Athenry Church Street to Tuam Road (via Station Road) Active Travel Scheme

Public Consultation – Non-Statutory 

Text Description of Existing and Proposed Visualisations

There are five visualisations in total for this scheme. First four show ‘Before’ and ‘After’ image. The fifth is an aerial image of the proposals along narrowest section of Church Street in town center.
The ‘Before’ and ‘After’ visualisations include title-location to the top left of the page. Below on the left half side, there is an image of how the existing street/road looks like. On the right-hand side, there is an image of a photomontage of what the street/road is proposed to look like after the scheme is built. On top of these images, the subtitles read ‘EXISTING’ and ‘PROPOSED’ respectively.

Scheme visualization TUAM ROAD
This image was taken on Tuam Road southbound (looking towards Athenry town)  showing a view of Parklands access junction. 
EXISTING
On the left, the EXISTING image shows a wide single carriageway along existing Rxx Tuam Road with a footpath and the Parklands access junction in the distance. To the right of the carriageway there is a grass verge adjacent to stone boundary wall to … Estate. There is existing dashed white centreline marking in the middle of the carriageway. The street appears wide, with good forward visibility. Public lighting poles are located on both sides of the road. 
PROPOSED
On the right, the PROPOSED image has been changed to illustrate a single carriageway that has been narrowed. The footpath to the left is widened. A pedestrian is shown walking along the footpath. To the right of the carriageway the image shows a footpath buildout with ‘Bus Stop’ sign and timetable. ‘Bus Stop’ road marking is shown in the northbound lane of the Tuam Road. Two people are shown waiting at the bus stop.
Raised pedestrian crossing is shown across Parklands access junction. Pedestrian walking the dog is shown crossing at this location with a car stopped at the exit from Parklands estate. Zebra crossing with Belisha beacons is shown across Tuam Road to the south of Parklands access junction. White car is shown approaching zebra crossing. The existing stone wall and public lightening have been retained.  
The image shows pedestrians crossing the Station Road zebra crossing and Tuam Road belisha crossing. Pedestrians are also shown on the new wider footpath to the left of Tuam Road.
Scheme visualization – NEW LINE JUNCTION
This image was taken on Tuam Road northbound (looking away from Athenry town) showing a view of New Line Junction as viewer is approaching it from the Tuam Road bridge. 
EXISTING
On the left, the EXISTING image shows the new line junction with recently constructed zebra crossing with Belisha beacons. The image shows the buff colour skid resistant surface on either approach to the crossing along Tuam Road. Yellow box marking is shown in the centre of the junction.
Tuam road in this location is a single two-way carriageway. Footpath to the right of Tuam Road continues from southern side of New Line and terminates at the pedestrian crossing. There is no footpath to the right of Tuam Road on the far side of New Line junction. There is a narrow footpath to the left of Tuam Road. It is bordered with tall property wall to the north of the junction and railing to the south. Low stone wall divides this footpath from the Tuam Road carriageway south of the crossing. 
Station Road joins at a skew angle to the left of the junction.  Station Road is a single carriageway with solid centreline and STOP line marking on the approach to New Line junction. 
New Line joins to the right of the junction. New line is a single carriageway with STOP line marking on the approach to New Line junction. 
There is no pedestrian crossing on Station Road.
PROPOSED
On the right, the PROPOSED image has been changed to illustrate raised junction treatment at New Line Junction. The raised junction is shown in a light grey colour, indicating a material different from the main carriageway surface. The low stone wall dividing the footpath and Tuam Road carriageway has been removed and footpath has been widened. Belisha beacons remain at Tuam Road crossing. A new zebra crossing is shown across Station Road access to provide connectivity along the western footpath, with tactile paving and road markings. To the north of the junction, the Tuam Road carriageway has been narrowed, resulting in a widening of the western footpath. No changes have been made to the New Line arm; it remains as a two-way carriageway with a footpath on the southern side.

Scheme visualization – STATION ROAD
This image was taken on Station Road northbound looking towards the entrance to Train Station Platform with GRETB on the left and Train Station on the right. 
EXISTING
On the left, the EXISTING image shows Station Road single carriageway with no centreline marking. To the left of the carriageway, along the GRETB boundary there is a footpath and bus bays either side of GRETB entrance. Double yellow line is shown along the existing footpath. 
Footpath to right of the carriageway is shown in the distance. It provides access to the entrance to the train platform and the ticket machine; this area is protected by bollards and pedestrian guard rails. Train station access is shown half-way through the image. There is perpendicular parking to the south of the train station entrance and informal parallel parking to the north. Both parking areas are shown fully occupied. No crossing facilities are present in the area.  
PROPOSED
On the right, the image has been changed. A new set-down area is marked outside GRETB. A new zebra crossing with Belisha beacons is shown north of the vehicular entrance to GRETB centre. New bus stops are shown either side of the road with ‘BUS’ marking on the road, shelters with seating and signs with timetables. In front of each proposed bus stop, the footpath has been widened to provide a comfortable waiting area. Perpendicular parking spaces have been removed to make spece for the new bus stop platform. Footpath to the right has been extended to connect with the new bus platform. A proposed accessible parking space is located in the widened footpath to the north of station entrance. The Station Road carriageway has been narrowed. 



Scheme visualization – CHURCH STREET
This image was taken on Church Street southbound looking towards the junction with Old Church Street/The Square in the town center. 

EXISTING 
On the left, the EXISTING image shows Church Street narrow single carriageway with double yellow marking and very narrow footpaths either side. This road is two-way, despite its narrow appearance, and residential properties and retail units on both sides of the road. A car is parked in the locally widened footpath outside a property to the left of the view. 
PROPOSED
On the right, the image has been changed to illustrate a new one-way southbound shared street. Pedestrians and cyclists are shown throughout the shared street and are not confined to the footpaths, a car is shown travelling ahead of the cyclist. The road is shown at same level as footpaths. This same paving material is shown across the full width of the street. Two drainage channels are proposed either side of the street, which indirectly define the road width. 

Bird Eye View Animation – CHURCH STREET

This slide has title on the top left, ‘Church Street’, followed by ‘Artistic impression of Church Street improvements’. 
The image shows an aerial visualisation of the full extent of the proposed one-way system on Shop Street, expanding from the south of the Church of the Assumption access point to the Old Church St/North Gate St/The Square junction. The buildings on both sides are shown as white silhouettes, with light and shadow used to define their form. The one-way Church Street is presented in two distinct sections, of approximately equal length. The one to the north is marked in brown, and the one to the south is marked in grey colour.
To the north, where there is an existing disabled parking space, the image shows two disabled parking spaces on the same side of the road. This northern section also shows the widening of footpaths on both sides of the road and reduction of carriageway width. 
The southern section comprises the shared street as described in previous Visualisation, with pedestrians, cyclists and cars sharing the street. The proposed detail here includes for narrowing of the carriageway, drainage channels and same paving material across the full width of the road. At the Old Church St/North Gate St/The Square junction, the image shows reduced corner radii, widening of the footpaths and potential for landscaping features like seating and planting. 

