o -

-

3

1V UV

"‘!;%:—__wﬁ

ROINN COSANTA.
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engoged in the apback progor. -a vere in position along
tho wall of the main Tuam-8allinrobe road, faeing the
barrack, at a range of from twenty-five to thirty yards.
lie wero nll armed with shotguns. The barrack was o very
big, too-storey bpildlng, with many windows. I reusmber
that we were to opon fire when the mines at the gables
oxploded. 1 thinlk that thore r.as no explosion at one

gable anu that tharo were tyo at the other gatlo.

e opened firc on the windows and door in front of
us..tne moment we heard the uxplosien. Fire was returncd
imnediately from the barrack and Verey lights went up.
The attack lasted two hours at lcast and, during that
time, there were soveral shouts of, "Surrender*, to the
garrison to vhich thoey invariably ansvered, "kover®. I
cannot rcmember any hand grenades having been used in
tho attack. I think it vwas James [loloney vho ;ave tha
order to withdraw. dipght or nine men of Sylane cowpany,
includinz mnglf. with Captain dernard wolly in chargo,
covered the cithdraral of tho remainder of tho attacking
party. The reason «o vare asksd to cover the withdrawal
was that we ver: frowu the locality and kaew the lay of the
land.battor than tha others. laere vere aboul seventy
or qighty mon enaared in this attack, in whiceh all
coupanias of tho Battalion vierc gapresenbed. The
garrison consisted of about eight men and a sergeant.

o casuvalty was sustalned by the Volunteers. I dont't
knog if any of the garrigon was vioundod. 1 woulu very
1ikely havo asard sbout it if any of thei vere illed or
sonndoeu. T .ere wmas a gooa deal of blood on the road
near the barrack the morning follouin; the attacl, aml it
aispeared in thao newspapers that the I.R.A. suffared
casuvalties. +0 hoard afterviards that tye R.1.C. killed
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