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e DRAFT DIRECTION IN THE MATTER OF SECTION 31 J
OF THE PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT ACT 2000 (AS AMENDED) 24
ATHENRY LOCAL AREA PLAN 2024-2030 i
The Athenry Local Area Plan 2024-2030 was formally made by the Elected Members of the Athenry/ V. The Local Area Plan as maclg Is not consistent with the objectives of the RSEStontrary to section 19(2) {
OCranmore Munlcipal District on the 9th January 2024, and section 27{1) of the Act. y : _
As required under Sections 31A0(5) of the Plapning and Development Act, 2000 {As Amended) the Planning V.. The Minister is of the opinien that the'Local Area Plan as made is not consistent with National Policy B
Authority isswed notification of the Plan’s adoption to the Office of the Planning Regulator {OPR). The Chief Objective 33 of the National Planning Framework. ]
Executive afsa informed the OPR of the decision of the Authority not ta comply with certain recommendations VI, The Minister Is of the opinion that the Local Area Plan as made fails to set out an overall strategy for the
made in the relevant report of the OPR, together with reasons for the decision of the Authority, proper planning and sustainable development of the area. !
On the 19th February 2024 the Minister of State for Local Government and Planning issued a ‘Notice of VI, The Local Area Plan Is not in compliance with the requirements of the Act. !

intention to Issue a Direction' to the Planning Authority under Section 31 of the Planning and Development |

Act, 2000 (As Amended) ('the Act'). The Draft Direction concerns the zoning of five parcels of land in the town. Draft Direction-Formal Public Consultation:

interested parties are advised that these matters, in accordance with Section 31{6} of the Act, ‘shall not have In accordance with the requirements of Section 31(7) of the Act, the Planning Authority will commence a
effect’, notwithstanding their inclusion in the Plan as adopted by the Council and pending the lssuing of the periad of public consultation on the Minister's Notice of Intention to Issue a Direction for a period of 2 wecks
Minister's Final Direction, between the 29th February 2024 and 14th March 2024 inclusive, during which time a copy of the Draft

- Ministerial Direction may be inspected at the followling locations:

+  Online via the Council's Public Consultation Portal: hitp:/consuit.galway.ie - refer to links on right-hand
side of this page under materials.

The Draft Direction sets out the following:

{il. Reinstate the following zoning objectives and associated text consistent with the recommendation of
the Chief Executive's Report on the material alterations, and delete the follawing material alterations
from the adopted Local Area Plan: ¢, At the Council offices during normal office hours (9am-4pm, Monday to Friday):

= Material alterations MA 46, MA 47 and MA 49 - i.e. the subject lands revert to Qutside the - - Planning offices of Galway County Council, Aras an Chontae, Prospect Hill, Galway, HP1H6KX

Settlement Boundary from Residential Phase 1 as per the draft Local Area Plan; Written Submissions or Observations In Respect of the Draft Direction:
«  Material alteration MA 51 - i.e. the subject lands revert to Outside the Settlement Boundary from Written submission or observations, in respect of the Draft Direction, may be made {one medium only) ta the
Residentiat Phase 2 as per the draft Local Area Plan; = Council between the 29/02/2024 and 14/03/2024 as follows:
» Material ajteration MA 60 - the subject lands revert to Agriculture from Residential Phase 2 as ¢ Online via the Council’s Public Consultations Portal: http:/consult.galway.le/; or
per the draft Local Area Plan; e Via email to forwardplanning@galwaycoco.ie or
¢ Material alterations MA 50 and MA 59 - the subject lands revert to Open Space/Recreation *  Inwriting marking “Draft Direction to the Athenry Local Area Plan 2024-2030%, Farward Planning
& Amenity from Residential Phase 2; Section, Planning Department, Galway County Council, Aras an Chontae, Prospect Hill,
» Material alteration MA 48 - the subject lands revert to Outside the Settlement Boundary from Galway, H?1H6KX.
Existing Residential as per the draft Local Area Plan. Observations or submissions must include the full name and address of the person(s} making the submission
STATEMENT OF REASONS and where relevant, the body or organization represented. Late observations/submissions will not be accepted.
i, The Local Area Plan as adopted includes material alterations to the draft Local Area Plan, which zene Chief Executive's Report:
additional residential land in excess of what is required for the town having regard to the grawth Following expiry of the 2-week public consultation period and not more than 4 weeks later, a Chief Executive's
targets for Athenry under the core strategy of the Galway County Development Plan 2022-2028, These Report must be prepared an the submissions/observations received during this period. This Report must
material alterations are inconsistent with Objective C5 1 of the County Development Plan to secure the then be furnished ta the Office of the Planning Regulator, the Elected Members and the Minister for Local
implementation of the population growth and housing supply targets set out in the core strategy and the Government and Planning.

settlement hierarchy, and Objective C5 3 to support and manage self-sufficient sustainable development

1 . L E] ar submission will be mad i il % ie]
of all settiements in a planned manner, with population growth and the development of economic, e AU N R L LS00 LT ke AT PR e SO

of Galway County Council and will also form part of the statutory Chief Executive's Report subsequently

e R U X X X . published on Galway County Council website. The details including the names of thosu: making submission may
These material alterations are located in peripheral and//or non-sequential and/or unserviced locations be shared with relevant Council and Government Departments or their agents involved in the process and may
either fully or partly outside the C50 boundary. The material alterations would individualty and form part of reports linked to the making of any Direction.

cumulatively encourage a pattemn of development in particular locations which is inconsistent with RPO
3.1 and RPO 3.2 of the RSES, and the objectives of the County Development Plan to achieve compact
growth through the delivery of new homes in urban areas within the existing built up footprint of
settiements {Qbjective CS 2}, discourage the development of lands with no links to the town or village
centre [{Objective CGR 1), encourage sustainable compact growth and settlement patterns to secure
climate resilience and reduce carbon dioxide and greenhouse emissions {Objective CS 8], and fail to have

regard to the policy and objective for a sequential approach to development in the Development Plans
Guidelines for Planning Authorities (2022) issued under section 28 of the Act. Please note that in accordance with Section 19 of the Planning and Development (Amendment} Act, 2018 all

valid submissions received by the Council shall be published on the Galway County Council website within
10 working days of its receipt by the Council. The planning pracess is an open and public process and therefore
your submission {in part or in total) will be available.

Galway County Council is subject to the provisions of the Data Protection Act {as amended) and General

Data Protection Regulation (GDPR), In order to assist us in complying with Data Protection and GDFPR please
include your name and contact details (and where relevant, details of any organisation. community group or
company ete., which you represent), on a separate shest to the content of your sug‘misslonl ohservation. This
processing of your personal data is lawful under Article 6 {1)e} of the GDPR regulations. The Council’s Data
Protection Policy is available on the Council website,

1. The Local Area Plan has not been made in a manner consistent with, and has failed to implement, the
recommendations of the Office of the Planning Regulator under section 31 AO of the Act,

1. 1n light of the matters set out at |, above, the Ministor is of the opinion that the Local Area Plan as made
is inconsistent with the objectives of the Development Plan of the area, which Is a requirement of
section 19(2) the Act.
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DREACHT-TREOIR MAIDIR LE hALT 31
DEN ACHT UM PLEANAIL AGUS FORBAIRT 2000 (ARNA LEASU)
PLEAN CHEANTAR AITIUIL BHAILE ATHA AN Rl 2024-2030

Ba iad Comhaltai Tofa Cheantar Bardasach Bhaile Atha an Ri/Ordn Mér a cheap Plean Cheantar Aititil Bhaile
Atha an Rl 2024-2030 go foirmidil ar an 9 Eandir 2024.

Mar a gilitear faoi Ailt 32AQ{S) den Acht um Pleanail agus Forbairt, 2000 {ama leasu) d'eisigh an
tUdards Pleandla fogra chuig Oifig an Rialtéir Pleanila (ORP) maidir le glacadh an Phlean. Chuir an
Priomhfheidhmeannach an ORP ar an eolas freisin faoi chinneadh an Udarais gan clof le moltai dirithe a
rinneadh i dtuarascdil dbhartha an OPR, mar aon leis na cdiseanna a bhi le cinneadh an Udardis.

Aran 19 13 d'Fheabhra 2024 d'eisigh an tAire Stait do Rialtas Aitigil agus Pleandla ‘Fégra go bhfuil sé ar intinn
Treoir a Eisigint’ chuig an Udaras Pleandla faci Alt 31 den Acht um Pleandil agus Forbairt, 2000 (arna leaso) {'an
tAcht’). Baineann an Dréacht-Treoir le criosd citig fhearann taliin ar an mbaile. Moltar do phairtithe leasmhara
nach mbeidh éifeacht ag na habhair seo, de réir Alt 31{6) den Acht, dainneoin iad a bhelth san direamh sa
Phlean arna ghlacadh ag an gComhairle agus ata ag feitheamh ar eisiGint Threoir Dheiridh an Aire,

Leagtar amach na nithe seo a leanas sa Dréacht-Treoir;

{I. Na cuspdiri criosaithe seo a teanas agus an téacs gaolmhar a chur ar ais i gcomhréir le moladh Thuarascail
an Phriomhfheidhmeannaigh ar na hathrulthe dbhartha, agus na hathruithe dbhartha seo a leanas a
scrios 6n bPlean Limistéir Aitidit ar glacadh leis:

s Athruithe dbhartha MA 44, MA 47 agus MA 49 - i. na tailte dbhartha a chur ar afs sa chaoi go
mbeidh siad Lasmuigh de Theorainn na Lonnalochta ¢ Chéim Chonaithe 1 faci mar ata i
nDréachtphlean an Limistéir Aiticil;

« Athni dbhartha MA 51 - .i. na taitte dbhartha a chur ar ais sa chaoi sa chaoi go mbeidh siad Lasmuigh
de Theorainn na Lonnaiochta & Chéim Chénaithe 2 de réir an Dréachtphiean Limistéir Aitidil:

»  Athri dbhartha MA 60 - na tailte dbhartha a chur ar ais go Talmhalocht & Chéim Chénaithe 2 de réir
an Dréachtphlean Limistéir Aitidil; -

* Athruithe dbhartha MA 50 agus MA 59 - na tailte dbhartha 3 chur ar ais go Spas Oscailte/Caitheamh
Aimsire & Taitneamhacht 6 Chéim Chénaithe 2;

« Athni dbhartha MA 48 - na tailte dbhartha a aistriti go Lasmuigh de Theorainn na Lonnalochta 6 At
Chénaithe Reatha de réir an Dréachtphlean Limistéir Aitigil,

RAITEAS AR CHOISEANNA

I Airitear sa Phiean Limistéir Aitigil faoi mar a ghlacadh leis, athruithe abhartha én Dréachtphlean Limistéir
Aitiull, a chriosalonn talamh cénaithe breise os cionn a bhiuil ag teastsil don bhaile ag féachaint do
sprincanna fiis Bhaile Atha an /i faoi chrolstraitéis Phlean Forbartha Chontae na Gaillimhe 2022-

2028 {an ‘Plean Forbartha Contae'). T4 na hathrulthe dbhartha seo ag teacht le Cuspdir C5 1 de Phlean
Forbartha an Chentae chun na spriocanna maidir le f4s daonra agus solithair tithiochta ata leagtha
amach sa chroistraitéis agus san ordlathas lonnaiochta a chinntii, agus Cuspdir CS 3 chun tacd le agus
chun bainistit a dhéanamh ar fhorbairt inbhuanaithe féinchothaithe na lonnaiochtal go Wir ar bhealach
pleandilte, mar aon le fis daonra agus forbairt bonneagair eachamaloch, fhisiciail agus shéisialta.

Ta na hathruithe ibhartha seo suite | aithreacha forimeallacha agus/nd neamhsheicheamhacha agus/né
atd gan seirbhis agus ata lasmuigh go hiomlin no go péirteach de theorainn na Priomh-Oifige Staidrimh.
Spreagfadh na hathruithe bhartha ina n-aonar agus go camach, patnin forbartha i tithreacha ar leith

a théann de Jéim thar limistéir fhairsing de thailte eile ata suite nlos 13mai agus nach bhfuil forbartha,
agus a bhfuil bonneagar neambhleor acy lena n-Airitear easpa nasc cosdin leis an mbaile agus, i geds MA
46, 47, 49, 50 agus 51, nach bhfuil naisc acu le séarachas poiblf. Spreagfadh na hathruithe 3bhartha mar
sin ina n-aonar agus go camach patnin forbartha I laithreacha ar leith nach mbeldh ag teacht le RPO

3.1 agus RPO 3.2 den Straitéis Spasdil agus Eacnamaloch Réigiinach d'fhas diith nd le cuspdiri Phlean
Forbiartha an Chontae chun fis dlith a bhaint amach tri thithe nua a chur ar il | gceantair uirbeacha
laistigh na lonnafochtal reatha {Cuspsir C52}, agus forbairt tailte nach bhfuil 3on naisc acu le 1ar an bhalle
nd an tsrildbhaile a dhispreagadh (Cuspdir CGR 1), dlithfhis inbhuanaithe agus patniin lonnaiochta

a spreagach chun athléimneacht aeraide a chinntit agus cruthd dé-ocsaide charbbin agus astaiochtal
teaptha teasa a laghdd (Cuspdir CS 8), agus nl thugann slad aird ar chuspdir nd ar aidhmeanna maidir le
cur chuige seicheamhach i leith forbartha sna Treoirlinte d'Uardis Aitida maidir le Pleananna Forbartha
{2022) a eisiodh faoi alt 28 den Acht.

Hl.  Nil an Plean Limistéir Aititiil ceaptha ar bhealach atd comhsheasmhach le moitai Oifig an Rialtdra
Pleanafa faoi alt 31 AQ den Acht, agus nior cuireadh i bhfeidhm iad,

Il. I bhfianaise na n-dbhar atd leagtha amach ag | thuas, creideann an tAire go bhfuil an Plean Ceantair
Aitidil mar ata ceaptha ar neamhréir le cuspair Phlean Forbartha an cheantair, rud a cheanglafonn
an thcht,

IV Nil an Plean Ceantair AitiGil mar ata ceaptha ag teacht le cuspoirl an RSES centrartha d'alt 19(2) agus alt
27(1) den Acht. -

V. Creideann an tAire go bhfuil an Plean Ceantair Aitidil mar ati ceaptha ar neamhréir le Cuspéir 23 den
Beartas Naisitinta den Chreat Pleandla Naisiunta.

VI. Creideann an tAire nach gcuireann an Plean Ceantair Aitivil straitéis foriomian ar fail maidic ie pleandil
cheart agus forbairt inbhuanaithe an limistéir,

VII. Ni chomhlionann an Plean Ceantair Altitil ceanglais an Achta
Dréacht-Treolr - Combaiditichan Polbl Folrmilil:
De réir ceanglais Alt 31{7) an Achta, cuirfidh an tUdards Pleandia tis le tréimhse chombaiditchain phoibll ar
Fhégra an Aire a bhfuil s¢ ar intinn aige Tregir a Eisitint’ ar feadh tréimhse 2 sheachtain idir an 29 Feabhra agus
Feabbra/14 Marta 2024 agus na dital sin san dircamh, féadfar céip de Dhréacht-Treeir 6n Aire a iniichadh sna
laithreacha seo a leanas:

¢ Aran sulomh seo - féach ar na naisc faoi dbhair ar thacbh na ltiimhe deise den leathanach seo.

*  Agoifigi na Comhairle seo a lzanas le linn gnathuaireanta cifige (?am-4pm, Luan go hAaine):
- Qifigl pleandla Chomhairle Chontae na Galllimhe, Aras an Chontae, Cnoc na Radharc,
Gaillimh, H?1H6KX

Alghneachtai néd Tuairdml i scribhinn maidir lels an Dréacht-Treoir:

Féadfar aighneacht nd tuairimi i scribhinn, maidir leis an Dréacht-Treoir, a dhéanamb {tri mhein amhéin) chuiz
an gComhairle idir an 29/02/2024 agus an 14/03/2024 mar seo a leanas:

s Arline ar Thairseach Chomhairlidchdin Poiblf na Comhairle: hitp:#consuit.galway.ie; nd
*  Tririomhphost chuig forwardplanning@galwaycoco.ie né

s Iscribhinn agus é a mbarcail "Dréacht-Treoir do phfean Limistéir Altiil Bhalle Atha an Ri 2024-2030",
An Ranndg Pleandla Chun Cinn, An Roinn Pleanala, Combairle Chontae na Gaillimhe, Aras an Chontae,
Cnoc na Radhare, Gaillimh, H?1H&KX,

Nt mér ainm iomlan agus seoladh an duine/na ndaoine ati ag déanamh na haighneachta a bheith san direamh
i dtuairimi né aighneachtal agus, nuair is cul, an comhlacht né an eagralocht a bhfuil ionadafocht 3 déanamh
aige/faicifacu virthi, Nf ghlacfar le tuairimi/aighneachtal déanacha.

Tuarascill an Phriomhfheidhmeannalgh:

Tar éis don tréimhse chomhalrlidchdin pholbli 2 sheachtain dul in éag agus trith nach déanal na 4 seachtaine
ina dhiaidh sin, nl mar Tuarascail an Phriomhfheidhmeannaigh a ulimhi faol na haighneachtal/tualrimf a gheofar
le linn na tréimhse sin. Ni mér an Tuarascail sin a chur ar §3il ansin d'Oihg an Rialtéra Pleandla, do na Combaltal
Tofa agus don Aire Rialtais AitiGil agus Pleanala,

Tabhair faol deara go ndéanfar tualrimi nd aighneachtai a fhollsitr ar shuiomh Gréassin na Comhaire agus

in oifigi Chomhairle Chontae na Gaillimhe agus go mbeidh siad mar chuid de Thuarascdil reachtail an
Phriomhfheidhmeannaigh a fhoilseofar ina dhiaidh sin ar shulomh Gréasain-Chomhairle Chontae na Gaillimhe,
Féadfar na sonrai lena n-iritear ainmneacha na ndacine atd ag déanamh aighneachta a roinnt le Ranna
dbhartha na Comhairle agus an Rialtais nd lena ngniomhairl a bhfuil baint acu lels an bpréiseas agus féadfaidh
siad a bheith mar chuid de thuarascilacha a bhaineann le haon Treoir a eisigint.

Ta Comhairle Chontae na Gaillimhe faoi réir fhoradlacha an Achta um Chosaint Sonrai (arna leasu} agus an
Rialachdin Ghineardlta um Chosaint Sonrai {RGCS). Chun cabhni linn na ceanglais um Chosaint Sonral agus
RGCS a chomhlionadh, cuir d'ainm agus do shonral teagmhila {agus nualr is cul, sonral aon eagrafochta, griipa
pobail nd culdeachta srl. a ndéanann i jonadaiocht ar a son), ar bhileog ar leith le d'abhar d'aighneachta/da
thuairime. T4 an phrdisedil seo a dhéantar ar do shonraf pearsanta dieathach faoi Airteagal 6{1}e) de rialachdin
RGCS. T4 Beartas um Chosaint Sonrai na Comhaieie ar £3il ar shuiomb Gréasaln na Combhairle.

Tabhalr faoi deara de réir Alt 19 den Acht um Pleanail agus Forbairt (Leasti), 20118, go bhfoitseofar gach
aighneacht bhaill a fhaigheann an Chomhairle ar shuiomh Gréasain Chomhairie Chontae na Gaillimhe laistigh
de 10 |3 oibre tar &is don Chomhaire fad a fhdil. Is proiseas oscailte poibli & an praiseas pleandla agus mar sin
beidh d'aighneacht {go pdirteach nd go hiomlan) ar fail.
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