Athenry Church Street to Tuam Road (via Station Road) Active Travel Scheme

Text Description of Emerging Preferred Option (EPO) – Non-Statutory Public Consultation
There are five drawings in total for this scheme. All drawings are 1:500 scale with high level cross sections at 1:100 scale. These drawings were prepared by the Designer for the scheme, SYSTRA Ltd. The following notes are included in the drawings:
1. This drawing should be read in conjunction with all other drawings and relevant specifications.
2. All dimensions are in millimeters unless otherwise stated.
3. Do not scale from this drawing.
4. All coordinates are in metres and are to Irish Transverse Mercator.
5. Drawings based on topographical surveys undertaken by Apex Surveys in February 2025.

Summary of the Active Travel Scheme
This is an Active Travel Scheme along the southern section of L3105 Church Street, Station Road and a section of R347 Tuam Road. The scheme stretches along approximately 1.31km.
Along the R347, the scheme starts at the junction with Garraí Glas, stretching south past the housing estates until it reaches the New Line/Station Road junction. It continues along Station Rd to the level crossing on L3105 Church Street and south through the car parks and local businesses, ending at the junction with Old Church Street in Athenry town centre.
The scheme is predominantly subject to a 50 km/h speed limit, with the only exception being a 30km/h section along the L3105 approaching the town centre. Local businesses and key destinations are concentrated around the southern section of the scheme, while residential estates line much of the route. The maximum walking distance within the scheme is less than 20 minutes.  
The scheme will provide a new shared facility along the R347 for pedestrians, cyclists and other wheeled users. The existing footpaths require upgrading to ensure continuity, safety, inclusivity and compliance with design standards. 
Adequate crossing facilities will be incorporated throughout the scheme, in parallel with traffic calming measures such as junction tightening. New bus stops are planned to accommodate public transport services in Athenry. 
The proposed design aims to preserve existing infrastructure in good condition, while introducing upgrades that enhance accessibility, promote active travel and prioritise the effective use of space. Land acquisition along the front wall of Mount Amber House property has been agreed to accommodate the shared facility. 

Drawing No. 1 from Garraí Glas to Árd Esker mini-roundabout
This is a plan drawing of the northern end of the scheme, spanning along the R348 between the junction with Garraí Glas and the Árd Esker mini-roundabout. Starting from the north of Garraí Glas junction, the drawing proposes the widening of the eastern footpath to ensure a minimum width of 2m and the tightening of the corner radii at the junction as a traffic calming measure. Similarly, the junctions of Páir Na Rí and Cáislean Rí will also be tightened. Between Garraí Glas and the mini-roundabout on the south, the eastern footpath will be replaced with a shared facility with width ranging between 2.5m and 3.7m. A 3m raised crossing is proposed across the Páir Na Rí junction to provide continuity along this shared path. An additional 2m wide zebra crossing will be provided across the R347, just south of Páirc Na Rí junction.
Note that the footpaths and shared paths in Drawing number one will be widened up to the existing wall; therefore, no changes are anticipated to the overall street width. 
The drawing also shows two bus stops planned for each direction of traffic near the Páirc Na Rí junction. These consist of a flagpole, whose location is indicative as per specified in the drawing labels, and bus stop road markings, comprising a rectangle measuring 12m long and 3m wide, with two BUS text marking, one positioned on each of the shorter sides of the rectangle.
The active travel facilities previously discussed will involve the narrowing of the carriageway to 6m.
The last section of the drawing, on the south side, shows the mini-roundabout, indicated by a central circular marking placed at the centre of the junction and three curved arrows defining the circulatory direction of traffic. There is a raised zebra crossing proposed across each of the four arms of the mini-roundabout.
The typical cross section A-A located at Páirc Na Rí junction shows a 3.7m shared path on the east with a two-way carriageway 3m wide per lane and a 2m proposed footpath on the west.


Drawing No. 2 from Árd Esker mini-roundabout to Parklands
This drawing displays the next section of the scheme, further south. It also includes the mini-roundabout as Drawing number one and shows the proposed scheme down to the Parklands junction. 
South of the mini-roundabout, the shared facility continues along the western side, exceeding 4 m in width in the northern sections. From House No. 10, the existing footpath narrows; therefore, it is proposed to remove the grass verge and relocate the existing kerbs to provide a minimum 3 m shared facility. The existing trees will be retained and protected. At the Parklands junction, the proposals include a raised crossing as part of the shared path, together with a tightening of the junction.
On the western side, the drawing shows that both the existing footpath and existing walls will be retained. The width of these features varies along the section and extent down to the Cullairbaun Estate junction, which will also be tightened to improve safety. 
A 2m zebra crossing is proposed at this location across the R348 to facilitate for the transition of the shared facility from the eastern side to the western side of the carriageway, and it will stay on this side for the remaining section along the R348.
The last element in the drawing is a proposed bus stop located to the south of Parklands junction, which will serve the northbound service. The indicative location of the flagpole and associated road markings are shown. 
The typical cross-section B-B, located to the north Cullairbaun Estate junction and described from east to west, shows a shared path of 3.3-3.6m wide, followed by the 6m carriageway and the existing path of 2.2-2.4m.
Drawing No. 3 from Parklands to Station Road East
This drawing includes the last section of the R348 in the scheme, leading to the eastern end of Station Road. 
The shared facility continues along the western side exceeding 3m in width at certain locations, replacing the existing footpath. Another 3m raised crossing is proposed across the Lambert Court junction, which will be further tightened at the corners for safety reasons. As the shared path approaches the junction with Station Road, the drawing reflects the land acquisition agreement with Mount Amber House and the associated removal of three trees adjacent to the property gate to enable the continuation of the shared path at a width of at least 2.4m. At this location, the existing stone wall along the property boundary will be removed and set back to provide the additional space needed. This shared facility then connects to the western footpath along the boundary of the Galway and Roscommon Education and Training Board (GRETB) property.
Complementary to the northbound bus stop, described in Drawing number two, there will be another bus stop following the same design and characteristics for the southbound service, located to the north of the Londis store. The existing crossing in front of the store will be upgraded to either a zebra or a signal-controlled crossing, with the final decision to be made during the detailed design phase.
The existing footpaths on the east will be maintained with upgrades to enhance accessibility and comfort by increasing the width where possible. As specified previously, the road will be narrowed to 6m. This footpath ends abruptly at the Banba House property, and this will remain the same for the proposed design, however, a new 2m zebra crossing is proposed to provide continuity with the shared path. Low level landscaping is proposed on the footpath between the crossing and the Banba House wall. The section of road adjacent to Banba House will have a 0.5m buffer from the property wall on the east, with the shared facility located on the opposite side.
The drawing shows that the R348/ New Line/ Station Road junction will be raised and a 2m zebra crossing will be provided across Station Road, aligned with the shared path. This crossing will connect with the existing footpath along the R348 leading to the bridge over the railway line. The exiting stone wall between the footpath and the carriageway will be removed to allow the footpath to be widened to 2.2m, while the railing on the southern side will be retained. The existing zebra crossing, implemented by Galway County Council as part of a separate scheme, will be maintained. Footpath upgrades are proposed for the southern side of New Line approaching the junction with the R348 to complement the new crossings.
The typical cross-section C-C is located in front of the Londis store and consists of a 1.8m footpath on the east side, a 6m carriageway and a 3.8m shared path on the west side.
Drawing No. 4 from Station Road East to the L3105 Level Crossing
This drawing focuses on the interventions proposed along Station Road. It includes the indicative Irish Rail Boundary, as supplied by the MD Area Engineer, which encloses the railway infrastructure premises. 
The section of Station Road parallel to the R348 will be improved by providing at least 2m footpaths on the western side, a 7m two-way carriageway and a buffer of approximately 0.5m adjacent to the stone wall. 
Along the south side of the street, adjacent to Athenry Train Station, the existing informal parallel parking will be formalised using road markings and the damaged footpath will be reconstructed according to standards. One Part M accessible parking space will be provided on the east of the pedestrian entrance to the station platforms, together with a 5 m wide footpath stretching across the entrance to the station and bounded by parking bays on either side. On the western side, the existing perpendicular parking will largely be retained, providing approximately 21 parking spaces. 
The drawing includes two bus stops, one to the west of the station entrance for the southbound service, which will involve the removal of four perpendicular parking spaces, and another bus stop located between the GRETB vehicular entrances for the northbound service. The latter will include a bus shelter next to the GRETB wall. A zebra crossing will be introduced in between the bus stops to facilitate access to the station entrance.
Apart from the bus shelter, the north side of the street will have a widened footpath of at least 2m and a 16m long Set Down Only Bay to the west of the GRETB south entrance. 
The western end of Station Road will retain its existing layout and features, with the only changes will involve a slight tightening of the junctions with Árd Aoibhinn and the L3105 as a safety measure. The stop line at the Station Road/ L3105 junction will be moved closer to the L3105 road to improve driver visibility.
The typical cross-section D-D, located to the south of Athenry Train Station along Station Road, has a 1.9m footpath on the north side, an 8m two-way carriageway and a 5m wide perpendicular parking bay. 

Drawing No. 5 from Church Street Level Crossing to Old Church Street
This drawing covers the area between the Station Road/ L3105 junction on the north and the Old Church Station junction at the town centre. 
The scheme suggests the provision of 2m wide continuous footpath on both sides of the level crossing which will tie into the existing pedestrian facilities. The road along the level crossing will be 6m wide and the yellow Keep Clear box markings will be provided. The drawing indicates that the proposed works involving the widening of the level crossing to provide paths on both sides is subject to funding.
South of the level crossing the pedestrian path will continue across the Irish Rail parking vehicular access and will join a new 1.8m to 2m proposed footpath along the western side of the street. The opposite junction leading to the main entrance to the station, will be tightened at the corners and the stop line will be relocated closer to the junction to improve visibility at this key location. The proposed new section of footpath will take the form of a footpath build-out aligned with the northernmost retained parallel parking bay. An uncontrolled pedestrian crossing will be provided at this location. 
Continuing south, all vehicular access points to the eastern car park will be maintained, as well as most of the parallel parking, except for the parking bays on either side of the middle vehicle access point, which will be partially removed to provide a footpath build-out to accommodate a pedestrian crossing. The removal of these parking spaces is required to provide a 15m of clear space before the crossing and 5m after it on the approaching lane (southbound). Within the Church car park, the existing stone wall at the rear, which protects the pedestrian link, will be retained, and an additional pedestrian link with markings will be provided to serve the school campus. 
The new footpath facility on the western side will tie into the existing footpath further south along the road.
The typical cross-section E-E for this northern section of Church Street comprises a 2.1m footpath, next to a 2.2m parallel parking bay, a 6.5m carriageway and a 1.8m new proposed footpath, adjacent to the existing western car park.
The drawing shows that, to the south of the Church of the Assumption, the two-way carriageway transitions into a one-way southbound system leading to Old Church Street. The footpath on either side will be widened to achieve a minimum width of 2m. 
The access road to the Church of the Assumption car park will be narrowed at the corners and a raised pedestrian crossing will be added to improve continuity. The existing disabled parking space at the start of the one-way street will be retained to support better access to local businesses. 
A shared street is proposed along the narrowest section of the road with a different finishing surface to highlight it.
The typical cross-section F-F shows the shared street with a 3.2m traffic lane in the centre and footpaths of 1.2 and 1.4 metres. However, the design of a shared street avoids conventional segregation between footpaths and carriageways, where pedestrians will generally have priority.
At the southern end of the scheme, the drawing illustrates that the interventions will connect with the proposed public realm scheme. The Church Street / Old Church Street junction will be tightened and the left-turning lane on Old Church Street will be removed and replaced with a widened footpath, as the one-way street arrangement prevents northbound traffic.
