SUBMISSION TO THE NATIONAL PARKS AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

CASTLEGROVE BARRACKS

Background:

Kilconly is a vibrant, active and developing community with its own GAA grounds, Soccer
Club, Local Industries, state-of-the-art Community Centre and fully equipped Playground.

The trustees of Kilconly Community Development Association write in relation to the
possible provision of space at Castlegrove Garda Barracks for the purpose of heritage usage.

Heritage Facility:

The former Garda Station located in Castlegrove is a building steeped in local history having
originally been a base for The Royal Irish Constabulary. The building was subject to attack
on several occasions by local companies of The IRA during The War of Independence. Most
families living in the parish of Kilconly and adjoining parishes have ancestors who were
active locally during this period of Irish history. The people of Kilconly treasure these
memories and we would hope to create a living memorial to our Nation's journey to
Independence by establishing a Heritage Centre within the historical walls of Castlegrove
Garda Station.

The parish of Kilconly hosted an outstandingly successful 1916 Commemoration in

April 2016 which was highlighted by RTE Networks and captured by national and provincial
newspapers. The event and subsequent commemorations within the parish are recorded by
Galway County Council’s Decade of Commemorations and this process is ongoing.

During the course of our preparation for the 1916 Commemoration we were astounded and
amazed at the historical quality of artefacts from within peoples’ home which were made
available to us for the event. These artefacts included weapons (guns and bayonets), shells,
uniforms, medals, books, newspaper clippings, photographs, letters, rosary beads, maps,
ambush details, etc. A very valuable collection of items created by local volunteers interned
in The Curragh Prison Camp was also made available to us. Our Committee has been
approached by various families who wish to donate these items to a Heritage Centre and we
fear that these items may leave our parish unless we acquire a suitable and secure building
to house same. It is envisioned that this project would continue to provide an opportunity
for tourism and historical research purposes.

Castlegrove Barracks is strategically placed as a potential tourism attraction. In addition to
the history associated with the building itself, it is surrounded by large tracts of wood, is



Keaen ‘o)

uone ——— ———
AnedjunQ ueasg

‘spaeday 1sag

‘ano0lda|ise) ie
UO11e1S BpJED) J3WII0J 3Y] 18 23WWO0)) a8elliaH Ajuol|iy uUepoWwLWOIIe JAPISUOD 3JIAIS
1PJIM PUe SyJed |BUOIIEN 3Y] JOJ SI3UOISSILUWIOD 3y} JeY] 32102131 153anbal pinom ap

‘S3JNIUDA MDU 10§ 3deds

JO LIOYS S9A|SSING pUlj MOU am pue - Aep A19A3 asn Ul - pasi|iin Aj|nj si 3J3ua) Ajjunwiwo)
inQg -punosdieid paddinba Ajn) e pue a13ua) AJIUNWWOY) 11e-aY3-J0-31E1S B UDISIAA0
pue pasielpuny ised 2yl ul dAeY 3NNWLWO) 3Y| "UOILIIOSSY [NISSaIans pue SuipueisSuo)
e pue Ajueys pasaisidal e s| uo1IeIDossy Juawdo|aaag ANuNWWOo) AJuod|Iy :saajsna)

"awWes 0} uol1e|al Ut SuloBuo aJe 33|Iae9 eu YpeJuo) Yiim Suoissnasig Ajuod|y

10} pPR13pIsU0d aq pinom ‘siead Jydia-Autiyy Ise) ayl 4oy [edauoq ‘sanua|9 u) Bujerado
uasq sey Jeyl |o0YIS JBLUWNS |[ID3BIA 3Y] 0F LB|IWIS |00 IS JaWWNS ueiy *iq |enuue

ue eyl paisadans sem 3 817 Ul Ajuod)y ul Ajlweq ueAy Y| O [BLIOWAW B JO BuljIaAun 3y}
1V "AINIURD LJIU23aUIU 338| 3Y] Ul UOPUOT U] UOIIRID0SSY JN3JYIY J1|3eD) 3Y} papunoy os|e
ueAy "JQ ‘ueAy yJep iQ 1LI0APY PUE 151A110Yy aBenBue ysu| Jo adejdyuig ayl st Ajuod|iy

Ijooyas ASWiwng ueiy -1q

'SUOJIAUS 2)e|pawiwl
3yl Ul 212 ‘s3|qe} a1udid ‘shemsjjem Juidojanap Ajjualsind ase 83|10 pUB WSLINO) 104
|ennualod ayj 03 sppe uaaine)) aye] AgieaN ‘padojaaspal ag 0} BUNE) PUR BIO}) JUIALIP
40 suapied s31 y1m 1312301 uoisue|/asnoH aA0adajise) Jo suinJ ays o3 Juadelpe pue
{(1uawnuow [euoiieu pue asnoy Jamo)l o8ing ag Aunjuad ,GT) ajise) Jedeleaq 03 Juadelpe



