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1. EXECUTIVEMMARY

1.1 Overview

111

112

1.13

114

1.15

1.16

1.1.7

Galway County Council (the Council) has responsibility to produce a new Transport Strategy
for the county, alongside Local Transport Plans for the towns of Tuam and Ballinasloe. The
Galway County Transport and Planning Strategy (GCTPS) is intendedlomgside and
support the main Galway County Development Plan (Z8228).

SYSTRA Ltd (SYSTRA) has been commissioned by the Council to support the development of
the GCTPS. Through this work, SYSTRA has considered the existing Transport infrastructure,
sewices, and travel patterns associated with movement within and through the County, and
has subsequently identified a range of measures and options suitable for the context of
Galway County relating to the pedestrian, cycle, public transport and road netw®hese
measures have been designed to address key policy objectives relating to Transport and to
support the wider implementation of policies relating to growth and the planning of new
development during the period of the County Development Plan (CDP).

The GCTPS is distinct from and separate to the published Galway Transport Strategy (2017)
which was prepared by Galway City Council in partnership with Galway County Council and
the National Transport Authority. However, the GCTPS does consider the nshiftio
between travel demand to and from Galway City by residents of and visitors to Galway County
and the associated impacts upon travel choices and use of the transport networks within the
County area.

A series of Policy Obijectives for the GCTPS areus@ €hapter 6 of the CDP. These are as
follows:

0 GCPS 1 Galway County Transport & Planning Strategy and Galway
Transportation Strategy

It is a policy objective of Galway County Council to support and facilitate the implementation
of the Galway County Tmaport & Planning Strategy and Galway Transport Strategy across all
modes of transport.

° GCPS 2 Integrateddpproach toLand Use & Transportation

Galway County Council will pursue a fully integrated approach to land use and transportation,
actively supportig measures which facilitate and attract developments to locations with high
levels of sustainable transport provision (or which can achieve such provision as a result of
the development in question).

° GCPS 3 Sustainable Transport

The County will seek taupport a variety of measures which will reduce car dependency for
residents, and will specifically seek to improve access to sustai[\able transport choices
OAYyOf dzZRAY 3 NBalLRyaArAdS IyR aFt SEAG0ES¢E Y2RSao
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° GCPS4 Walking and Cycling
118 { dzZLLR2 NI F2NE FyR SyKl
OK2A 0S¢ F2NJ aK2NISNJ
City.

yOSYSyid 2Fs SEA&alGAY3T |y
20t 22d2NySéa yR (G2 A

° GC™PS 5 Upgrade to Public Transport Netwark

1.1.9 Support any proposed major upgrades to the public transport networks, including the
Western Rail Corridor and the dual tracking between Galway City and Athlone.

° GCPS 6 RoadBased Public Transport

1.1.10 The County will seek to maintain and enhairdfeastructure for roadbased public transport,
and to increase access to existing services (though provision of new stops and improved
access via the pedestrian and cycle networks).

° GC™PS 7 Improvements to Road Network

1.1.11 The County will manage and maintdire efficient and safe operation of the road network
under its control, and will work with Tll and NTA to identify locations on the national network
where targeted improvements may be required to address specific issues.

o GCPS 8 Enhancement of National Nebrks

1.1.12 The County will coperate with Tll and the NTA with regard to the maintenance and
enhancement of national networks for longdistance and crossountry travel and
movement of throughkraffic including freight.

° GCPS 9 Collaboration with Galway @it

1.1.13 The Council will collaborate with Galway City Council as appropriate to bring forward
transport proposals and measures which will enhance travel to and from Galway City in a
manner which is compatible with the GTS and GCTPS, and where possible makienises
benefits to both areas from this approach.

1.2 Summary of the Strategy

1.2.1 Figure loverleafprovides a diagrammatic representation of the key transport infrastructure
and routes within the County, and a summary of the measures proposed within the GCTPS to
address the key policy objectives and desired outcomes which are described both within the
GCTPS itself and within Chapter 6 of the CDP.

1.2.2 It should be noted that the routing of new or proposed infrastructure showRigure 1is
indicativeand doesnotrea Sy i I RAAONB IS GLINBEFTSNNBER¢ N dzi
be subject to appropriate technical studies and consultations with residents, their
representatives, and other local stakeholders.

1.2.3 Further details of the proposed infrastructure improventeand other measures indicated
on the map can be found withi&ection 6of the GCTPS.

Galway County Development Plan 202028
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Figure 1. GCTPS SummagyCounty Map
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1.2.4 The GCTPS proposes a range of measures, including transport infrastructure upgrades,
support for service enhancements, and supporting atisj which will collectively deliver
enhancements and changes in travel behaviour within the County which are consistent with
the policy objectives defined within Chapter 6 of the CDP. These measures are summarised in

Table 1below.
Table 1. GCTPS SummagyPropoed Measures& Forecast Benefits

PROPOSED MEASURES FORECAST BENEFIT ‘

Safetyled Improvements (incl.
pedestrian / cycle safety measure:
changes to traffic speeds,
enhanced signage, traffic calming

Address identified safety concerns within identified
Travel Corridors; improve road user safety, including
vulnerable road users; reduce frequency and severity
traffic collisions.

measures)

Demand Management Improvement to conditions for vehicular based travel,
Improvements (incl. junction with resultant benefits in terms of congestion and
layout amendments, additnal delay; manage demand throughout identified Travel

capacity for sustainable modes) Corridors.

Encourage modal shift; reduce vehicle congestion;
improve overall public realm; facilitate easy access
between transport modes; secondary benefits to
cyclists (e.g. improved safety).

Multi-Modal Hubs

Public Transport Infrastructure
Improvements (e.g. Bus Stop
Improvemens in Centres and on

Promote improvements to bus stops and facilities, ar
recommend locations of new bus stops to bridge gap

Galway County Development Plan 202028
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local routes), in conjunction with in network to enhance public transport connectivity
NTA and accessibility.

Support Rail Duatig (between Increased service frequency and journey times,
Ballinasloe, Athenry & Galway Cit enhanced public transport offer.

Support Western Rail Corridor Expansion of sustainable mode choicastfavel on the
Proposals (subject to outcome of = Western rail corridor, including connectivity between
Government Rail Review) Athenry and Tuam.

Improved connectivity for cyclists; enhanced safety f
cyclists and other road users; wider benefits to bus

Local Walking / Cycling Routes journey times; encourageycling uptake; contribute to
rural development; enhance linkages with local rural
routes.

Improved connectivity for cyclists; enhanced safety f
cyclists and other roadsers; benefits to bus journey
times (through the removal of cyclists from bus lanes
which can reduce bus speeds and increase delay).

National Cycle Routes (between
Dublin, Ballinasloe, Galway City
and Clifden)

Reduced congestion upon approach and within Gglw
City by reduction of private vehicle trips improving
journey times, wider benefits to journeys to and from
Galway City.

Support for Park & Ride Provision
(e.g. near M6 / N6 junction at
Ardaun)

Increased use of electric vehicles and gradual reduct

eIt ief [SIZEie Emeles in petrol / diesel vehicles for personal use.

1.2.5 The measures proposed in the GCTPS will be primarily be delivered via actions from the
/ 2dzy OAf Qa4 w2l Ra& RSLINIYSyid O6Ay LI NOYSNRBRKALI
relevant), and through the application of associated policies in relation to ldrenpg and
consent of new developments as described within the CDP. The proposed areas of growth
which are described within the CDP have been selected in part due to their ability to support
the delivery of enhanced active and sustainable modes of traidler through the direct
provision of new infrastructure or via an increase in the customer base for public transport
modes.

1.2.6 The measures and policies which are described within the GCTR®apiér 6 of the CDP
are therefore designed to work togethes tmaximise the potential benefits of growth for the
transport networks, and to protect the efficient and safe operation of these networks for both
existing and future residents of Galway County, and those who visit for work and leisure
purposes.

Galway County Development Plan 202028
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2. INTRODUCTION

2.1 Overview

2.11

2.1.2

Galway County Council (the Council) is developing a new Transport Strategy for the county
alongside Local Transport Plans for the towns of Tuam and Ballinasloe. The Galway County
Transportand Planningstrategy (G@S) will sit alongde and support the Galway County
Development Plan (2022028). The GCTPSis distinct from andseparate to the published
Galway Transport Strategy (20Which was prepared by Galway City Council in partnership
with Galway County Council and the NationarBport Authority

SYSTRA Ltd (SYSTRA) has been commissioned by the Council to support the development of
the GCPS Through this work, SYSTRA has identified a range of measures and options suitable
for the context of Galway County relating to the pedestr cycle, public transport andad

networks.

2.2 Purpose of the Strategy

221

222

Chapter 6 of the County Development Plan (CDBRY Y NA 4S& GKS / 2dzy OAf Qa
transport as follows:

Wo encourage investment and improvengatross all sectors wansport that will
support targeted populationeconomic growthand more sustainable modes o
travelincluding, walking, cycling and public transyidrt

The GCTPS therefore comprises a series of technical exercises which have been carried out to
establishcurrent transportation activity patterns, trends, and areas where existing residents
and visitors could be better served by the transport networks and infrastructure. The analysis
is then expanded to consider the anticipated effects of planned new devedopas defined
within the CDP, and applies these findings to a series of option development exercises for
defined corridors of movement within the County, including connections to adjacent Counties
and the Galway City area. The option development processiders possible interventions

and associated measures by mode which could be delivered either via the Council or in
partnership with other key stakeholders; these are then compared against one another in
terms of how they respond to identified key objaets for particular corridors which have
been defined through consultation witthe Council, and the responses received from
stakeholders and the public via the recéredraft Issues Papaonsultation exercise for the

CDP as a whole.

Figure 2. Option DevelopmentProcess

Option Sifting

Information Longlist of against

Gathering /

Identification Shortlist of

of Issues

Options

Options Strategic

Data Review Objectives
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2.2.3 The resulting preferred options for each corridor are then brought together to form mode
based strategies; within each mode strategy, the method for achieving the relevant transport
policy objectives (as defined within Chapter 6 of the CDPgsepted. Additional information
is also presented with regard to a range8dipporting measure@wvhich will be applied to
strengthen the impacts of the strategy as a whole, and to address particular areas of
opportunity including rural transport servicesprkplace and school travel, and application
of new and emerging technologies and transport solutions.

2.3 Structure of the Report

2.3.1 Following this introductory section, the remainder of the GCTPS is structured as follows:

(o]

Section 3provides a summary and assesent of relevant national, regional and
local transport policies, with references to other associated policies and the CDP as
appropriate:

Section 4establishes the Transport Context for the existing transport networks,
examining infrastructure, currenevels of use, and expected changes to these
patterns as a result of thelanned developments set out in the CDP;

Section 5explains how the ovearching principles and key objectives for the
strategy have been determined, and how this has in turn inforntbkd
methodology for developing the corriddrased assessment approach;

Section 6 provides the analysis, results and comparisons of the corridor
assessments, the identified alternative options for each, and the identification of
the preferredmeasures based on existing and expected future travel demands;
Section 7sets out the proposed Walking and Cycling Strategy for the County area,
including national and regional cycle routes, local connectivity and associated
active travel measures;

Section8 addresses the proposed Public Transport Strategy for the County area,
including bus and coach services and infrastructure provision, rail services and
proposed improvements, access and connectivity to public transport hubs, stations
and stops,andthe2 Y2 GA 2y 2F GaSlyYfSaaé Lzt Ao
Section 9details the proposed Road Network Strategy for the County area,
including the approach to maintaining and enhancing the efficient and safe use of
the road network,planned improvements to nationand regional routes, and
access to Galway City;

Section 10sets out how a variety of supporting measures will be investigated and
developed to complement the mode strategies, including vehicular and cycle
parking, school and workplace travel, Park andeRi&tride facilities, and rural
transport enhancement and support;

Section 11provides summariesf key destinations within Galway County, which
have played an important role in influencing the development of the GCTPS. These
includethe Key Townsf Balinasloe and Tuagmther urban settlements and the
Metropolitan Area Strategi®lan(MASP) area, demonstrating how the corridor
strategies, modal strategies and supporting measures will combine in defined
geographic areas to achieve the stated Policy Objestand deliver positive change

for residents employeesand visitors to these areas; and

Section 12provides a summary of the GCTPS and draws conclusions on how the
implementation of the proposed strategies will deliver against the Policy Objectives

Galway County Development Plan 202028
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defined within the CDP, and contribute to the wider success and positive growth
within Galway County over the plan period.

2.3.2 A series of appendices (A@ s included with this report

° Appendix A Bus Service Routing & Frequency;
° Appendix B Model DataAnalyss &Factoring Proces@verview; and
° Appendix C Travel Corridor Technical Notes.
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3. POLICY CONTEXT

3.1 Overview

3.1.1 This section provides an overvi®fvpolicy and guidance at a national, regional and local level
that has been utilised to inform development of t&CTP.S

3.2 National Policy
Project Ireland 204@ National Planning Framework (NPF)

3.2.1 The NPF is a lortgrm strategic development plan for Ireland, setting out planning policy up
to 2040. The NPF outlines key national strategic outcomes and priorities, as identified in
Figure3. These are designed to guide public and private investmeattivd county and help
shape future growth. The NPF seeks to enable all parts of Ireland (rural and urban) to
& dz00SaaFfdzZte | O0O2YY2RIF(GS 3ANRGUGK FyR OKIy3aSs
regions and cities other than Dukdin 6 / KI LJG SNJ H ®dm0 ®

Figure 3. NPF Nabnal Strategic Outcomes

1. Compact Growth 2. Enhanced Regional
Accessibility

10. Access to Quality
Childcare, Education

nid Health . .
Services National Strategic

Outcomes

8. Transition to a Low
Carbon and Climate
Resilient Sodety

6. High-f.,!.lalitf
International
Connectivity

® fiin &

1 M

3.2.2 Table 2.1 alongsidBlational Policy Objectiwelb and 1c set out projected growth across
Ireland. TheNorthern and Western Regiom which Galway County is located, is projected to
accommodate population growth of betweek60,0® and 180,000by 2040, increasing the
populationto just overone million. Of this growth40,000to 45,000is expected irGalway
City andts auburbs representing a 5&60% growthApproximatelyl15,000 additional people
are forecast to be iemploymentin the Northern and Western Regiobringing the total to
450,000people.
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3.2.3 Transport and connectivity are key to a number of National Strategic Outcomes detailed in
the NPF, and th&CTPSeeks to respond to these.

3.2.4 National StrategicOutcomel (Compact Growthjooks tocreate more attractive places to
live by ensuring sustainable growth. In doing so it promotes a shift toveargtainable modes
of travel (walking, cyclingnd public transport)at all levels, includingrban cities, smaller
towns villages and rural areas

3.2.5 National StrategicOutcome 2 (Enhanced Regional Accessibilitifjcorporates improved
connectivity and accessibility between key urban centres of population and their regions, and
between major citiesTransport sits at the reat of this outcome, with a range of measures

identified including:

o
o
o
o

Maintaining strategic capacity and safety of the National Road Network;
Planning future capacity enhancements;
Improving average journey times;

Enabling effective traffic management, inding the reallocation of roadpace in
appropriate locations to favour public transport services and walking / cycling

facilities;

Advancing orbital traffic management solutions such as the GaBitgiRing Road;
Upgrading sections of the N17 northwards to facilitate development of the Atlantic
Economic Corridor from Galway; and
Strengthening public transport connectivity betweeneastand large growth towns,
improving services and journey time reliability.

3.2.6 National Strategic Outcome 4 (Sustainable Mobilityighlights thatthe overall objectives of
& dzLIL3mEodirg, infegraNa dedlid N Iy a ¢ B NI

enabling sustainable mobility choices. It notes that that large parts of Ireland are heavily
dependent on vehicular travel, resulting in increased congestion, whilst the-citierail
network is integral in offering sustainable tehalternatives.

iKS

bt C

NI

3.2.7 Assuch, it looks toxpandthe public transporbffer as a way of discouragingruse,redudng
congestion improving air quality and supporting sustainalplepulation and employment
growth. This will be done through theetivery of key bus-based projects in identified cities
and towns providingpublic transport infrastructure and services to meet the needs of smaller
towns and rural areasand development ch comprehensive network of safe cycling routes
in metropolitan areastowns andvillages where appropriate.

3.2.8 National StrategicOutcome3 (Strengthened Rural Economies Communitie9 recognises
0KS AYLRNIFYyOS 2F LNBflyRQa
seeks to ensureegional and local roadare maintained, withstrategic road improvement
projectsundertakenin rural areasvhere necessarto ensure access to critical servigeach
as education, healthcare and employmgnwhilst also promoting ‘Hationwide community
based public transport systemm rural Ireland which responds to local needs under the Rural
Transport Network and similar initiativash

NHzNJ €

I NB I &

aeads)

by R

3.2.9 The NPF also supports the sustainable growth of rural communities, including through
development in rural areas and improvements to local connegtithtough the transport

network.
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3.2.10 National Strategic Outcome 7 (Enhanced Amenities & Heritageps thatattractive places
provide easy access to amenities and services through an integrated transport network and
sustainable travahfrastructure, such as pedestrian and cycling facilities. It stresses that focus
is required on improving walking and cycling routes and measures targeted at enhancing
permeability and connectivity.

3.2.11 Chapter 3.3 of the NPF sets out regipecific objectigs and policies for the Northern and
Western Region, including specific to Galway, which are intended to support identified
growth targets. From a transport perspective, this includes:

- Progressing the sustainable development of new greenfield areas disimigc
and the development of supporting public transport and infrastructure, suc 1 as
at Ardaun;

- Improving access and sustainable transport links to, and integration with the
existing employment areas to the east of the City at Parkmore, Ballybrii and
Merwue;

- Determining the sustainable future development of the Galway Airport sit. for
employment and/or residential use together with supporting facilities nd
infrastructure;

- Provision of a Citywide public transport network, with enhanced access )ility
between existing and proposed residential areas and the City Centre, third evel
institutions and the employment areas to the east of the city;

- Development of a strategic cycleway network with a number of high cap city
flagship routes; and

- Delivery of the Galwagity Ring Rodd ®

3.2.12 Chapter 6.2 (Healthy Communities) recognises that ability to access services and amenities is
- 1Se O02YLRYSYyd Ay (GKS LRLzZ I GA2yQa ljdzr f AGe
the car and reduced levels of physical activity. Comities should be designed to support
LIK@&A Ot | OGA @A (i e@generdudlN3iz& Hdotgatlis, Safelcyc Rades dnd W
accessible recreation are@sp 2 A RSNJ SO2y2YAO oSySTAda I NB | f
Obijective 27 responds to this:

W9 y dhdziN@yration of safe and convenient alternatives to the car into the de :ign
of our communities, by prioritising walking and cycling accessibility to both ex iting
YR LINPLI2&ASR RS@St2LIYSydasz yR AydtaANIGAY:

3.2.13 Galvay City and its suburbs are recognised as a growth area due to future growth enablers

including:
° Regeneration projects around the city centre;
° Opportunities to intensify housing development;
° Sustainable development areas on new greenfield land for hgusind the

development of supporting public transport infrastructure;
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° An enhanced cityvide public transport network with better links between new
residential developments and the city centre;

° A focus on improving public realm spaces, especially wherslemisal and
employment areas are linked to pedestrian infrastructure;

° Development of a strategic cycle network; and

° Construction othe Galway City Ring Road.

Future homes should be located in areas that can support sustainable development, with
efficient provision of infrastructure, easy access to a range of local services and opportunities
for sustainable travel modes including public transport, walking and cycling.

The NPF commits to climate action, with targets to reduce carbon diexmdssions by 80%
(compared to 1990 levels) by 2050 across the transport, electricity and built environment
sectors. National Policy Objective 64 commits to improving air quality, including through
sustainable development that supports public transport wgalking and cycling.

Through the NPF, the government will support enegfficient development through housing

and employment space located along public transport corridors, enabling an increase in public
transport use and a reduction in car dependentiie NPF aims tassist in reducing emissions

and supporting public transport, walking and cycling as more favourable modes of transport
in favour ofprivate caruse (Chapter 9.4).

NPFSUMMARY

Responding to the NPF, tiieCTPSeeks to:

°  Promotesustainable gowth through improving public transport, walking ar 1
cycling infrastructure in appropriate locations;

° Committo reducingemissionsand becomeclimate resilient by encouragin
sustainable travaliptakeand decreasing dependency on single car trips thro gh
improved accessibility to sustainable transport modes;

°  Improwe connectivity of regional areas with Galw@yy and its environsDublin
and otherstrategic locationsand

°  Promot sustainable development througin integrated approach to transpoil
and land use, including suitable relationship betweepublic transport
connectionsandhousing/ employment growth.

Project Ireland 204@ National Development Plan (NDP) 202827

3.2.17 The NDP identifies investment priorities that underpin the spatial strategy and

implementation of the NPF over its first ten years. Major investment projects underway set
out in the NDP that seek to support the National Strategic Outcomes set out in the NPF
include:

° Compact GrowthHousing& Sustainable Investment Development4.5bn):

Development of high density cities is a key priority with over 50% of future
housingto be locatedin cities and 30% in other regions. This growth will be
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supported through investment in high quality public and sustainable
transport systems.

A reserve otlevelopment land is needed to achieve this objectazbn has
been allocated to the Urban Regeneration and Development Fund to support
the growth enablers in the five cities identified in the NPF, including a
regeneration plarfor GalwayQty.

° Enhanced Regional AccessibillRegional Roads Netwoi Accessibility to the
North ¢ Westo 2.3bn):

Improvement toroad linkages, particularly in the nortliest region. A high
quality road network is envisioned to ensure all areas are linked to Dublin
and to one another.

Priority is placed ordelivery ofthe Atlantic Corridor, impramg connectivity
betweenCork, Limerick, Galway and Sligo.

Maintainingexisting transport networks to a high qualityith the Galway
City Ring Roamb benefit from maintenace funding.

Prioritise finding toenhancethe existing inteturban rail networkjncluding
improved journey times andonnectivity on the Dublito Galwayroute. A
programme ofintroduction ofnew diesel, electric trains in 2022 planned
enhancing the ail fleet through provision of approximately 300 new
carriagesThe potential extension of the Western Rail Corridor from Athenry
to Tuamis noted as enhancing connectivity and facilitatimgincrease in ralil
passenger numbers

° Sustainable MobilityPublt Transport &.6bn):

Delivery of ligh quality and integrated public transportwith the aim of
reversingcurrent congestion issues through improving transport offer.
Introduction of traffic management, bus priority and other smart travel
projects in Galway Cityto relieve congestion such as through the
BusConnectprogramme, which enables higher frequency of bus services
and easier access to services.

Public transport investment aludestowardsbus and rail fleet, delivery of
the BusConnects programméransition to use of low emission buses
including electric buses, provision of Park & Ride facilities in strategic
locations, delivery of improved walking and cycling netwpskippating rail
and bus station improvementsand providing electric vehicle charging
infrastructure where required.

° Transition to a LovCarbon and Climate Resilient Soci@tyd m ¢y 0 Y

Implementation of anew renewable energy support scheme by 2030
enabling a move towards green energyuse. Tansportrelated NDP
objectives that respond to the climate challengelude increased uptake in
electric vehicles and provision of supporting charging infrastructure;
implementation of the BusConnects programme; trainsitto electric buses;
and provision of comprehensive walking and cycling networks.
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The NDP presents a variety of projects and funded schemes which seek to « nsure
that the National Strategic Outcomes in the NPF are delivaredGCTPWill:

° Promote sustainable development through ensuring public transg ort
connections are suitably located servehousing and employment spaces;

°  Work with key stakeholders toyed dzNBE DI f g 2 Qa NRFR y S g2 NJ
ensure safety;

° Improve facilities and acesibility of public transport, walking and cyclii g
infrastructure topromote uptake irsustainable travel; and

°  Give consideration to ways of promoting and encouraging sustainable tran port
usage, implementation of Park & Ride schemes and other traffic gemant
measures.

National Climate Action PlaiNCAPR019

3.2.18 As a member state of the European Union, Ireland became a signatory of the Paris Agreement
in 2015. This aims to limit global warming to below two degrees centigrade above pre
industrial levels andemperature increase to 1.5 degrees. To contribute to the achievement
of this, Ireland is required to deliver a 30% reduction (relative to 2005 levels) in greenhouse
gas emissions by 2030.

3219 ¢NI YALR NI ¢l & NBaLR ydrdemhbuSe gasiNidsions ih @018, and was NB |
second only to agriculture in terms of emission share by sector. Road transport accounted for
the majority of these emissions, with private cars accounting for 40%, Heavy Goods Vehicles
(HGVs) 14% and Light Goodhieles (LGVS) 6%, with public and private buses accounting for
less than 3% of emissions.

3.2.20 The NCARets out targets, measures and actions for a range of sectors to facilitate the level
of decarbonisation required to achieve 2030 targets for carbon emmssand create a
pathway towards achieving net zero emissions by 2050. Decarbonising transport is a key tenet
of the NCAP, and requires a significant modal shift from private car use towards public
transport and active travel, as well as a significant uptakelectric vehicles and increased
use of biofuels.

3.2.21 The NCAP seeks to promote:

° Sustainable growth that is less transport intensive through efficient planning,
remote and homeworking and modal shift towards public transport;

° Accelerated uptake of electricars and vans so as all new cars and vans are electric
by 2030; and

° Conversion of public transport fleets to zero carbon alternatives.

3.2.22 ltis supported by measures set out in Project Ireland 2Bd0seek to enable climati&iendly
development, includingncreased electric vehicle use, additional charging infrastructure to
cater for planned growth, no new nexero emissions vehicles to be sold beyond 2030 and
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delivery of the BusConnects programme, which targets a 50% increase in bus passenger
numbers ovethe lifetime of the project in major cities.

Chapter 10 of the NCAP details targets and actions specific to trangpaange of targets

are identified, including reducing transpemslated carbon dioxide emissions by%45050%
(relative to 203(Qre-NDP projections); increasing electric vehicle use, including cars, vans and
buses; provision of a supporting charging network and-¢astrging infrastructure; and
implementing changes to blend proportions of biofuels in road transport to 10% in @etdol

12% in diesel.

To achieve these targets, a suite of measures are identified; these centre on providing high
quality public transport, cycling and walking infrastructure to reduce private car dependency
and associated congestion. Measures focus on:

° Modal Shift Implementation of major sustainablaobility projects, expansion of
cycling and walking networks, promotion of compact growth and integration of
land use and transport policies development of an overall Park & Ride
Implementation Plan, and consdhtion of local travel planning / behavioural
change programmes

0 Public Fleet ConversiorTransition to LEVs including electric buses, creation of a
roadmap fortransition to LEVs faall public urban bus fleets by 2035, and passing
legislation to enabld.ocal Authorities to introduce lovand zereemission zones
and

° Electric Vehicles Expansion of the EV charging network, delivery of charging
infrastructure under the Climate Action Fund, requirement for new-nesidential
buildings with more than 10 pking spaces to provide at least one recharging point,
and securing public investment to drive confidence in the availability and reliability
of public charging infrastructure.

3.3 Regional Policy

3.3.1

3.3.2

3.3.3

Northern & Western Regional Assembly, Regional Spatial and Ewin&trategy (RSES)
20202032

The RSES provides a development framework for the Northern and Western Region over the
12 year period from 2020 to 2032, supporting effective implementation of the NPF alongside
relevant Government economic policies and objees.

The RSES is bespoke to the Northern & Western Region (encompassing Galway alongside
Cavan, Donegal, Leitrim, Mayo, Monaghan, Roscommon and Sligo) and is centred around the
National Policy Objectives and National Strategic Outcomes of therédpiending through

a series of Regional Policy Objectives (RPO).

The overall strategic vision of the RSES is:

we2 LIXFE F fSFRAY3I NRES Ay GKS GNIFyat2NNII
YIEGdzNF €2 AyOf dzAA@S YR aAYEFNI LXFOS (2
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3.3.4 Five Growth Ambitions are detailed (Figure 16). Connected Ambition recognises the role
OGN YALRNI LIXleéa Ay LINRBY2GAYy3 (GKS NBIA2Y QA
living and visiting, and commits to supporting investment in sustainable transpEasures.

3.3.5 The region is highly dependent on private car use, with 2016 Census data confirming 70% of
commuter trips are made by private car. In response, whilst there are limited opportunities
for use of sustainable transport modes in parts of the regibe, RSES identifies four high
level transport principles:

° Improving strategic and local connectivity;

° Improving access to public transport facilities;

° Catering for the role of the car within the region; and

° Ensuring sustainable development to cater forggerm growth through reducing
levels of traffic congestion.

3.3.6 A Metropolitan Area Strategic Plan (MASP) has been prepared for Galway, providing an
implementation strategy for development outcomes in the Galway Metropolitan Area, which
encompasses Galway Zind surrounding parts of the county, as showirigure 4

Figure 4.Galway Metropolitan Area Boundary

[ Galway MASP Boundary 0 2.5 5 7.5 km
[ Galway City boundary (2016 census) [ s |

\
NWRA RSES, Figure 19

3.3.7 The RSES recognises the significant influence Galway has in the development of the region,
including the extent of the region from which employees commute to the city centre, detailed
in Fgure 5 This extends beyond Tuam to the north, Clifden to the west, towards Ballinasloe
in the east and beyond Gort to the south.
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3.3.8 The population othe Metropolitan Area is projected to grow by 27,500 to 2026 and by a
further 14,500 to 2031, with the population of the city and suburbs accommodating 23,000
to 2026 and a further 12,000 to 2031. Within Galway County, residential growth areas are
identified in Bearna to the west, Oranmore to the east &adle Chlaito the northeast, with
industrial / technology growth identified in Oranmore and arouhe formerGalway Airport.

3.3.9 Oranmore itis identified as a strategic location for large scale resideleti@lopment of scale
across 33 hectares of land; this is supported through its location on the Galway to
Dublin/Limerick rail route and connectivity to the wider road network (M6 and M17/M18
motorways). Oranmore also has potential to accommodate l@@ée employment growth
(27 hectares), alongside nearby Parkmore (38 hectares).

3.3.10 It is recognised that the projected growth in the Galway Metropolitan Area will be
accompanied by a range of challenges; the RSES, through the MASP, seeks to address these
through integrated and timely provision of infrastructure, as set out within the document
over the short (66 years), medium (@2 years) and lonterm (1220 years). At the heart of
this is the integration of housing development and transport infrastructure gramote
sustainable travel patterns.

3.3.11 The Galway Transport Strategy and City Centre Management Plan have been prepared for
Galway City, highlighting proposed plans and strategies to improve connectivity within the
city and surrounding area. In summarygtfollowing proposals are due to be delivered as
part of the Galway Transport Strategy:

° The Galway City Ring Road (currently at planning stdmge)aims to support
development, improve accessibility and enhance connectivity to the city and areas
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to the west of the city. The Ring Road will support-bibyind, crosscity and cross
county trips that cannot be facilitated by other measures (RPO 3.6.7).Development
of the Tuam Bus Corridor, Dublin Road Bus Corridor and a-@tgdsus network,
providing high frequency services that extend to Oranmore to the east and Bearna
to the west, withinthe Gunty.

° Provision of a strategic cycle network, incorporating connections between
residential areas and areas of employment and a primary network of routes
including two greenways to Oranmore and Bearna.

° Improved pedestrian facilities as a means of reducing traffic volumes in the city
centre alongside improvements to pedestrian networks in suburban areas,
including to places of employment at Parkmore and Bailly

° Provision of Park & Ride facilities on approaches to and periphery of the city,
ensuring these link to the wider bus network.

° Longterm development of Ceannt Station Quarter allowing the station to act as a
key multirmodal interchange.

° Double trackng of the line between Galway and Athlone, or a more limited
provision of stopping bays, is identified as a strategic project to enhance
accessibility and connectivity (RPO 3.6.9).

3.3.12 Section 3.8 of the RSES set outs priorities for Key Towns within toa.régiese are defined
I aregidhally strategic employment centres of significant scala tiave the potential to
accommodate a significant level of growth in population and employment through

appropriate investment in infrastructure, support services anff I OSYI 1 Ay.3 AYyAl,

Ballinasloe and Tuarare located withirCountyGalway.

3313 . FftAylrat2Ss t20FGSR 0Of2asS G2 GKS 02NRSN) g

SYLX 28YSyid Ay Sraid DFrfgleQd LG A& €20F 0SSR
Coridors and benefits from its strategic location in terms of access to the rail and road (M6
motorway) network. Three key future priorities for the town relate specifically to transport:

- Promoting sustainable land use and transport solutions, whilst cagitglon
the opportunity presented by the railway service and the M6 Motorway, so 1at
sustainable travel, including walking and cycling, and integrated land us¢ and
transportation become central to the development of new neighbourhoods nd
the future devéopment of Ballinasloe.

- Support the delivery of sustainable transport solutions including he
improvement of rail facilities and services serving Ballinasloe, includin¢c any
future expansion of the railway station for passengers and freight as requi >d.

- Enourage and support the development of a series of cycle and pedes rian
routes in the Ballinasloe area and in accordance with the Galway to Dublin ycle
Route and the Townspark Relief Road where feasible and in a sensitive m nner,
incorporating the streamgjvers, woods, and canal.

3.3.14 Tuam is located 33km from Galway City and is directly connected to Ireland West Airport
Knock, Shannon Airport and Limerick viali& northbound andecently opened M17/M18
motorway southbound whilst the M6 and M17 provide caoectivity to Dublin in
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approximately two and a half hours. Five migioationsfor development are identified, with
key priorities including:

- Address deficiencies in the existing pedestrian and cycle network to proi 10te
walking, cycling and broader sustaitatravel initiatives and resultantly reduc @
car dependency.

- Capitalise on the compact urban form of Tuam town centre by encoure jing
greater connectivity for new development which promotes and encoure jes
walking and cycling ensuring that principles oftairmble transportation along
with practical design measures become central to the development of ew
neighbourhoods.

3.3.15 TheRSE&dvises the preparation of.ocal Transport Plar(LTP¥or identified key towndo
support compact growth and sustainable mobility. L ®Psuld identify and prioritise
objectives in relation to sustainable travel infrastructure and plan for the efficient movement
of people within and outside of tharea served by the LTP, whigoulddeliverappropriate
measures tgoromote walking, cycling and public transpaideto create accessible spaces
(RPO 6.29).

3.3.16 Section 5.8details developmentpriorities in relation to walking and cycling networks. A
W{AONFr0S3e F2N) Cdzli dzNB | YROVSAWEFY & DRESYidA 21IQ
providing a framework for the future development of Greenways. This includes prowision
a Dublinto Galway National Greenway antthe Conamara Greenway, alongside the
international EuroveloRoutes 1 and 2. In addition, the RSES suppmothe development of
Blueways along existing and disused waterways (RPO %d2@tified routesinclude the
Lough Derg Blueway, extending from Portumna to KillalBearriff.

3.3.17 Sections 6.2 and 6.3 of the RSES set out challerggpportunities and investment priorities
related to transport Identified outcomes from this investment include strengthening public
transport, walking and cycling accessibility within Galway City and surrounding areas,
improving public transport relidlity and journey times to Dublin and other regional cities and
protectingroad capacity. Key transport investment priorities within the RSES include:

0 Road Networky wt h cop adlrdSa dGKFdG GKS OF LI OA G
networks will be maintaind, managed and enhanced to ensure optimal use, with
future capacity enhancements planned where appropriate. RPO 6.6 states that
investment commitments such afelivery ofthe Galway City Ring Road will be
securedby 2027

° Rail Network Improvements shdd be made to service frequencies, travel time
reductions and the integration of local transport services. Key priorities include
dualling the track between Athlone, Athenry and Galway to increase service
frequency (RPO 6.12), completion of a review of ¥Mestern Rail Corridor
proposals to link Limerick, Galway and Sligo, including Phases 2 (Athenry to Tuam)
and 3 (Tuam to Claremorris) for passenger and freight movement (RPO 6.11), and
pre-appraisal and early planning of a rail line between Athenry, T@daremorris
and Sligo (RPO 6.13).

° Bus Network Improvements should be focused on the connectivity between
regional areas, with RPO 6.20 stating how transport network reviews should be
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undertaken to identify where additional regional support is requirBiPO 6.21
discusses how bus services, including rural programmes, will need to provide a
better connected pubic transport service. Key interchange facilities should also be
provided were necessary, with improved passenger information services. There is
a canmitment to using low emission bus fleets.

° Rural TransportRural bus services are provided through the Transport For Ireland
(TFI) Local Link programme, meeting the needs of communities outside larger
settlement areas. Sustainable travel modes shouttdinae to be provided in rural
areas, supported by walking and cycling infrastructure (RPO 6.23).

° Walking& Cycling There is move to increase sustainable travel in favour of private
car use. RPO 6.26 notes walking and cycling infrastructure and netslarigkl be
improved through the implementation of Local Transport Plans for the Galway
Metropolitan Area and further regional growth areas and key toWinsluding
Ballinasloe and Tuam)

° Electric VehiclesThere is move to reduce dependency on fossil furefavour of
alternative fuels for transport. RPO 6.34 notes that safe recharging points should
be provided across the region, including in public parking and employment spaces.

3.3.18 To support the creation of healthy places and a healthy environment, RP€dipp8rtsthe
promotion of high quality and accessible public open spaces, including prioritising access to
walking and cycling networks. RPO 74&eksto ensure local housingand transport
accessibility is developetd meetthe needs of an aging populatipthose with disabilities
and younger people.

RSESUMMARY

The RSES provides a provides a development framework to support eff ctive
implementation of the NPF. TIe@CTPill:

°  Promote the integration of housing and employment land uses with key pi blic
transport corridors and interchanges;

°  Support measures and investment priorities detailed in the Galway Tran: Jort
Strategy;

° Improve local connectivity through improved bus facilities and walking nd
cycling infrastructure, developed from reviews of existiagves;

°  Cater for longterm growth in the area through encouraging a modal shift av ay
from private car use and the development of LTPs to help achieve this; an

° Ensure Ballinasloe and Tuam are key focus areas in terms of impr wving
sustainable transport amections.
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3.4 Local Policy

34.1

3.4.2

3.4.3

344

345

3.4.6

Galway County Development Plan (202D28)

The County Development PI@@PD}etsout the strategy and methods through which future
planning and sustainable development of the county will be achieved for the period to 2028.
Preparation of the CDP commenced in June 2020, with the first of three public consultation
periods running betwer June and September 2020.

Chapter 6 (Transport&lovemeny) sets out the ways in whickppropriate provision for the
safeguarding and upgrading of existing transgaftastructure will be ensured. It seeks to
build on the existing strengths within the caly while also addressing deficiencies in a
sustainable manner, including through takiagcount of climate change and creating more
sustainable communities.

TheCDHooks to:

Wncourage investment and improvemsrdcross all sectors @fansport that will
support targeted populationeconomic growthand more sustainable modes o
travelincluding, walking, cycling and public transyidrt

A number of strategic aims and associated policy objectiveislantified to relp achieve this.
Galway Transport Strateg\2017)

The Galway Transport Strategy was developed by Galway City Council, in partnership with
Galway County Council and the National Transport Authority, to address current and future
identified transport issuesand opportunities within Galway City and the surrounding
metropolitan area; this includes Bearna, Oranmore Badle Chléiras identified irFigure 6

Figure 6.Galway Transport Strategy Study Boundary

Galway City Boundary

Gity Centre Area

Galway Transport Strategy (Figure 2.1)

Itis intended to provide an implementation framewaork for transport proposals covering a 20
year period, andunderpins identified aims and objectives of both the Galway City
Development Plan and Galway County Development Plan.
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3.4.7 The Galway Transport Strategy recognises that Galway City (and surrounding areas)
experience congestion, particularly in peak hours, r@sgin journey time unreliability for all
transport modes. This is exacerbated by an overreliance on private car use, and results in
ar¥Sie 02y OSNyaz 2dzyOiArAzya FyR 1Se& fAyla 2LIS
vision and principle is:

Wo address the current and future transport needs of the city, a shift is ne :ded
towards sustainable travel, reducing the dependence on the private car and t king
action to make Galway more accessible and connected, improving the public ealm
and generallyenhancing quality of life for &)

3.4.8 The Strategy provides an overview of key orggstination trips within the study area. It
notes that private car use is the most dominant travel mode, hosting approximately 60% of
all trips within the City and surrounding area. It notes that over 45t060 trips are recorded
within POWSCAR for Galway City and surrounding area, with high trip volumes from key
origins and destinations shown in Figure 2.3 of the Transport Strapegsentedin Figure 7
for information.

Figure 7.Highest Trip Volumes (Origins & Destinations)

Ballybrit /
Parkmcre

Menvue

NUIG

City Centra

Salthill

Galway Transport Strategy (Figure 2.3)

3.4.9 Asuite of transport interventions are identified and set out within the City Transicategy,
split by mode. This includes for:

Traffic Network;

Local Public Transport;
Regional Public Transport;
Walking & Cycling; and
Supporting Transport Measures.

O o o o o

3.4.10 In terms of public transport measures that have scope to impact upon travel patterng;withi
the County, the strategy (Table 5.1) includes for upgrades to existing main bus corridors to
provide high frequency routes, including to Parkmore to the east of the city centre. As detailed
in Chapter 3 of the report, the Brown bus route would extendtarna to the west and
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Oranmore to the east, both located within Galway County. The strategy aspires for these
routes to operate at a frequency of at least once every 15 minutes, with high frequency to be
maintained across the daily period as opposed #i juithin peak hours.

3.4.11 Section 6.3 notes that a high proportion of trips to or from Galway City start or end outside
the city, and the provision of Park & Ride services can help to provide an alternative to private
car use within the city centre through égh frequency and reliable service. Corridors for Park
& Ride services are identified, with sites proposed including on the M7, the N17 and to the
west of the city.

GALWAY TRANSPORT STRABEGNIARY

The Galway Transport Strategy detadsange ofpriority transport infrastructure
projects, improvements and investmenfer Galway City and its environs. 1
response, thecCTP®ill:

°  Support key measures that impact upon movement and travel patterns w hin
the county and ensure further interventions taken forward are complemen ary
to these where appropriate;

° Promote sustainable travel options between identified key origins nd
destinations within the county for trips to and from Galway City; and

°  Consider stiability for Park & Ride site and scheme provision within the cou ty,
tying to Galway City Council proposals.

Galway County Walking & Cycling Strategy

3.4.12 The Galway County Walking & Cycling Strategy examines and deals with primary walking and
cyclingaspects of commuting, tourism and community exercise and activities in Galway
County. Tuam, Ballinasloe, Oranmore and Clifden are designated as major study towns.

3.4.13 The current cycling network is described as variable, with the betatity cycling facilies
usually provided as a result of road improvement schemes. The Strategy identifies the
| 2 dzy gbald f@ walkingind cycling ago:

° Encourage modal shift for students and workers from cars to walking and cycling;

° Boost tourism within the County throbigthe creation of walking and cycling
attractions and facilities;

° Develop local walking and cycling facilities to encourage uptake in local sporting
and physical exercise; and

° Raise public awareness of the benefits of walking and cycling.

3.4.14 Schemes identifi@ by the Council to be pursued as part of the Walking & Cycling Strategy
include:

° New Greenway routes, linking Galway City with Clifden, Oughterard, Ballinasloe,
Claregalway, Oranmore and Bearna,

° Cycle tracks along the N59 between Clifden and Galway City;

°o Cycle routes between Tuam and Athenry, Bearna and Scrib, Portumna and
Ballinasloe, and Loughrea and Gort;
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Upgrades to the National Cycle Routes from Clifden to Leenane and from Oranmore
to Kinvara; and
Provision of cycle hubs at Clifden, Oughterard &iagh Cuillinn.

3.4.15 The following targets are set out as part of the Strategy:

[o]

Increase the proportion of people who walk to work within the County from 5% to
20%:;

Increase the mode share for cycling for journeys to work from 1% to 8%;

Increase the number of chilen between ages five and twelve who walk to and
from school from 13% to 21%;

Increase the number of children between five and twelve years old who cycle to
and from school from 1% to 6%;

Students aged between 13 and 18 years

Increase the proportion oftudents aged 13 to 18 who walk to school / college to
match the national average as a minimum; and

Increase the number of students between 13 and 18 years old who cycle to school
/ college from 1% to 8%.

Galway County Development Plan 202028
Galway County Transpaahd Planningtrategy 2022 2028 300748/GCPS/02

FinalReport

May 2021 Page 31/137



SVYSTIA

4. TRANSPORT CONTEXT

4.1 Overview

4.1.1 This section of th&CTPgrovides a concise overview of existing transport conditions within
the county, alongside committed and proposed futuransport infrastructure schemes
Transport conditions are identifieso that the context of thdorecast growth as detailed
within the County Development Plamd its potential impact on the locedadand transport
network can be fully understood.

4.1.2 The transport network inthe wunty predominantly reflects its largely rural and sparsely
populated nature Large pas of the county are served by limited accessibilitystatable
transport modesalternativeto the private car available due to the dispersed population and
low level of urbaniation.

4.2 Study Area& Existing Land Use Context

4.2.1 TheGCTP#&overs the entirety of Galway County, including the metropolitan area surrounding
Galway City and the key towns of Ballinasloe and Tuam. Whilst Galway City itself sits outside
the spatial scope of th&CTPSt is recognises that it plays an important role and influence in
travel patterns and demand within the county.

4.2.2 A summary of the key towns and urban centres within the County that form part of the spatial
scope of theGCTP$ provided inTable2.

Table 2. Galway County Urban Area Hierarchy

DESIGNATION ‘ LOCATION

Baile Chlair
Bearna
Metropolitan Area Oranmore
Garraun
Briarhill
Ballinasloe
Key Town
Tuam
Strategic Potential Athenry
Gort

SeltSustaining Town
Loughrea
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Clifden

Maigh Cuilinn
Small Growth Town Oughterard

Portumna

Headford

Outside of these areas, the County is populated via a large number of small villages and
GNROO2Y ¢ RS@OSt2LISyd Fft2y3aAiARS GKS 201t NRI
change observed in the period 2011 to 2016 for the County is shofigime8; the mapping

shows that certain parts of rural Galway have experienced a reduction in population, whereas

other areas have seen an increase. The largest decreases in population within this period were
recorded in the Electoral Divisions (EDs) of Kildtr¢d2.5%) and Mountain-10.1%)

whereas the largest increases were recorded in Galway Rural (+18.5%), Kinvarra (+13.7%) and

Gort (+13.7%).
Figure 8. Populatio[]‘Change in Galway County (percentages) 202016

CSO Population Change 2011-2016 ’:;‘3* ¥
Percentage Change By Electoral Division |~ o >

{273 Galway Transportation and Planning Study Area & &, ¢
[ Galway Gty Administrative Area )
Population Change by Electoral Division - S 7
Percentage Change L J
B -12.5--9.4 4
B 04--63 5
6.3--3.1 4
3.1-0 ;
0-31 {:"\._/'—\
31-63 R
W 63-94 .
I 9.4-257 (/

It can be observed from this data that the areas of greatest negative change are largely found

in the western and soutieastern areas of the County, with the areas of greatest increase

located on the eastern side of the Galway Transportation and Plannéag k& is understood

that, outside of growth of the larger settlements identified in the urban hierarchy, increases

in population during this period have been driven by sreedlle local development for
K2dzaAy3aT GKS &GN} 0S3e 2tfoutind Yelehad inaticAMEBnd (1 K¢ &
regional planning policy documents seeks todmect future housing provision (and
associated increases in population) to locations where the benefits of higher density
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development (including for transport provision)rche realised. The impacts of these policies
for the provision of transport to, from and within the rural areas of the County are considered
further in Section 100f the GCTRP.S

4.3 Existing Walkingk Cycling Networks

4.3.1 The Council hagreviouslydeveloped a Walkg and Cycling Strategy (2018)is discusses
proposed improvements to walking and cycling infrastructure throughout the county. It
recognises that, as the average distance between neighbourhoods is not conducive for trips
on foot or by cycle, focus fahe provision of walking and cycling infrastructure is within or
along the fringe of key neighbourhood centres to reflect demand rather than between villages
and towns.

Walking Network & Infrastructure

4.3.2 local pedestrian networks are of variable qualibroughout the county most populated
areas benefit from some form of pedestrian network, however these frequently give only
fAYAGSR aLI} OS (G2 LISRSaGNARFya 2N I NB daAyTF2NYI
possess separate pedestrian patighere footways exist, the quality of the surfacing varies
and this has the potential to present problems for the less mobile, and those using mobility
aids or pushchairs / buggies for childréfhere are a variety of walking trails around the
county incluingbut not limited to, theBallinasloe Architectural Trail, Tuam Architectural Trail
and Oranmore Sli na Slainte.

Cycling Network & Infrastructure

4.3.3 There are multiple national cycle routes which pass throtighcaunty, including theN17,
N18, N59, N63, 65, N66, N67 and N8ghese primarily run to and from the Galway City area
in a radial pattern, connecting to adjacent countidéere are also a variety of local cycling
trails, including quiet cycling loops situated within the county.

4.3.4 However, itis notd thaton-street cycle infrastructure is variable in quality and limited across
the county, in part due to spatially constrained road carriageway widllysle lanes and
supporting infrastructure are not provided within a number of town centres, resuiting
cyclists required to mix with other road traffic and vehicles.

4.3.5 Sport Irelandprovide details regarding a rangd on- and offroad cycling trails within the
county. It is noted that orroad routes arepredominantlylocated within the west of the
county,extending from Claddaghdugg to Ballyconneely / Roundston

4.3.6 Offroad cycle trails include the Derroura Mountain Bike Trail, Aghrane Castlekellahdop
a number of trails within Portumna Forest Park.

4.3.7 A public cycle hire scheme operates within Galway @ity 22 docking stations providing
access to 195 cycles. It is noted that, whilst spatial coverage of the scheme does not extend
into the county, it offers potential for first and last mile connectivity for journeys made to and
from the county via publitransport.

4.3.8 The Eurovela (European Cycling Routes) Atlantic Coast and Capitalwdltes through the
county. The Atlantic Coast routis currently under development and waktend to the west
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and south of Galwagity, whilst the Capital routés at panning stage and is proposedrian
from Galway Cityo Oranmore, Athenry anBallinasloe

4.4 Existing Public TranspoNetwork

44.1

4.4.2

4.4.3

4.4.4

This section provides an overview of existing public transport infrastructure abmesunty.
This includes comprehensivenetwork of busservices rurby multiple operators including
both regional and local servicesnd key rail links

Bus& Coach

Galvay City and surrounding environs attract commuters from across the region and it is
therefore important to understand current and future proposed bus services provision, both
within Galway City and the county more widely.

Currently 12 bus routes operateithin GalwayGty, eight of which are funded through the
Public Service Obligation operated by Bus Eireawith four routes commercial services
operated by City Direct. The frequency of bus services on a typical weekdaybedviesn
one and five an hour

Figure 9. Existing Galway City Bus Routes (March 2021)
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A crosscity network proposahas beerdeveloped as part of the Galway Transport Strategy
known as the Galway BusConnects schdPmgposed bus routes identified within thealway
Transport Strategy are showim Figure 10Q with annotations showing the origin and
destination locations of each routg/hilstthe proposed routegpredominantly servehe city
centre,one route prown) extends to Bearn#&o the eastand Oranmore to the westthis will
allow interchanges onto local link bus routgserating further afield within the county.
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ProposedGalwayCity Bus Routes

Bearna — City Centre -
Oranmore

Clybaun Road - City
Centre - Castlegar

Knocknacarra — City
Centre — Parkmore
Industrial Estate

Knocknacarra - City
Centre — Parkmore
Industrial Estate

4.4.5

Galway Transport Strategy

The proposed routewill provide enhanced service frequep@nd a cashlesfare systemA

network of Park& Ride sitesare also proposed to be located on the periphery of the tty
enable efficient interchange onto buses.

4.4.6

A number of bus operators run services throughthé county. These servkeydestinations

including Gahay City, Tuam, Ballinasloe, Portumna, Lough@at and ClifdenTheroutes
and general distribution of these services are showhigurell.

Figure 11.

Bus Services in the wider Galway County Area
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Transportfor Ireland (TFI) Local Link provides localdarsgices to enable better links between
rural transport and national bus / rail services throughout Ireland. Two types of local link
service operate in Galway:

° Timetabled Rural Servicesdaily bus services operating on a fixed route and
timetable; and

° Doorto-Door Routes services that operatebased on local demantthat require
pre-booking.

There are three regular rural servictst operate withinGalway as detailed irFigure 12
These provide connectivity betweeortumnaand Ballinasloe Loughrea and Gort, and
LoughreaandBallinasloe

Figure 12. Local Link Bus Routes

M1

Loughrea to Ballinasloe
* Mon —Fri: 3 to 4 services
daily

Galway.

Route 934 Gort to

Loughrea

*  Mon - Fri: 2 services
daily

Route 547 Portumna to

.4 | Ballinasloe

* Mon - Sat: 4 services
daily

*  Sun: 2 services daily

OpenStreetMapRebruary 202)L

Door-to-door services provide connectivityo multiple areas within the county. All services
arerun on a demand responsive baaisd satimetables are of a flexible nature

A total of 53 dooito-door services operate within the county, withe majority providing a
service on weekdays onlyFull cetails of destinations served and service frequency is
containedat AppendixA.

Rail

Two rail routes operated by larnréd Eireann run within the county, from Galway Ceannt to
Dublin Heuston and from Galway Ceannt to Limerick Colbert. The routes of the two rail routes
are shown irFigure 13Within the county, the Galway Ceannt to Dublin Heuston route serves
Oranmore, Athenry, Attymon, Woodlawn and Ballinasloe, whilst the Galway Ceannt to
Limerick Colbert serves Oranmore, Athenry, Cratalh Ardrahan and Gort.
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Figure 13. Rail Routes

Ireland.

Galway

| Galway Ceannt — Dublin Heuston

AN

| Galway Ceannt — Limerick Colbert }

OpenStreetMapNarch2021)

4.4.12 Up to nine services operate in each direction between Galway and Dublin every weekday,
with one service in the morning peak hour. It is noted that additional-aastt services run

that callat Athenry but not at Ballinaslodring total service numbett® 17 per dayin each
direction. Five services operate in each directibatween Galway Ceannt and Limerick
Colbert every weekday and Saturday, with four services operating in each direction o

4.4.13

Sundays.

Rail Usage

TheNTA National Rail Census Ref@ftl9 presentsdata regardingail patronageon routes
across IrelandTable detailsthe daily total number of passengers boarding and alighting at
stationswithin Galway combining travein either direction.

Table 3. Galway Rail Statios Usage (Boarding & Alighting)

STATION 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

Ardrahan
Athenry
Attymon
Ballinasloe
Craughwell
Gort
Oranmore

Woodlawn

563 815 744 989 1,171 1,083
11 14 17 34 19 23

216 386 346 428 470 433
41 27 35 63 41 54
37 31 56 33 37 44
73 136 159 422 395 527
47 81 73 128 134 118

NTA National Rail Census Regaft19

4.4.14 This is summarised graphicallyFigurel4.
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Figure 14. Total Daily PassengergGalway County Rail Stations
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It can be seen tha#thenryreceivesthe highest total number of daily passengers boarding
and alighting(1,083in 2019). Usage of the station has grown significantly since 20dth
almostdouble the number of passengers boarding and alightir®D19 compared to 2014

In general passenge numbers have steadily increased the majority of stations, with
notable increasealso recordedat Ballinasloe, Oranmore and Woodlawn

The low usage of some stations (suchAadrahan, Attymon and Gartvhich recordedaily
passenger numbaibelow50in 2019) reflectsthe smallpopulationof towns served byhese
stationsand limited draw from wider catchment areas

4.5 Existing Road Network

45.1

45.2

45.3

Two motorways pass throughe county. The M6 runs easb west, connecting the eastern
fringes of Galway City with Ballinasloe, Athlone and Dublin. The M17/18 routesorth-
south direction throughthe county, connecting Tuam with Limerick to the south, passing
approximately 16km to the east of Galway Cithe M17 runs to thenorth of the M6 towards
Tuam before forming theN17to the north of Tuam and continuing towar&igo

It is noted that an objective of National Strategic Outcome 2 (Enhanced Regional Accessibility)
of the NPF is0 upgrade sections ohe N17to the north of Tuanto facilitate development
of the Atlantic Economic Corridor from Galway.

Thesecondary road network largetpmprisegadial routes from Galway Cijtincluding:

N59 nnecting route between Galway City and the west of the cpunt

N63 East to west route runningarallel to the M&hat links tothe M17;

N65 Connects Loughrea, Portumna and the southeast of the county to the M6;
N67: Connects Galway City with coastal areas to the south;

O O o o
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° N83 ConnectGalway Cityvith Tuamand the Roscommon bordeand
° N84:Connects Galway Ciith the north of the county and the Mayoorder.

45.4 A map of the keyoadroutes within the county ishownin Figure 15

Figure 15. Galway Countystrategic Road Network .

Louisourgn Banynaunis.

Claremorris

Roscommon

Mouitbellew

Lisdoonvarna

OpenStreetMapNarch 202)

455 Regionalroutes provide connectivity to thekey towns of Tuam and Ballinaslaéongside
smallerurban areas includin@ranmae, Gort, Loughrea and Portumnigey regional routes
include:

R353(Gort- Portumng;

R380(Gort- Loughrea);

N65(M6 - Loughrea Portumna;

R355(Ballinasloe Portumra);

R358 N63/ R332(Tuam- Ballinasloevia Mountbellew;
R348(Ballinasloe Athenry¢ Oranmore- GalwayCity);and
R336 (Coastal Route, Galway Cifgarmann Eanna).

0O 0O 0 0o o o o

45.6 Figure leoverleaf cetails mainurban areaslongside the strategic road network.
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Figure 16. Urban Areast Road Network
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4.6 Traffic Collision Data Analysis

4.6.1

4.6.2

4.6.3

A collision data analysis exercibas been conductedo determine locations of accident
clusters in thecounty, focusing on fatal and serious incidents on key routes, utilising data for
the most recently available five year period (2012 to 2(i@n the Road Safety Authori®ya
Ireland Road Collisions datas&his dataset incorporates all recorded collisomithin both
Galway County and Galway City.

A collision hotspot has been defined as multiple incidents concentrated on a particular
junction or stretch of road, including at least one incident classed as serious or fatal.

Table4 provides an overvievof collisions recorded within the county over the five year
period. Almost 60 fatal incidents were recordedlongside approximatelf50 incidents
classed aserious and 1,400 classed asnor. Thisequates toan average of approximately
11 fatal, 30 seriousral 278 minor incidents a year in Galway
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Table 4. Collision Data Summary (20115)
YEAR MINOR SERIOUS FATAL

2012

2013 284 17 13
2014 282 34 5
2015 281 43 12
2016

4.6.4 The RSQ Brovisional Review of Fatal Collisid2619 detailsa provisional figure of eight
fatalities for the 2019 calendar year within Galway (City and County), representing an
improvement on the annual average for the 2012 period.

4.6.5 The locatios of identified clustersare shown inFigure 17

Figure 17. Galway County Collision Hotspots (20415)

A Colision Hotspots ,‘
[ calway County Boundary 20 10 0 20 Kilometers

© OpenSteetMap (andf centritilors, CC-BY-54

Open StreetMap (with SYSTRA annotations of Road Paftkyrity data)

4.7 Census Data Review

4.7.1 Data from the 2016 Census has been extrapolated and analysed to understand mode share
held for commuting and educatiebased trips within Galway County; this is summarised in

Galway County Development Plan 202028
Galway County Transpaahd Planningstrategy 2022 2028 300748/GCPS/Q2
FinalReport May 2021 Page 42/137



4.7.2

SVYSTIA

Tableb. It can be seen thatrivate vehiclause is dominant foboth commuter and education
based, with 90% and 65% of the respective trips made @ or vardriver or passenger.

Table 5. Galway County Commuting & Educati@rigin Trips Mode Share

MODE ‘ WORK EDUCATION

Foot 5% 11%

Cycle 1% 1%

Bus /Minibus / Coach 2% 22%
Rail 0% 1%
Motorcycle/Scooter 0% 0%
Car Driver 76% 5%

Car Passenger 4% 60%
Van 10% 0%

Other (incl. lorry) 1% 0%

|
I

Central Statistics Offiag2016 Census Data

Only 2% ofcommutertrips are madeby either bus orail, whilst almost one quarter23%) of
education tripsare made by public transport (the majority bug. Such aelatively low mode
share of public transport trips in Galway County is not unexpedizen tle public transport
network provides for limited journeys, especially for those not originating or terminating in
Galway Cityand doesot offer competitive journey times most instancegvhen compared
with private car journeys

4.8 Future Development ConsiderationsTransport Infrastucture

48.1

4.8.2

4.8.3

Galway City Ring Road

The proposed Galway City Ring Road, developed by both the City and County Council, is
currently at Phase 4 (Environmental Impact Assessment / Statutory Processes) of the National
Roads Authority 2010 Projebtanagement Guidelines.

Implementation of this scheme would improvehicularaccess for trips between the eastern
and western portions of Galway County and minimise the need to travel through the city
itself, helping toalleviak congestion issues. The osed routeof the ring road ishown in

red inFigure 18

The implementation of the Galway City Ring Road will have an impact on traffic volumes and
distribution acrosghe munty more widelyand therefore consideratiois given toscenarios
both with and without the Ring Roasdithin the GCTPS
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Figure 18. Galway City Ring Road ProposBdute
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Oranmore Rail Station

4.8.4 The Council submitted an application to the Urban Regeneration and Development Fund
(URDF)n May 2020to acquire funding for the redevelopment of Oranmore statiband
surrounding the station is subject to an Urban Framework Plan (BERYJing has been
securedin March 202or the following, as shown iRigurel9:

° Infrastructure upgradesncludinga 1km passing logpadditional platform and
associatedstation improvement Y ¥ NI & (G NHzOG dzZNB 6e mH YA T f A2y

° Designof W[ 2 Ol £ / Sy (i NWifity éf the siafo8, inaludiNg3aRditd G S
thesouthb e onn>nnnoT | yR

o 1 AldRe 2y (KS 58aA3y 5808t 2LISyi 2F ¢e&Ll
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Figure 19. Funding Stages for Oranmore StatiGtedevelopment
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UDRF Funding Application

4.8.5 The proposals seek to impre wider public transport connectionsincluding through the
provision of new bus stops, as identified iRigure 20 Proposed pedestrian and cycling
infrastructure would provide a dominant focus on the safety of pedestrian and cyclist
movement around the station. The addition of tipassingloop enables the potential to
increaseservicefrequency on the Galwaio Dublin ioute to four / five servicesper hour
during peak periods.

4.8.6 Anincreasein rail services t@approximatel2 minute intervalsn peak periods equate® a
40% increase in rail capacity and® dzf R ¥ Hudvup andigexirSice for cemmuters and

other users.
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Figure 20. Oranmore Station Proposals
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4.9 Key Challenges

KEY CHALLENG&BMMARY

Key challenges relating to current transport conditions, network coverage and t avel
patterns within Galway County that the GCTPS seeks to addedsde

(]

Dominanceof private car use for travel within the county, including for trips ‘0
and from Galway City and surrounding environs, which can result in inst: 1ces
of congestion

Limitedpublic transport coverage within parts of the county, particylavithin
rural areas

Significantemployment and residential growth is forecast across the cou ty,
which will place increasing demand and pressure on the transport network

Issuesassociated with road safety exist, with a number of traffallision
clusters and hotspots identified within the coungnd

A suite of transport interventions are proposed or committed for futu 2
implementation; it will be important to ensure these are brought forward o
facilitate future development in a sustaihle fashion
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5. STRATEGY DEVELOPMENT

5.1 Overview

5.1.1 This section sets out the method through which the GCTPS has been developed. This includes
the development of Travel Corridors subject to travel demand, analysis of NTA model data to
confirm anticipated growth in trips within the county, and identification of suitable measures
and a process for their appraisal.

5.2 Approach& Methodology
5.2.1 The processisedto inform the development of th&sCTP8as included:

° Information gatheringexercise to review relevant policy documents at a national,
regional and local scalenablingkey aims and objectives to be identifié8ection
3);

° A review of the baseline transport network for vehicular, public transport and
active modes to understandxesting provision and consider opportunities and
constraints for future proposakSection 4; and

° Definition ofa series ofTravel @rridors connecting key settlements within the
county following theinformation gathering andsifting exercisesThis was

Data driventhrough an analysis of OrigmDestination data to understand
existing demand and growth to 2028nd

Informed by an understanding of the kegad and public transport links
across the county.

5.2.2 Subsequently, an optioneering procebas beenundertaken for the identifiedTravel
Corridors, informed by an identification of issues including safety considerations, congestion
hotspots, route demand and existing infrastructure. Transport upgrades from previous
studies are supported to help alleviatgisting issues and from this a series of measures have
been put forwards to promote the efficiency of tlmavel corridor.

5.2.3 Options have been appraised via a framework which provides a qualitative scoring
assessment of interventiona line with objectives relevant to thiavel corridors.

5.2.4 A summary of the option development process undertaken is showimgime21.

Figure 21. Summary of Option Development Process

Option Sifting
Identification Longlist of against

Information
Gathering /
Data Review

Shortlist of

Options
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5.3 Summary of Future Development Proposals
Residential & Employment Growth

5.3.1 A summary bforecast employment and residential growth within Galway County is set out
in Table6, extracted from theN6 Galway City Ring Road, Request for Further Information
Response For information, corresponding data for Galway City is also provided.

Table 6. ForecastResidential & Employment Growth, 2018039

NTA / GCC NPF FORECASTS

SCENARIO 2016 CENSUS TOTAL % INCREASE
FROM 2016

RESIDENTIAL
2039 Galway County Populatio 179,390 218,459 +22%
2039 Galway City Population 78,668 121,741 +55%
 eoner |
2039Galway County Jobs 32,420 48,487 +50%
2039 Galway City Jobs 41,775 63,647 +52%

Transport Infrastructure Proposals

5.3.2 The Galway City Ring Road is currently at Phase 4 (Environmental Impact Assessment/
Statutory Processes) of the National Roads Authority 2010 Project Management Guidelines.
The Coolagh Roundabout forms one end of the scheme and would provide a direct comnecti
to the M6, helping to alleviate identified congestion hotspots. Consequently, GBFPS
recognises the importance of this scheme to improving connections across the county,
minimising the need to travel through Galway City.

5.3.3 ThepreviousGalway County &elopment Plan (2022021) identified two key transport
proposalshat have either been implemented or are in the process of being implemented
the Tuam Bypass and works on the section of N83 between Tuam and Dunmore. These are
not considered in furthedetail within the strategy development

5.3.4 The 57km M18 / M17 Gort to Tuam motorway scheme, identified withénGalway County
Development Plarf20152021),was completed in September 2017, replacing the previous
N17 & N18 routesAs this scheme has been fully implemented, there are no elements that
are required to be carried over directly into tl&CTPS

5.4 Issues& Options Consultation

541 ¢KS / KAST 9H 6nCPdedrafPhilgié Consditation Stage of the Galway County
Development Plan Review (October 2020) provides a detailed overview of public consultation
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undertaken and responses received in relation to the preparation of the CDP. Submissions
were receivel from a number of stakeholders, including the NTA and TII.

5.4.2 Thesesubmissionhave been taken into consideration, where appropriate, within the
development of measures and recommendatioset out withinthe GCTPS. A number of
topics have been identified bynhe NTA and TII for consideration within the CDP, with key
topics set out below as raised by each body respectively.

National Transport Authority

o

Integration of integrated land use and transport planning, including consolidation
of urban-generated development within existing urban areas;

Phasing development to ensure it is accessible on foot, by cycle and by public
transport, including througimaximising the number of people living within walking
and cycling distances of their neighirhood

Maintain and protecstrategic transport function athe national roadnetwork;
Application of maximum parking standards for A@sidential development, and
taking an areawide approach to limit car parking provision;

Clear explanation of how eeduction in car dependencwill be promoted and
provided for;

Undertakean assessment of intesettlement travel patterns

Recognise the importance of bus provisjoncludingrural transport services

CDP development objectives to accord with the DOEQIaBaBPlanning and
National Roads Guidelines (2012); and

Incorporate due consideration to guidance documents identified by the, NTA
including National Cycle Manual (NCM) and Design Manual for Urban Roads
(DMURSYvhen preparing the CDP.

Transport Infrastricture Ireland

o]

Allow the network of national roads to continue to serve their intended strategic
role and cater for inteurban and intefregional transport requirements;

Ensuring existing transport networks are maintained to a high level to ensure
guality levels of service, safety, accessibility and connectivity to all users;

Avoid policies and objectives that may lead to the creation of new access points
from new development or the generation of increased traffic from existing accesses
to national roads;

Request to reference RSA and RSIA requirements in the Draft County Development
Plan relating to development proposals with implications for the national road
network;

Give due consideration to Tll Policy on Service Areas (August 2014), which identifies
the need for an oAine service area to serve the M6/M17/M18 and identifies that

TIl in consultation with the Council will lead its development;

5.5 Travel Corridorevelopment

5.5.1 A total of 13 travel corridors have been defined through this procassmarised infable7
and as shown inFigure22. Travel Corridors have considered both radial routes towards
Galway as well as regional routes between key toinokiding Ballinasloe and Tuam
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Table 7. Travel CorridoiSummary
CORRIDOR KEY ROAL

1 Galway- Tuam& NE Galway N83

2 Galway- Athenry M6

3 Athenry- Ballinasloe M6

4 North - South M18

5 North - South M17 / N17
6 Ballinasloe Tuam R332/ R358
7 Galway- Clifden N59

8 Galway- Loughrea Portumna N65

9 Galway- Roscommon N63

10 Loughrea Gort R380
11 West Coast R336
12 Galway North Radial N84
13 Galway- Oranmore & SW N67
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Figure 22. Travel Corridors
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5.6 Future Year Model Data

5.6.1 A key element oimportanceto the corridor development process has been gaining an
understanding of current and future travphtterns in terms of origins, destinations and key
demand routes. As sucm order to understand the extent of trips that start and finish within
GKS [/ 2dzyte ol a 2R aSR (2 (i wekRdEegondMddlla o> 2 d
(WRM)have beerextrapolated and analysed.

5.6.2 TheWRMpresents data for a base and future year scenario, with a linear pattern of growth
incorporated:

0 2016 Baseline; and
° 2039 Future Yearaligned to the National Planning Framework growth forecast

5.6.3 The model divides Galway Cdyifas well as the remainder of the country) into a number of
sectors, from which trips originating and finishing are identified. A total@$ectors are
located within the county, including standalone sectors for key towns and larger sectors
covering moe rural areas of the county. Model sectors are shownFigure 23 and
summarised i able8 for information
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Figure 23. NTA Model Sector Map

Table 8. NTA Model Sectors

MODEL SECTOR

Gort

N67 / M18

Athenry

M6

Ballinasloe

N63

North East Galway

Loughrea

5.6.4 Data from the 2016 model has been usecstablish baseline trendsvith patterns of growth
on particular corridors confirmed through comparison against the 2039 modetn$ore
reported growth is representative for the lifespan of the County Development Plan, a
factoring process has been undertaken to calculate anticipated trip demand for 2028, the end
year of the CDRas shown irrigure24.
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Figure 24. Model Data Factoring Process

Future Year Model
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Data (2039)

(2028)

5.6.5 Full analysis of the model data and factoring process undertaken is contaidggbendixB
for information.

5.7 Option Identification

5.7.1 Optioneering exercises have been undertaken to respond to issues identified for each
individual Travel CorridoiThe optioneeing process seeks to develop measures to address
issues identified during the information sifting and data gathemtages This has been
augmented by local knowledge of constraints and opportunities along the carridor

5.7.2 Arange of schemes, interventioaad measurefiavebeen developed to address the issues
identified for each individual Travel Corridor. Measures have been segregated into four
standalone options as detailed fnigure25.

Figure 25. Option Grouping

Do Minimum
(Address
Safety
Concerns)

Option 3 Option L
Demand RoadBased
Management Measures

Option 2
Sustainable
Transport

Based

Measures

Do Minimum (Address Safety Concerns)

5.7.3  This option considers schemes and measures that seek to address idea¢ifetg Concerns
within the Travel Corridor onlyThis recognises the importance of reducing the risk of
collisions for all road users as a key priority for the Couasilset out \ithin the Galway
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County Development Plamhich notesthat the continued safeguarding and development of
the public road network is key in ensuring safety of road ugeestion6.5.3.

Option 1: RoaeBased Measures

5.7.4 This option incorporates measures thatapadbased, with aims of improving conditions for
vehicular based travel, with resultant benefits in termgohgestionanddelay.

5.7.5 However, as detailed within Sections 6to 11, the GCTPSdoes not advocate the
implementation of measures that seek tnanage demand for vehicles alone; rather, it is
important that a range of measures including those focused on sustainable travel and demand
management are considered and implemented to support NPF Strategic Outcomes, UN
Sustainable Development Goals andER®bjectives.

Option 2: Sustainable TranspeBased Options

5.7.6  Sustainable travel incorporates the movement of people or goods through public transport,
walking and cycling, with an overall goal to facilitate modal shift in favour of public transport
and acive modes. An increase in the proportion of trips made by active travel modes can
result in health benefits and contribute to addressing climate challenges.

5.7.7 It is recognised that the Council, whilst not responsible for the provision of all sustainable
transport networks, plays a role both in the development of efficient transport networks and
planning for the future transport needs of residents and workers of Galway.

5.7.8 This option encompasses a range of measures targeted at increasing the proportion of trips
made by public transport, on foot and by cycle.

Option 3: Demand Management

5.7.9 Traffic Demand Management covers a range of measures aimed at reducing the adverse
impacts of car use and promoting the use of sustainable travel modes. It incorporates
measures hat seek to alter travel patterns and behaviour, with aims of reducing the length
and number of single occupancy car trips, reducing the need to travel and encouraging
sustainable travel choices.

5.7.10 Option 3 also incorporatselected measures from the Do Ntimum (Safety), Option 1 (Road
Based) and Option 2 (Sustainable TransfBased)categoriesthat provide the greatest
benefit foreach individual'ravel Corridor.

5.8 Option Comparisor& Assessment

5.8.1 An options assessment matrix has been developed for the pugpo$ecomparing and
appraising different approaches and measufHse matrix is based on the five key objectives
aSt 2dzi Ay (GKS btcCQa /2YY2y ! a4aSaavYSyd CNIYS

Economic Objectives;

Safety Objectives;

Environmental Objectives;
IntegrationObjectives; and

Social Inclusion / Accessibility Objectives.

O O o o o
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Within each objective, two subbjectives have been defined which are aligned with the aims
and wider polig objectivesof the County Development Pl2©222028

Options have beeassessed on a qualitative scale using the following categories:

° Strong Positivethe measures within the options would contribute significantly to
the aims of the objective in question;
° Slight Positive the measures within the options would make a smalitdbution

toward the aims of the objective in question;

° Neutral: the measures within the options would not affect the stated objective in
a material manner;

° Slight Negative the measures within the options would conflict to a small degree
with the aims of the objective in question; and

° Strong Negativethe measures within the options would conflict significantly with
the aims of the objective in question.

Use of this scale allows for the comparison of options both in individual corridors and between
RAFFSNBY (i O2NNAR2NABI a2 GKIG GKS NBfIFGAGS wi
It also allows for m assessmenof WOdzY dztf F 6 A PSQ SELISOGSR AYLI Ol a
county for policies and interventions for different modes. This has endtktification of

any additions or modifications within the modal strategi8sctions %o 10) to enhance their
effectiveness and the linkages between corridor preferred strategies.

The assessment also considers how well each of the option packageraespdhe corridor
specific challenges which have been identified through assessment of the baseline transport
information and policy review.

An exampleCAFappraisatableis presented ifmable9, this coverdravelCorridor 3 (Athenry
to Ballinasloe),drther detail of which is set out iBection 6

Table 9. ExampleOption Assessment Matrix

CAF
THEME OBJECTIVE DO MIN OPTION1g OPTION2Q§ OPTION 3

esg(?s:r::i?;ctivit / =it =t At
g ) y Positive Positive Positive
g trips
c
3 Alignment with
LI 9 . Slight
County economic Neutral "
- Positive
policies
Addresses known Slight Slight Slight
existing safety " Neutral " "
. Positive Positive Positive
‘qu issues
&
Addresses . . .
vulnerable network S“ght Neutral Shght S"ght
USErs Positive Positive Positive
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CAF
THEME OBJECTIVE DO MIN OPTION 1§ OPTION2J OPTION 3
I Impacts to vehicle Slight Slight Slight
= L Neutral . o "
& emissions Negative Positive Positive
IS
c
5 L
£ Phys_lgal impacts to Slight Slight
c sensitive Neutral ; Neutral :
w ; Negative Negative
environments
Support to existing Slight Slight
_ and planned growth Positive Positive
g S fi
'®) upport for : .
integration between Neutral Neutral S"ght S"ght
Lo Positive Positive
modes / trip linking
2 Impacts tothose Slight Slight
SES || with disabilities Neutral || Neutral || pogive || Positive
?23
QNG
8 %< Effects on access to
< ) Neutral Neutral
travel choices
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6. CORRIDOR ASSESSMENTS

6.1 Overview

6.1.1

6.1.2

This section of th&CTPSrovides a summary of the assessments and appraisals that have
been undertaken for the thirteen Travel Corridors detaile8éttion 5Assessments have
been informed by the policy review and baseline data analysis work detaifeections

3 and 4, with the resultant measures identified and appraised utilised to develop the
modalspecific strategies detailed Bections #o 10.

Sandalone Technical Notes have been prepared for each Travel Cormpidiiding a
greater level of detail for the context, issues amptions for each corridor. These are
contained atAppendixCfor information and:

° Smmarise the Travel Corridor and discuss its relationship with the widetand
public transportnetwork;
° Present a summary of identified congestion hotspots, collision clusters, vehicle

flows and demang

° Detailkey national, regional and local policyntext relevantto the Travel Corridor

° Outline identified issues and constraints which aim to be addressed through the
optioneering process;

° Identify measures to improve the efficiency of travel via Travel Corridowith a
focus on promoting sustainabteode shift and reducing congestion;

° Outline the qualitative appraisal used to sift the longlist of identified measanmed

° Summarise recommended options and measures for the Travel Corridor.

6.2 TownBasedMeasures

6.2.1

6.2.2

6.2.3

It Is notedthat, in addition to corridoispecific measures that look to address identified
issues, a number of towspecificinterventions have been developed. In a number of
casessuch interventions are relevant to multiple corridors, and so are not detaited
part ofthe Corridor Assessmentgthin this section.

For example, the introduction of an integrated mutiodal transport hub in Tuam would
provide direct benefit for the following Travel Corridors:

° Corridor I Galway Tuam & NE Galway (N83);
° Corridor 5 North- South (M17 / N17); and
° Corridor 6: Ballinasloe Tuam (R332 / R358).

Section 11provides a further level ofletail regardingmeasuresthat are specific and
relevant toindividualtowns.
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6.3 Corridor I Galway- Tuam &NEGalway (N83)

6.3.1

6.3.2

6.3.3

6.3.4

6.3.5

Overview

The Galway Tuam & NE Galwgi83) Travel Corridpshown inFigure 26links Galway
City with the key town of Tuam and the northeastern areas of the county, continoing
the border withRoscommon. It incorporates the N83 alongside connecting routes and
public transport services.

Prior to the opening of the M17 motorway in September 2017, the section of N83
between Galway City and Tuam was classified as the N17.

The Travel Corridor is a radial route from Galway Qityenerally comprises of a wide
single carriageway in both directis, with some stretches dualleBus lanes are provided
on the north and southbound approaches to B&lelair The carriageway width narrows
through BaileChlairand to the north of Tuam.

A frequent bus service operates between Tuam and Galway City dueadg hours to
serve commuter demand, with 26% of trips originating in Tuam and ending in Galway City
made by public transport

TheTravel Corridoisidentified asa high demand corridor, with a high proportion of trips

to Galway City in thenorning peak from Tuam and the neighbouring rural zone. Growth
forecasts indicate an 11% increase in demand of trips originating within the county using
this corridor.

Figure 26. Galway- Tuam & NE Galway (N83) Corridor
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6.3.7

6.3.8

6.3.9

6.3.10

6.3.11

P Safety Concerns

SVYSTIA

Identification of Issues

A series of issuelsave been identified through the baseline technical and information
gathering exercisesummarised irFigure27.

Figure 27. Galway- Tuam & NE GalwagN83)Issues Identified

fammad CONgestion Hotspots

aead Growth within Tuam

Fed  Growth withinBaile Chlair MASP

e  Growth to / from Galway City

[mmaad High Car Dependency

e  JOUrNey Time Instability

Fivetraffic collision clustes have been identified onthe Travel CorridorThese have
incorporated five fatal, five serious and 31 miniacidents In the event thatfurther
collision patterns should emerge, including an increase in collisions associated with
projected growth in use of the Travel Corridor, safatgasureswill require additional
prioritisation.

Congestionhotspots exist, particularly on approaches to Galway City in the standard
network morning peakTheseincludeat the junction with the R381towards Parkmore
and the junction with the N6, at intsections of the N83 and M17 at the Tuam Bypass,
andon approaches to and within Dunmare

There is a need toespond to growthwithin Tuam,and additional demandfor trips
towardsGalway City in the morning peak.

Longlist of Measures

A range of schemes, interventions and measunase been identified for the Travel
Corridor; these have been segregated into four standalone options as detafstiion
5. Full details of the longlist of measures developed is provided within the cosiific
Technical Note contained atppendixC

Option Appraisal

The assessment of options for talway- Tuam & NE Galway (N83) Travel Corrluas
indicated that there are multiple ways for the County to address expected changes in
travel patterns ad demand for travel associated with the growth detailed in the County
Development Plan.

Galway County Development Plan 202028
Galway County Transpaahd Planningtrategy 2022 2028 300748/GCPS/02

FinalReport

May 2021 Page 59/137



SVYSTIA

6.3.12 Options focused on road transport and sustainable measures have been examined;
however,giventhe variety of trip types which are facilitated by tfieavel Corridoand
the need to balance local development with the status of this corridor within the national
road network the appraisal process has confirme@ombined approacto bethe most
likely to succeed in delivering against identified issues and wider poliegtivas.

Proposed Options

6.3.13 Options proposed for the Travel Corridor are outlined able10 and Figure28. These
includea multFmodal hub in Tuam, potential junction improvements to facilitate efficient
use of the road network, safeteed improvements to existing road and transport
infrastructure, creation of, and additions to, cycle Greenway facilities on and adjacent to
the N83, and support for a PagkRide facility proposed through the Galway Transport
Strategy.

Table 10Galway- Tuam & NE Galway (N83) Proposed Measures & Forecast Benefits

PROPOSED MEASURES | FORECAST BENEFIT |

Encourage modal shift; reduce vehicle congestion;
improve overall public realnfacilitate easy access
between transport modes; secondary benefits to
cyclists (e.g. improved safety); potential to increase
visitors within Tuam, increase retail spend and@ase
dwell times.

Multi-Modal Hubin Tuam

Potential Junction Improvements  Improvement toconditions for vehicular basedavel,
(incl. &cilitating improvements for ~ with resultant benefits in terms of congestion and

public transport, pedestriah delay, manage demand throughout th&ravel @rridor.
cyclist movement whilst managing Improvement works at Bridge Street in Dunmaoe
vehicle capacitybus priority, reduce general vehicle flows through Dunmore and
junction upgrades) enhance pedestrian and cyclist safety

SafetylLed Improvements to Road

& Transport Infrastructuréincl. Address identified safety concerns within the Travel
pedestrian/ cycle safetymeasures, Corridor; improve road user safefycluding vulnerable
changes to traffic speeds road users; reduce frequency and severity of traffic
enhanced signageraffic calming collisions.

measure}

Improved connectivity for cyclistenhanced safety for
Oycle Greenwayracilities on/ cyclists and other road usetsenefits to bus journey
adjacent to N83 times (though the removal of cyclists from bus lanes

which can reduce bus speeds and increase delay).

Reduced congestion upon approach and within Galw
Support for Park & Ride Facility City by reduction of private vehicle trips improving
journey times.
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Figure 28. Galway- Tuam & NE Galway (N83) Proposed Options Summary
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6.4 Corridor2: Galway- Athenry (M6)

6.4.1

6.4.2

6.4.3

6.4.4

Overview

The Galway Athenry (M6)Travel Corridarshown inFigure 29incorporaesthe section
of the M6 motorway running between Galway City and Atheradpngside connecting
routes and public transport servicdsis a national strategic routstartingat the Coolagh
Roundabout and rumng eastwards for approximately 12km to the junction with the
M17/M18.

The M6and N6 consist of two lanes plus a hard shoulder in each direcboe. to its
classificatioras a motorway, there are no facilities for cyclists and pedestriaith bus
stops not directly located on the route.

Frequentrail services operate betweenAthenry, Oranmorend Galway City during peak
hoursand throughout the dageningcommuter demand, with 2% of trips originating in
Athenryand ending in Galway City made by public transport

The Galway Athenry (M6) Travel Corridas ahigh demand corridor, with darge
proportion of trips made to Galway City in the morning peak frodthenry and
neighbouring rural zore Trips starting inAthenry and finishing in Galwagity are
expected to grow by approximatehb% by all modes.
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Figure 29. Galway - Athenry (M6) Corridor
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Identification of Issues

6.4.5 A series of issues have been identified through the baseline technical and information
gathering exercisesummarised irFigure30.

Figure 30. Galway- Athenry (M6) Issues Identified

fammad CONgestion Hotspots

e Growth to / from Galway City —

el Alternative Routing

6.4.6 No accident clusters have been identifiatbng the Travel Corridor. However, should
projected growth to/from Athenry result in an increase in collisions this will be monitored
and safety measures will be prioritised along this corridor.

6.4.7 Gongestion can ocauat the westboundapproach to theCoolagh Roundabout as well as
on approaches to the M6 from Athenry via the R348 and R347.
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There is a need to respond to additional demand forecast through a growth in trips
towards Galway City in the morning peak, inchgdan increase in journeys to Oranmore,
as well as growth within Athenry.

Despite relatively efficient public transport connections, convenience of private vehicle
travel, limited congestion and availability of parking within Galway City results in a
chalenge to encourage substantial shifts towards sustainable modes for longer commuter
journeys.

Longlist of Measures

A range of schemes, interventions and measunase been identified for the Travel
Corridor; these have been segregated into four standalgptéas as detailed isection
5. Full details of the longlist of measures developed is provided within the cosjkwific
Technical Note contained @tppendixC

Option Appraisal

There are a number of ways in which the Council can potentaltyress projected
changes in travel patterns and demand associated with forecast growth in use of the
Galway- Athenry (M6) Travel Corridor.

It is considered that the variety of trip types facilitated by the Travel Corridor, alongside
the need to balance @lvelopment with the status of the M6 as part of the national road
network, result in a combined approach being optimal for delivering against identified
issues and wider policy objectives.

Proposed Options

A summary of proposedheasures for the Galway Athenry (M6) Travel Corridor is
provided inTable 1landFigure 3lbelow.

Table 11GalwayAthenry (M6) Proposedeasures& Forecast Benefit

PROPOSED MEASURES \ FORECAST BENEFIT \

Required to increase attractiveness of public transpo
use and allow for integrated interchange between
modes.

Multi-modal hub at Athenry and
Oranmore

Improved connectivity for cyclists and wider rural
settlements alongside safety improvements through
provision of offroad cycle greenway.

Cycle Greenway between Galway
and Athenry (extends to Athlone)

Reduced congestion upon approach and within Galw
Park and Ride at Ardaun Cityby reduction of private vehicle trigsproving
journey times

Galway City Ring Road Reduce congestion on approach and through Galway
City by traffic diversion around the Cityproving
journey times
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Review of congestion hotspots Alleviate congestion to and from Athenry to access tr
M6.

Figure 31. Galway- Athenry (M6)Proposed Options Summary
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6.5 Corridor3: Athenry - Ballinaslog(M6)

6.5.1

6.5.2

6.5.3

6.5.4

Overview

The Athenry - Ballinaslog(M6) Travel Corridgrshown inFigure 32 links the towns of
Athenry and Ballinasloegontinuingeastwards towards Dublin and westwards towards
Galway City It incorporates thesection of theM6 running between Athenry and
Ballinasloealongsie connecting routes and public transport services.

The Travel Corridor is a national strategic route crosiegoounty in anwest to east
direction. The section of Méhat forms part of the TravelCorridor startsat its western
end at Junction 18nd runs eastwards for approximatel¢5km to the Galway /
Roscommon border

A frequent serviceprovides rail connectivity between Ballinasloe and Athenry to
Oranmore and Galway City during peak houand throughout the day; this
accommodates a proportion @omrmuter traveldemand

TheTravel Corridois considereda high demand corridgis confirmed through TII Traffic
Flow and NTA Model dat&rowthof between 10% and 15% in the number of trifzéng
this corridorisforecast
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Figure 32. Athenry - Ballinasloe (M6)Corridor
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Identification of Issues

A series of issues have been identified through the baseline technical and information
gathering exercisesummarised irFigure33.

Figure 33. Athenry - Ballinasloe (M6)ssues Identified

Safety Concerns in vicinity of Travel Corridor

el LOcalised Congestion Hotspots

el  Growth in trips via Travel Corridor to/from Galway City

Fad  Modal Shift

Growth within Athenry & Ballinasloe —

Whilst no collision clusters have beetentified on the M6 itself, it is important that
should future patterns emerge, including an increase in collisions associated with
projected growth in use of the Travel Corridor, safety measures are prioritised.

Localisedcongestion can occur #te westbound exit at Junction 16 of the M16, for traffic
routing onto the N65 southwards towards Loughrea.

There is a need to respond to growth within Ballinasloe, growth in trips to and from
Ballinasloe from surrounding rural areas, and forecast growthpstio and fromGalway
City from the eastern end of the Travel Corridor.
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Despite comparatively good public transport connections compared to other parts of the
county, convenience of private vehicle travahd limited congestion can result in
challenges ipromoting and encouraging mode shift towards sustainable choices.

Longlist of Measures

A range of schemes, interventions and measunase been identifiedfor the Travel
Corridor Full details of the longlist of measures developed is provided withindrédor-
specific Technical Note containedAgbpendixC

Option Appraisal

The assessment of options for the AthenBallinasloe (M6) Travel Corridor hdsentified
multiple ways for the Council to address expected changes in travel patterns and demand
for travel associated with the growth detailed in the County Development Plan.

The variety of trip types facilitated by the Travel Corridor and the need to balance local
development with the status of this corridor within the national road network poird to

combined approach as being the most likely to succeed in delivering against both the
O2NNAR2ND& ARSYUGUAFTASR A&aadzsSa IyR (G4KS 6ARSNJ

Proposed Options

A summary of the proposed options for the Travel Corridor is showiabie P and
Figure34.

Table 12Athenry - Ballinasloe (M6) Proposed Measures & Forecast Benefits

PROPOSED MEASURES | FORECAST BENEFIT |

Encourage modal shift; reduce vehicle congestion;
improve overall public realnfacilitate easy access
between transport modes; secondary benefits to
cyclists (e.g. improved safety); potential to increase
visitors within Athenry and Ballinasloe.

Multi-Modal Hubin Athenry and
Ballinasloe

Increagd service frequency and journey times,
enhan&d public transport offer along the Travel
Corridor.

SupportRail Duallinghetween
Ballinasloe, Athenrg Galway City

Improvement toconditions forvehicular based travel,
with resultant benefits in terms of congestion and
delay, manage demand throughout th&ravel @rridor.

Potential Junction Improvements
Managing Demand

Whilst not within the Travel Corridor itself, has
potential to benefitvehicle flow and bus journey times
reducing journey times for trips utilising the M6
between Athenry and Ballinasloe for travel to and froi
Galway City and improving the draw of travel by publ
transport.

Galway City Ring Road

SafetylLed Improvements to Road Address identified safety concerns within the Travel
& Transport Infrastructuréincl. Corridor; improve road user safety, including vulneral
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pedestrian/ cycle safetymeasures, road users; reduce frequency and setenf traffic
changes to traffic speeds collisions.

enhanced signagédraffic calming

measure}

Improved connectivity for cyclistenhanced safety for
cyclists and other road usetsenefits to bus journey
times (through the removal of cyclists fraous lanes
which can reduce bus speeds and increase delay).

National Cycle Route between
Dublin, Ballinasloe, Galway City
and Clifden

Support for Park & Ride Provision Reduced congestion upon approach and within Galw
(e.g.near M6 / Ngjunction at City by reduction of private vehicle trips improving
Ardaun journey times wider benefits to Travel Corridor.

Figure 34. Athenry - Ballinasloe (M6) Proposed Options Summary
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6.6 Corridor4: North - South (M18)

6.6.1

6.6.2

Overview

The North- South (M18) Travel Corridoshown inFigure 35 links the key towns of
Athenry to the north with Gort before continuing south to the border with County Clare.
It incorporates the M18 motorway alongside connecting routes and public transport
services.

It is a national strategic route crossing Galwayr@pin an north to south direction. The
section of M18 that forms part of the Travel Corridor starts at its northern end at Junction
18 (M6/M17) and runs southwards for approximately 40km to the Galway / Clare border,
to the south of Gort.
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The M18motorway consists of two lanes plus a hard shoulder in each direction. As the
entire Travel Corridor route is classified as a motorway, there are no facilities for cyclists
and pedestrians, whilst bus stops are not directly located on the route.

A frequentservice provides rail connectivity between Gort and Athenry with onward
connectivity available Oranmore and Galway City during peak hours and throughout the
day; this accommodates a proportion of commuter travel demand.

The North- South (M18) Travel Cador is a high demand route, with a noticeable
morning peak pattern of trips made from the rural areas along the corridor (model sector
M18/ N67) to Gort and to Galway Cifjhere is a high demand for public transport for
trips starting in Gort and finishg in Galway City, with the model forecasting one quarter
of trips to be made by public transporthe future year assessment has confirmed an
overall forecast growth in trips of 4% via the Travel Corridor.

Figure 35. North - South (M18) Corridor
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Identification of Issues

A series of issues have been identified through the baseline technical and information
gathering exercisesummarised irFigure36.
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6.6.11
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el  Safety Concerns in vicinity of Travel Corridor
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Figure 36. North - South (M18)Issues Identified

=l LOcalised Congestion Hotspots

Famad Growth within Gort

e  Growth in demand for trips to/from Galway City & Environs

High Car Dependency

e Modal Shift

Atraffic collision cluster has been identifiénl the vicinity of theTravel Corridg on the

R458 immediately north of Junction 16 of the M18. Whilst no collision clusters have been
identified on the M18 itself, should future patterns emerge, includingirmrease in
collisions associated with projected growth in use of the Travel Corridor, safety measures
should be prioritised.

Gongestionis not a significant issue on the Travel Corridor. However, loca@sggestion
can occur athe northbound oftslip at Junction 16Gort)of the M18.

TheGCTP$ required to respond to growth within Gort, as well as growth in trips to and
from surroundng rural areas and those towards Galway City and surrounding area in peak
hours.

Despite comparatively good public transport connections on the Travel Corridor, including
the Galway to Limerick rail link and a range of local and regional bus servicesienice

of private vehicle travel and limited congestion can result in challenges in promoting and
encouraging mode shift towards sustainable choices.

Longlist of Measures

A range of schemes, interventions and measunase been identified for the Travel
Corridor; these have been segregated into four standalone options as detaifRelcition
5. Full details of the longlist of measures developed is provided within the cosjukmific
Technical Note contained atppendixC

Option Appraisal

The assessment @ptions forthe North- South (M18)Travel Corridor has indicated that
there are potentially multiple ways to address thsticipatedchanges in travel patterns
and demand for travel which are associated with growth detailed in the County
Development Plan.

The variety of trip types which are facilitated by the Travel Corridor and the need to
balance local development with the status of this corridor within the national road
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network point to a combined approach as being the most likely txsed in delivering
against both thassuesdentified within the Travel Corridoand wider policy objectives.

Proposed Options

6.6.14 A summary of the proposed options for the Travel Corridor is showigimre37 andTable
13.

Table 13North - South (M18) Proposed Meases & Forecast Benefits

PROPOSED MEASURES \ FORECAST BENEFIT \

Encourage modal shift; reduce vehicle congestion;
improve overall public realnfacilitate easy access
between transport modes; secondary benefits to
cyclists (e.g. improved safety); potential to increase
visitors within Athenry and Gort.

Multi-Modal Hubin Athenry and
Gort

Improvement toconditions for vehicular basedavel,
with resultant benefits in terms of congestion and
delay, manage demand throughout th&ravel @rridor.

Potential Junction Improvements
Managing Demand

Supportimprovement of rail facilities and services
serving Gort, including any future expansion d# th
Western Rail Corridor northwards from Athenty,
encourage modal shift and provide enhanced public
transport connectivity.

Support Western Rail Corridor
Proposals

Safetyled Improvements to Road

& Transport Infrastructuréincl. Address identified safety concerns within the Travel
pedestrian/ cycle safetymeasures, Corridor; improve road user safety, including vulneral
changes to traffispeeds road users; reduce frequency and severity of traffic
enhanced signagédraffic calming collisions.

measure}

Improved connectivity for cyclistenhanced safety for
Galway to Athlone Cycle Greway  cyclists and other road users; wideenefits to bus
& Supporting Routes journey times encourage cycling uptakeontribute to
rural development

Enhance existinglirect connections to Galway City 1
the west, Gort and Limerick to the south, towards Duk
to the east and future services northward to Tuam a
Roscommon.

Increased accessibility to Athenry
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Figure 37. North - South (M18) Proposed Options Summary
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6.7 Corridor 5: North- South M17 / N17)

6.7.1

6.7.2

6.7.3

6.7.4

Overview

TheM17 and N17 sections of the NorthSouth Travel Corridpidentified inFigure 38
link the towns of Athenry andfuam and the nortern areas of the county, before
continuing intoCountyMayo. The Travel Corridancorporates theM17 motorway and
the N17 national rout@longside connecting routes and public transport services.

The M17 starts at the junction with the M6 motorway and runs northwards for
approximately 25km, to the roundabout junction with the N83ta¢ Tuam bypass. This
section consists of two lanes plus a hard shoulder in each direction. As this section is
classified as a motorway, there are no facilities for cyclists and pedestrians and bus stops
are not directly located on the route.

The N17 seabn starts at the junction with the N83 and runs northwards for
approximately 21km towards the border with Mayo. Two lanes in each direction are
provided on the Tuam bypass, with a wide single carriageway provided for the remainder
of the route. The carrisggyvay width narrows through the built up area of Milltown.

The Travel Corridolis considered to be a moderate demand rout&rowth forecasts
indicate anaveragel3% increase in demand of trips originating within the county using
this corridor.
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Figure 38. North - South(M17 / N17) Corridor
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Identification of Issues

A series of issues have been identified through the baseline technical and information
gathering exercisesummarised irFigure39.

Figure 39. North - South (M17 / N17)ssues Identified

Famad POtential Safety Concerns

Future Througkravel Demands

e Growth to / from Tuam and Athenry

femad Reducing Car Dependency ——

Fed SUppoOrting the Western Rail Corridor

One locatiorwith notable outstanding safety issues has been identjf@dund the junctions

of the N17, N83 and Milltown Road to the north of TuamIncreased demand within the
corridor means there is potential for safety concerns to arise during the lifetime @G @iEP.S

Areas of concern should be monitored via implementation of @@TP&nd any impacts

addressed as part of the development of other associated measures.

The safe and efficient operation of the Travel Corridor should be maintained to support
continued thraughrmovement by people and freight from the areas to the north of the county
(including Roscommon, Mayo and Sligo) and connections to thenesdtroutes between
Galway City, the county boundary and Dublin.
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Growth from Athenry and surrounding rural areas anticipated to be accommodated
principally through private vehicle use; whilst some growth of this type is inevitable, the
GCTPSeeks to identify where other mode choices can be made more attractive and workable
in practice.

There is a need to respond growth within Tuam, alongsidgrowth in travel associated with
recent and planned development within and around Athenry.

Longlist of Measures

A range of schemes, interventions and measures have been identified for the Travel Corridor;
these have been ggegated into four standalone options as detailed in Section 5. Full details
of the longlist of measures developed is provided within the corrgfmecific Technical Note
contained atAppendixC

Option Appraisal

The assessment of options ftre Travel Corridor has indicated that there are potentially
multiple ways fothe Councito address the expected changes in travel patterns and demand
for travel associated with the growth detailed in the County Development Plan.

Whilst options focused omoad transport and sustainable measures have been examined, it

is considered that the variety of trip types which are facilitated by Mik7 / N17 Travel

Corridor and the need to balance local development with the status of this corridor within the
national road network point to a combined approach as being the most likely to succeed in
RSTtAGSNAY3I 3AFLAYyad 020K GKS O2NNAR2NDAa ARSyi

Proposed Options

Figure40 and Table % detail measures proposedor the TravelCorridor. These include
development of a mulimodal hub in Tuamenhancements to transport infrastructure
around Athenry station, monitoring the strategic network via @td potential safetyled
improvements to existing road infrastructure

Table 14North - South (M17 / N17) Proposed Measures & Forecast Benefits

PROPOSED MEASURES FORECAST BENEFIT \

Encourage modal shift; reduce vehicle congestion;
improve overall public realnfacilitate easy access
between transport modes; secondary benefits to
cyclists (e.g. improved safety); potential to increase
visitors within Athenry and Tuam.

Multi-Modal Hubin Athenry and
Tuam

Promote improvements to bus stops and facilitiesd
recommend locations of new bus stops to bridge gap

Bus Stop Impraments (with NTA) in networkto enhance public transport connectivity
and accessibility, particularlg Athenry, and in the
vicinity of the N17 to the north of Tuam
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Improvement toconditions for vehicular based travel,
with resultant benefits in terms of congestion and
delay, manage demand throughout th€ravel @rridor.

Potential Junction Improvements
Managing Demand

Supportimprovement of rail facilities and services
serving Gort, including any future expansion of the
Western RaiCorridor northwards from Athenryo
encourage modal shift and provide enhanced public
transport connectivity.

Support Western Rail Corridor
Proposals

SafetylLed Improvements to Road

& Transport Infrastructurdincl. Address identified safety concerns within the Travel
pedestrian/ cycle safetymeasures, Corridor; improve road user safety, including vulnera
changes to traffic speeds road users; reduce frequency and severity of traffic
enhanced signageraffic calming collisions.

measure$

Improved connectivity for cyclistenhanced safety for
cyclists and other road users; widaenefits to bus
journey times encourage cycling uptakeontribute to
rural developmentenhance linkagewith local
quietways to increase access to Tuam itself.

New Cycle Routes (e.qg.
feasibilityof Greenway orv close
to N17 north of Tuam

Enhance existing direct connections to Galway City t
the west, Gort and Limerick to the south, towards
Dublin to the east and future services northward to
Tuam and Roscommon.

Increased accessibility to Athenry

Figure 40. North - South (M17 / N17) Proposed Options Summary
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6.8 Corridor6: Ballinasloe- Tuam(R332 / R358)

Overview

6.8.1 TheBallinasloe TuamTravel Corridarshown inFigure 41links theKey townrs of Ballinasloe
and Tuam located in the north and east of the county respectivéyncorporates theR358
(Ballinasloe to Mountbelle), N83(Mountbellew to Briarfieldand R33ZBriarfield to Tuam),
alongside connecting routes and public transport services.

6.8.2 TheN63generally comprises a wide single carriageway in both directions. It is noted that the
carriageway width narrows througMountbellew. The R358 and R332 carriageways are
generally narrow in width, with tight corners present which restrict vehicle speeds.

6.8.3 No bus routes serve the Travel Corridor in full, although services call at Moylough and
Mountbellew on the N63, as part obutes between Galway City and Roscommon/Longford.
Demand responsive travel is available within tBallinasloe and Tuarareas, between
Ballinasloe and Caltra as well as Tuam and Abbeyknockifiesing opportunities for
connections onto timetabled routes teards Galway City.

6.8.4 The Ballinasloe Tuam Travel Corridor is a minor demand corridor, with the highest
proportion of trips made from either Ballinasl@® Tuam to the adjoining rural sector in the
morning peak. Growth forecasts indicate a 20% increase in demand of trips, albeit from a
relatively low base, originating within the county using this corridor.

Figure 41. Ballinasloe- Tuam Corridor
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Identification of Issues

6.8.5 A series of issues have been identified through the baseline technical and information
gathering exercisesummarised irFigure4?2.
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Figure 42. Ballinasloe- Tuamissues Identified
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High Car Dependency

el Limited Public Transport Alternatives along Travel Corridor

One accident cluster has been identified within the Travel Corridor, oh@3in Moylough,
which incorporates two serious and 14 minor incidents. Five of the minor incidents involved
a car colliding with a pedestrian.

Congestion hotspots have been identified in peak hours. These include dw6thérough
Moylough, at the R358/848 junction in Ballinasloe, the westbound approach of the R358 and
N63 junction in Mountbellewand the westbound approach of the R332 and R347 junction in
Tuam.

There is a need t@spond to growtlwithin Tuamand within Ballinasloe, as well as to support
regional connections to help improve connectivity.

It is noted that there is a high car dependency for journeys made via the Travel Corridor, as
well as internal trips within both Ballinasloe and Tuam. Putdiesport options are limited
within no direct bus services between the two key towns. Given low levels of demand, service
viability is considered a constraint.

Longlist of Measures

A range of schemes, interventions and measin@gebeen identified for tle Travel Corridor;

these have been segregated into four standalone options as detaigddtion 5 Full details

of the longlist of measures developed is provided within the corrgjfmecific Technical Note
contained atAppendixC

Option Appraisal

Option appraisal for theTravel Corridohas identified a range of ways in which the Council
can address identified issues and meet demand for travel associated with growth detailed in
the County Development Plan.

A combined approach is considered the most faable for this Travel Corridor; however, it

is recommend that any proposed interventions consider a sustainable transport hierarchy,
with improvements to junctions focusing on active travel modes as a priority, followed by
road-based interventions to alléate congestion.

Proposed Options
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6.8.13 A summary of proposemheasure for the Ballinasloe Tuam (R332/R358) Travel Corridor is
provided inTable 15and Figure 43elow.

Table 15Ballinasloe-Tuam (R332/R358)) Proposédeasures and Forecast Benefit

PROPOSED MEASURH FORECAST BENEFIT

Required to increase attractiveness of public transport us
particularly for commuter journeys to Galway Gityd allow
for integrated interchange between modes.

Multi-modal hub at
Ballinasloe and Tuam

Improved safety for vulneble road users, particularly
Road Safety Improvements  through Moylough where a cluster of accidents has beer
recorded.

Reduced congestioat identified congestion hotspots,

Junction enhancements . o . .
having positive impacts on journey times.

Figure 43. Ballinasloe- Tuam Propose@®ptions Summary
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6.9 Corridor7: Galway- Clifden(N59)
Overview

6.9.1 The Galway Clifden(N59) Travel Corridgrdetailed inFigure 44links Galway City with the
town of Clifdenand the norttwesternareas of the county. It incorporates thé8lalongside
connecting routes and public transport services.

6.9.2 The Travel Corridor is a radial route from Galway, @ityning approximately 75km to Clifden,
passing through the towns dflaigh Cuilinrand Oughterard approximately 10km and 25km
north west of Glway City respectivelftheN59generally comprises of a single carriageway
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in both directions.The carriageway width narrows througlaigh Cuilinnrand Oughterard,
where the route crosses the Owenriff river via a particularly narrow bridge

6.9.3 A shared cycland pedestrian route is provided adjacent to parts of the N59; however, there
is no such provision in other areas, such as in the sections near Ballinafad, Maam Cross and
Sraith Salach

6.9.4 Bus services betweeBalway Cityand Clifderoperated byCitylink andBus Eireantprovide
the majority of servicethat route viathe N59. Demand responsive travel is availablee day
per weekbetweenClifdenand Cashel (via the R341), Oughterard &mgigh Cuilinn(N59 via
Roscahill), and Oughterard athannapheasteen

6.9.5 TheTravel @rridor is considered a moderate demand corridas confirmed through TII
traffic flow and NTA model data.Aghnumberof trips madeto Galway City in the morning
peak from theN59 model sector that encompasddsigh Cuilinrand Oughterard ave been
identified. Growth forecasts indicatenaapproximate 10% to 25 growth in trips via this
Travel ©rridor.

Figure 44. Galway- Clifden Corridor

Identification of Issues

6.9.6 A series of issues have been identified through the baseline technical and information
gathering exercisesummarised irFigure45.
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Figure 45. Galway- Clifdenlssues Identified

P Safety Concerns

e CoONgestion Hotspots

e Growth within Clifden

femad  Growth to / from Galway City

Catering for Tourism Sector

el High Car Dependency

A number of collision clusters have been identified on the Travel Corridor, including at the
junctions with the R336 at Maam Cross and with the R3didlitional clusters have been
identified on sections of the N59 that do not fall within the Travel Corrith@tudingoetween
Clifden and Leenaun, west and northeast of Letterfrack, west of Moyard, north of Leenaun
andat the County Galway / Mayo border

Extensivecongestionis not a significant issue on the Travel Corridor. However, localised
congestion can occur & number of locations, these includerough Oughterard, at the

junction with the R336 in Maam Crossid2 Y (G KS Sl adGo62dzyR I LILINE I OK
with the R341 junction in ClifderCongestion has also been identified approaches to the

Browne Roundabout and Thomas Hynes Road / Upper Newcastle juirtt®alway City
GKAOK FlLff 2dziaARS D/ / Qa | NBF 2F O2yiNEP¢f

There is a need toespond toresidentialgrowth within Clifden and employment growth
within Galway City and its environs, and the associated increased demand in trips made via
the Travel Corridor. Growth in leisure and tourisetated trips via the N59 is an additional
important considerationlt is recognised that the introduction of the Galway City Ring Road
will enhance journey times and provide increased attractiveness for trips made to the west of
the county, including via the N59.

There is a high car dependency for journeys made via the Travat@r, as well as internal
tripswithin/ € AFRSY | yR 20GKSNJ avYl f t Swlicirghspyitoptibng § K S
are limited andlow levels of demandonstrainservice viability

Longlist of Measures

A range of schemes, interventions and meastna@gebeen identified for the Travel Corridor;
these have been segregated into four standalone options as detailgdation 5 Full details
of the longlist of measures developed is provided within the corrgfmecific Technical Note
contained atAppendixC

Option Appraisal

The assessment of options has indicated that there are potentially multiple ways in which the
Council could address expected changes in travel patterns and demand withregteCoast
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(R36) Travel CorridarA combined approach is identified through the appraisal process as

GKIFIG vYz2adg tA1Ste (2 adzOOSSR Ay RSt AGBSNAY3
wider policy objectives. However, improving safety and reducing incegeatcollisions and
resultant injury sits at the heart of all measures put forward.

Proposed Options

A summary of the proposed options for the Galw8&lifdenTravel Corridois shownin Table
16 andFigure46.

Table 16 Galway- Clifden Proposed Measures & Fowest Benefits

PROPOSED MEASURES FORECAST BENEFIT

Safetyled Improvements to Road Address identified safety concerns and collision

& Transport Infrastructurgincl. hotspots within and slightly beyond the Travel Corridt
pedestrian/ cycle safetymeasures, improve road user safety, including vulnerable road
changes to traffic speeds users; reduce frequency and severity of traffic
enhanced signageraffic calming collisions. Wider benefits can include reduced
measure$ congestion and improved journey times.

Improved connectivityand safetyfor cyclists reduce
road user risk through segregated provision; enhanct
safety for cyclists and other road useesicourage
cycling uptakecontribute to rural developmentn
appropriate locations; cater for seasonal tourist trip
demand.

New Cycle / Pedestrian Routes

Reduce congestion on approach and through Galway
City by traffic diversion around the City improving
journey times enhance accessibility to west Galway
City; reduced journey times.

Galway City Ring Road

Improvement toconditions for vehicular based travel,
with resultant benefits in terms of congestion and
delay, manage demand throughout th€ravel ©rridor.
Reduce instances of localised congestimough
Oughterard, at the junction with the R336 in Maam

/I NPaazx 2y GKS SlFadoz2dzyR
with the R341 junction in Clifden, and on approaches
the Browne Roundabout and Thomas Hynes Road /
Upper Newcastle junction in Galway City.

Potential Junction Improvements
Managing Demand
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Figure 46. Galway- Clifden Proposed Options Summary
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6.10 Corridor8: Galway- Loughrea Portumna(N65)

Overview

6.10.1 TheGalway- Loughrea PortumnaTravel Corridgrshown inFigure 47links Galway City with
the townsof LoughreaandPortumna, as well ahe southeastern areas of the county, before
continuing towards the border with Countylipperary It incorporates the B5 alongside
connecting routes and public tnaport services.

6.10.2 The most direct route to the N65 from Galway City is via the M6 motorway, which is
considered in detail within standalone Travel Corridor assessments for Galway City to Athenry
(Corridor 2) and to Ballinasloe (Corridor 3)

6.10.3 The Travel Couor is a radial route from Galway City. TN65, connecting Loughrea and
Portumna to the M6 motorway igenerallyformed of a wide single carriageway in both
directions The carriageway width narrowiga places to the east of its junction with the R446
andthrough the built up area dfillimor.

6.10.4 There is limited provision for cyclists and pedestrians for the majority of the N65, with the
exception of on the approach to and through areas including Killimor and Portumna.

6.10.5 There is limited direct bus connectivitgtween Loughrea and Portumna; however, a number
of buses route via the northern section of the N65 to and from Loughrea. These include
interurban services betweealway and Dublin andommuterbased services between
Loughrea and Galway Cifyail servies do not serve Loughrea or Portumna or other locations
within the vicinity ofthe TravelCorridor.
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6.10.6 TheTravel Corridoiis considereda low demand corridoy as confirmed through limitedly
available Tl Traffic Flow and NTA Model d&awthis forecast in the number of trips made

viathis corridor

Figure 47. Galway- Loughrea- Portumna Corridor
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Identification of Issues

6.10.7 A series of issues have bedéfentified through the baseline technical and information
gathering exercisesummarised irFigure48.

Figure 48. Galway- Loughrea Portumnalssues Identified

—
—
—
e Growth in demand for trips to/from Galway City & Environs

6.10.8 Traffic collision clusterhave been identified orthe N65, in the vicinity of the junction with
the R416 and on approach to and within Portumna. These clustasrporate four fatal
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incidents, alongside two serious and nine minor. A number of collisions involved vehicle
drivers hitting a pedestrian.

6.10.9 Congestionis not a significant issue on the Travel Corridor. However, localmsegestion can
occurthrough the built up areas of Killimor and Portumna, as well as within the centres of
Loughrea and Portumna in both morning and afternoon peak hours.

6.10.10 There is a neetb respond to growth within Loughrea and Portumna alongside growth in trips
to and from both towns from surrounding rural areas and additional denfanglips towards
Galway City and surrounding asga peak hours.

6.10.11 Convenience of private vehicle travémited public transport service frequency, a lack of
significant vehicular congestion and availability of parking can result in challenges in
promoting and encouraging mode shift towards sustainable choices. This is a particular issue
within the Travel Grridor where bus connectivity is limited and rail services do not serve
Loughrea or Portumna.

Longlist of Measures

6.10.12 A range of schemes, interventions and measinagbeen identified for the Travel Corridor;
these have been segregated into four standaloptions as detailed iSection 5 Full details
of the longlist of measures developed is provided within the corrgfecific Technical Note
contained atAppendixC

Option Appraisal

6.10.13 The assessment of options has indicated that there are potentially praultiays in which the
Council could address expected changes in travel patterns and demand withifratel
Corridor. A combined approach is identified through the appraisal process as that most likely

G2 adzO0OSSR Ay RSt A @S NNhdédified iSsues gnd the vaiderip&licy( K S
objectives.

Proposed Options

6.10.14 A summary of the proposed options for the Galwayughrea PortumnaTravel Corridors
shown h Table I and Figure49.

Table 17Galway- Loughrea- Portumna(N65) Proposed Measures & Forecast Benefits

PROPOSED MEASURES FORECAST BENEFIT ‘

Safetyled Improvements to Road

& Transport Infrastructurdincl. Address identified safety concerns within the Travel
pedestrian/ cycle safetymeasures, Corridor; improve road user safety, including vulnera
changes to traffic speeds road users; reduce frequency and severity of traffic
enhanced signagédraffic calming collisions.

measure}

Improvement toconditions forvehicular based travel,
with resultant benefits in terms of congestion and
delay, manage demand throughout th&ravel @rridor.

Potential Junction Improvements
Managing Demand
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Reduce instances of congestion on Killmor and
Portumna

Encourage modal shift; reduce vehicle costym;
improve overall public realnfacilitate easy access

Multi-Modal Hubin Loughrea between transport modes; secondary benefits to
cyclists (e.g. improved safety); potential to increase
visitors within Loughrea.

Promote improvements to bus stops and facilitiesd
recommend locations of new bus stops to bridge gap
in network to enhance public transport connectivity
and accessibility

Bus Stop Improvements (with NT/

Provision oNew Cycle Routg®.qg.
feasibility of Greenway between
Loughrea and Portumna, serving
intermediate locations
connectivity to Portumna Forest
Park

Improved connectivity for cyclistenhanced safety for
cyclists and other road users; widaeenefits to bus
journey times encourage cycling uptakeontribute to
rural developmentenhance linkagewith localtrail
routes (e.g. Portumna Forest Park).

Figure 49. Galway- Loughrea Portumna(N65) Proposed Options Summary
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6.11 Corridor9: Galway- RoscommonN63)

Overview

6.11.1 TheGalway Roscommorfravel Corridarshown inFigure 50links Galway City with the north
eastern areas ofsalway Gunty before continuingowards thetown of Roscommon, in
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CountyRoscommon. It incorporates tlie354 and\63 routes alongside connecting routes
and pubic transport services.

The R354 and N63outes are generally comprisé of wide single carriagewayin both
directions. The carriageway width narrows through the built up areaMduntbellew. A
continuous paved footway is provided alongside the section rofite between
Abbeyknockmoy and Annagh Cross.

The Galway City tBoscommomoute operated byBus4uprovides the majority of bus services
using the 3. Oneservice russ westboundin the morning peak houOther services on the
N63 are relatively infrequeniNo rail services currently operate within the Travel Corridor

The Travel Corridds a route subject to moderatelemand, with a high proportion of trips
being madefrom the rural sector straddling the N@® Galway Cityn the morning peak
period. Roscaonmon draws amoderate proportion of trips fromthe rural sector, using the
N63

The future year assessment has confirrmednoticeable overaljrowth in trips via the Travel
Corridor, in terms of trips originating in Galway City, Roscommon, Mountbellew and
Moylough Trips starting in Tuam and finishing in Galv@ity are expected to grow by
approximately 30% by all modes.

Figure 50. Galway- Roscommon Corridor
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Identification of Issues

A series of issues have been identified through the baseline technicainémunation
gathering exercisesummarised irFigure51.
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Figure 51. Galway- Roscommorissues Identified

e  Safety Concerns

sl CoONgestion Hotspots

Famaad |Nterregional Connections

e High Car Dependency

Limited Public Transport Alternatives

6.11.7 One accident cluster has been identified along this Travel Corridor, located on the N63 in
Moylough, which incorporates two serious and 14 minor incidents. &fithe minor incidents
involved a car colliding with a pedestrian. The village of Moylough does not include any
pedestrian crossing facilities across the N63.

6.11.8 Congestiorhotspotshave been reviewed and it is noted that congestion can occur on the
eastbaund section of theN63route through the town of Mountbellew alongside the main
town centre surface level car park.

6.11.9 The Travel Corridor provides an important interregional connection between Galway city and
Roscommon, which is a key destination within héiguring County Roscommon. The travel
corridor serves a high number of rural settlements and offers a key road link across the
eastern side of the County. Whilst demand is not anticipated to significantly increase along
this route, it plays a key role irognecting rural settlements and this importance will be
outlined within the GCHS in line with the identification of this as a key route within the CDP.

6.11.10 There is high car dependency within the Travel Corridor, with limited service frequency for
timetabledbus routes.

Longlist of Measures

6.11.11 A range of schemes, interventions and measinasbeen identified for the Travel Corridor;
these have been segregated into four standalone options as detailgddtion 5 Full details
of the longlist of measures devegded is provided within the corridespecific Technical Note
contained atAppendixC

6.11.12 The assessment of options for the GalwdyoscommonTravel Corridohas indicated that
there are potentially multiple ways for the County to address the expected changes in travel
patterns and demand for travel which are associated with the growth detailed i@ dety
Development Pla2022-2029.

6.11.13 It is recommended tat a combined approach should form the strategy for the Galway
Roscommon Travel Corridor, reaping the benefits of both physical measures and softer
demand management measures.
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ProposedOptions

6.11.14 A summary of proposed measures for the GahRagscommon (N63) Travel Corridor is
providedin Table 18andFigure 5Zelow.

Table 18Galwayq Roscommon (N63) Proposed Measures and Forecast Benefit

PROPOSED MEASURE‘ FORECAST BENEFIT

Cycleway Connections to Improved connectivity for rural settlements to proposed eas
Galway to Athlone Greenway to west (GalwayAthlone) Greenway connections.

Improved safety for vulnerable road users, particularly
Road Safety Improvements through Moylough where a cluster of accidents has been
recorded.

Reduced congestion at identified congestion hotspatsh as
Junction enhancements throughMountbellew, having positive impacts onygrney
times.

Ballygar (N63) Road Safety Resurfacing and pedestrian crossing improvements to impr
Improvements conditions forvulnerableroad users.

Figure 52. Galway- Roscommon Proposed Options Summary
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6.12 Corridor10: Loughrea Gort (R380Q

Overview
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The Loughrea- Gort Travel Corridar shown inFigure 53 links Loughreawith Gort. It
incorporates theR380alongside connecting routes and public transport services.

The Travel Corridaria the R380s aminor regionakroute. TheR380 igyenerallyformed of a
single carriageway in both directiorsootways are not provided on either side of the R380

for the majority of its lengthThe towns of.oughreaandGortare located approximatel®5km
apart

Limited opportunities for public transport use exist on thavil Corridor; however, Gort is
served by rail services between Galway City and Lim@&iok.bus service connects Loughrea
and Gort, with two eastbound and two westbound services operating on weekdays. No
services run at weekends.

TheTravel Corridoisconsideredalow demand corridoyas confirmed through Tl Traffic Flow
and NTA Model dataGrowthis forecast in the number of trips made vhds corridor, with
increases averaging between 3% and 32% depending on origin and destination

Figure 53.

Loughrea Gort Caridor
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Identification of Issues

A series of issues have been identified through the baseline technical and information
gathering exercisesummarised irFigureb4.
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Figure 54. Loughrea Gortlssues Identified

P Safety Concerns
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e  Growth in demand for trips to/from Galway City & Environs

High Car Dependency

e Modal Shift

6.12.6 Atraffic collision cluster has been identified thre R380 on the western outskirts of Loughrea
It is important that should future patterns emerge, including an increase in collisions

associated with projected growth in use of the Travel Corridor, safegasures are

prioritised.

6.12.7 Whilst mngestionis not a significant issue on the Travel Corridor, localsedestion can

occur atthe westbound approach to the junction with the R458 in Gort and on the eastbound
approach into Loughrea and the junction witie R446.

6.12.8 There is a need to respond to growttithin Loughrea and Gargrowth in trips to and from
both towns from surrounding rural areas and growith trips towards Galway Cityand

surrounding arean peakhours.

6.12.9 Convenience of private vehicteavel, limited public transport service frequency, a lack of
significant vehicular congestion and availability of parking can result in challenges in
promoting and encouraging mode shift towards sustainable choices. This is a particular issue
within the Travel Corridor where bus connectivity is limited and rail services do not serve
Loughrea.

6.12.10 A range of schemes, interventions and measiwagbeen identified for the Travel Corridor;
these have been segregated into four standaloneangias detailed iSection 5 Full details
of the longlist of measures developed is provided within the corrgfmcific Technical Note

Longlist of Measures

contained atAppendixC

6.12.11 The assessment of options for the Loughrdgaort Travel Corridohasconfirmed multiple
ways for the County to address the expected changes in travel patterns and defifaad
appraisal process has identifieccambined approaclas beinghe most likely to succeed in
RSt AGSNAY3I F3IFAyald 020K G Kiler policNdbfdv@dD &

Option Appraisal

ProposedOptions

6.12.12 Proposed options for the Travel Corridare shown inFigure55 and detailed inTable B.
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Table 19Loughrea Gort Proposed Measures & Forecast Benefits

PROPOSED MEASURES FORECAST BENEFIT \

SafetylL.ed Improvementsn R380
& Surrounding Routes (incl.
pedestrian/ cycle safetyneasures,
changes to traffic speeds
enhanced signageraffic calming
measure}

Multi-Modal Hubin Loughrea and
Gort

Potential Junton Improvements
Managing Demand

Public Trangort Infrastructure
Improvements (e.g. Bus Stop
Improvements in Centres of
Loughrea & Gort), in conjunction
with NTA

LocalWalking/ CyclingRoutes in
Gort& Loughrea Dedicated
Pedestrian/ Cycle Routeson R380

Address identified safety concerns within the Travel
Corridor; improve road user safetycluding vulnerable
road users; reduce frequency and severity of traffic
collisions.

Encourage modal shift; reduce vehicle congestion;
improve overall public realnfacilitate easy access
between transport modes; secondary benefits to
cyclists (e.g. improved safety); potential to increase
visitors within Loughrea and Gort.

Improvement toconditions for vehicular based travel,
with resultant benefits in terms of congestion and
delay, manage demand throughout th&ravel @rridor,
e.g. at junction with R458 in Gort and with R446

Promote improvements to bus stops and facilitiesd
recommend locations of new bus stops to bridge gap
in networkto enhance public trasport connectivity
and accessibility.

Improved connectivity for cyclistenhanced safety for
cyclists and other road users; wideenefits to bus
journey times encourage cycling uptakeontribute to
rural developmentenhance linkagewith localrural
routes.
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Figure 55. Loughrea Gort Proposed Options Summary
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6.13 Corridor11l: West Coas{R336)
Overview

6.13.1 TheWest CoasfR336)Travel Corridgrshown inFigure 56links Galway City with theoastal
areas to the westlt incorporates theR336 roadalongside connecting routes and public
transport services.

6.13.2 TheR336is a radial route from Galway Cityunning parallel along the coastline to the west
of the city and then northwhere it connects tothe N59 The N59 provides onwards
connectivity toGalway Cityeastwardsand Clifderwestwards, and forms Travel Corridar 7
TheR336route generally comprises of a single carriageway in both directionsvillage of
Bearna idocated approximatelykmfrom the centre of Galway Ciglong the R336.

6.13.3 Public transportopportunities are limited via the R336. Bus Eireann provideservices a day
routing via the R336 between Galway City and Carraroe, with up to four services extended to
or starting at starting at Lettermullen. All services call at Bearna.
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Figure 56. West Coast (R336) Corridor
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Identification of Issues

6.13.4 A series of issues ha been identified through the baseline technical and information

gathering exercisesummarised irFigure57.

Figure 57.

West Coast (R336%sues Identified

Safety Concerns

Congestion Hotspots

== Growth in demand for trips to/from Galway City & Environs

Catering for Tourism Sector

High Car Dependency

6.13.5 Two traffic collisionclusters have been identified on the Travel Corridorthe R336, at
Tearmann Eannand near Rossaveel. Five fatal accidents and four minor accidentbéane
recorded in these locations. All fatal collisions involved pedestrians being hit by a &hicle

being cars and one a motorcycle).
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6.13.6 It is importart that should future patterns emerge, including an increase in collisions
associated with projected growth in use of the Travel Corridor, safety measures are
prioritised.

6.13.7 Whilst @ngestionis not a significant issue on the Travel Corridor, localisedjesion can
occuron the B36 through Bearnan both directions and when travellingastbound through
the outskirts of Galway City via the R336 (Knocknacarra).

6.13.8 There is a need toespond toemployment growth within Galway City and its environs, and
the asso@ted potential increased demand in trips made via the Travel Corridor. Growth in
leisure and tourisnrelated trips via the R336, including onward tripgQideain Arann is an
additional important consideration.

6.13.9 The introduction of the Galway City Ring@d® will enhance journey times and provide
increased attractiveness for trips made to the west of the county, including viR336

6.13.10 There is a high car dependency for journeys made via the Travel Corridor, as well as internal
trips withinsmall towns ii KS 02 NNA RublIeaspdit bplidng akedirditgandiow
levels of demandonstrainservice viability

Longlist of Measures

6.13.11 A range of schemes, interventions and measiwagbeen identified for the Travel Corridor;
these have been segregaténto four standalone options as detailedSection 5 Full details
of the longlist of measures developed is provided within the corrgfmecific Technical Note
contained atAppendixC

Option Appraisal

6.13.12 The assessment of options has indicated that there are potentially multiple ways in which the
Council could address expected changes in travel patterns and demand within the West Coast
(R336)Travel CorridarA combined approach is identified through thepaaisal process as
GKFG YvYzad tA1Ste (2 &adzOOSSR Ay RSt AQGSNRAY3
wider policy objectives. For this Travel Corridor in particular, improving safety and reducing
incidences of collisions and resultant injsits at the centre of all measures.

ProposedOptions

6.13.13 Proposed options for the West Coast (R336) Travel Corridor are summarisgdrieb8 and
detailed inTable20. These have been developed to primarily provide improvements to road
safety.

Table 20West Coas{R336) Proposed Measures & Forecast Benefits

PROPOSED MEASURES FORECAST BENEFIT ‘

Safetyled Improvements to Road Address identified safety concerns and collision

& Transport Infrastructure hotspots within the Travel Corridpincluding at
(Potential Measures include Tearmann Eanna and near Rossaveel.

pedestrian/ cycle safetyneasures, Improve road user safety, including vulnerable road
changes to traffic speeds users; reduce frequency and severity of traffic

enhanced signagédraffic calming collisions.
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Wider benefits can include reduced congestion and
improved journey times.

Improved connectivityand safetyfor cyclists reduce
road user risk through segregated provision; enhanct
safety for cyclists and other road useesicourage
cycling uptakecontribute to rural developmenin
appropriate locations; cater for seasonal tiat trip
demand via coastal routes.

New Cycle / Pedestrian Routes
(incl. consideration towards
routing of National Cycle Route
between Galway City and Clifden
and connecting rural routes)

Reduce congestion on approach and through Galwa
City by traffic diversion around the City improving
journey times enhance accessibility to west of Galwa
City; reduced journey times.

Galway City Ring Road

Improvement toconditions for vehicular based travel,
with resultant benefits in terms afafety,congestion
and delay manage demand throughout theravel
Corridor. Reduce instances alentified localised
congeston.

PotentialJunction Improvements
Managing Demand

Figure 58. West Coast (R336) Proposed Options Summary
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6.14 Corridor 12: Galway North Radial (N84)
Overview

6.14.1 The Galway Headford(N84) Travel Corridgrshown inFigure 59is a radial route linikg
Galway City with the town oHeadford and the norttern areas of the county, before
continuing intoCounty Mayo It incorporates théN84alongside connecting routes and public
transport services.
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The N84 generally comprises a wide single carriageway in both directiovith the
carriageway width narromg through the built up area dfleadfordand for some stretches
between Headford and the border with County Mayd¢eadford islocated approximately
24kmfrom Galway City.

Commuter-based interurban services between Galway City #&tehdford operated by
Burkesbusand Bus Eireanralongsiddocal routes with limited service frequencjgsrovide

the majority of services that route via the N84. Twervices run southbountbetween

Headford and Galwaip the morning peak hour of 07:608:00.

The Travel Corridor is cord@redto be amoderatedemand corridor, with a high proportion
of trips being made to Galway City in the morning peak period, fiteerural sectorthat
straddlesthe N84 within Galway Countgrowth of approximately 10% in the number of trips
made from the N84 model sector to Galway City using the Travel Corridor is forecast.

Figure 59. Galway North Radial (N84) Corridor
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Identification of Issues

A series of issues have been identified through the aseilechnical and information
gathering exercisesummarised irFigure60.

Figure 60. Galway North Radial (N84$sues Identified

I_ Safety Concerns in vicinity of Travel Corridor _I
I_ Localised Congestion Hotspots _I
I_ Impact of Galway City Ring Road _I

I_ Growth in trips via Travel Corridor to/from Galway City

I_ High Car Dependency _I
I— Modal Shift _I
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6.14.6 A number of datasets have been examined at a{egiel to confirm locations of congestion
disruption during the standard network mang peak hourThis has confirmed congestion
can occur athe southbound approacto roundabout connecting the N6 and N84, and on all
approaches to the Headford signalised crossroads junction.

6.14.7 One accident cluster hdeen identifiedalongthe Travel Cordor, within Headford area. This
incorporates ondatal, two serious anane minorincidents It is important that should future
patterns emerge, including an increase in collisions associated with projected growth in use
of the Travel Corridor, safety maags are prioritised.

6.14.8 There is a need to respond to growth withideadford growth in trips to and from
surrounding rural areas, and forecast growth in ttipsind fromGalway Cityisingthe Travel
Corridor.

6.14.9 The N84 would interchange witlhe proposed Galway City Ring Road at a new junction
between Ballinfoyle and Ballindooley, approximately 2km north of the roundabout that
connects the N84 with the N@roviding a directhighwayconnection to the M6 routdo the
east

6.14.10 A lack of high quality palic transport connections compared to other parts of the county,
convenience of private vehicle travel and limited congestion can result in challenges in
promoting and encouraging mode shift towards sustainable choices.

Longlist of Measures

6.14.11 A range of sabmes, interventions and measurkavebeen identified for the Travel Corridor.
Full details of the longlist of measures developed is provided within the corsjoecific
Technical Note contained aétppendixC.

Option Appraisal

6.14.12 The assessment of optionsrf@alway North Radial (N84) Travel Corridor has identified
multiple ways for the Council to address expected changes in travel patterns and demand for
travel associated with the growth detailed in the County Development Plan.

6.14.13 The need to balance locdevelopment with the status of this corridor within the national
road network point to a combined approach as being the most likely to succeed in delivering

F3rAyad 020K GKS O2NNAR2NDa ARSYGAFTFASR AaadsS

Proposed Options

6.14.14 A simmary of the proposed options for the Travel Corridor is showhainle21 and Figure
61

Table 21 Galway North Radial (N84) Proposed Measures & Forecast Benefits

PROPOSED MEASURES \ FORECAST BENEFIT \

Potential Junction Improvements = Improvement toconditions for vehicular based travel,
(incl. facilitating improvementsor with resultant benefits in terms of congestion and
public transport, pedestriah delay, manage demand throughout thEravel @rridor.
cyclist movement whilst managing Enhance pedestrian and cyclist safety
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vehicle capacitybus priority,
junction upgrades)

Safetyled Improvements to Road
& Transport Infrastructurgincl.
pedestrian/ cycle safetymeasures,
changes to traffic speeds
enhanced signagédraffic calming
measure$

Cycle Greenwayacilitieson/
adjacent to N&

Figure 61.
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Address identified safety concerns within the Travel
Corridor, around N17 / N84 / Milltown Road junctions
improve road user safety, including vulnerable road
users; reduce frequency and severity of traffic
collisions.

Improved connectivity for cyclistenhanced safety for
cyclists and other road usetsenefits to bus journey
times (through the removal of cyclists frogeneral
traffic routeswhich can reduce bus speeds and incree
delay).

GalwayNorth Radial (N84) Proposed Options Summary
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6.15 Corridor13: Galway¢ Oranmore & SWN67)

Overview

6.15.1 TheGalway- Oranmore & SW Galway (N6Ifavel Corridgrshown inFigure 62links Galway
City with the key town ofOranmoreand the south westernareas of the county, before

continuing intoClare Countylt incorporates theN67alongside connecting routes and public

transport services.

6.15.2

Oranmoredualled.
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6.15.3 The travel corridor is well served by relatively high frequency bus services,

between Galway City and Oranmore, reflecting the high conemwatemand along this

corridor. Longer distance bus services are also provided to Cork and Dublin, with stops in key
destinations along this route. Additionalliarnréd Eireann rail services currently operate

parallel to theGalway City, Oranmore sectiomf the Transport Corridar

6.15.4
approximately 11km south east of the centre of Galway City.

Figure 62.

Oranmore is identified as a key area for growth along the Travel Corridor, which is
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Identification of Issues

6.15.5 A series of issues hauvseen identified through the baseline technical and information

gathering exercisesummarised irFigure63.

Figure 63. Galwayg Oranmore and SWssues ldentified

=1 Congestion Hotspots —

=] Sustainable and Active Travel Infrastructure Improvements
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6.15.6 A traffic collision cluster has been identified thre N67 through the village of Clarinbridge,
approximately 5km south of Oranmaré is important that should future patterns emerge,
including an increase in collisions associated with projected growtlsénof the Travel
Corridor, safety measures are prioritised.

6.15.7 Localised congestion hotspots are distributed along W& between Oranmore and the
County border at a number of towns and villages along the rdntduding Kilcolgan,
Ballinderreen and Kinvar

6.15.8 There is a need to respond to growththin Oranmoreand growth in tripgowards Galway
Cityand surrounding are&n peakhours. Whilst the public transport provision is relatively
frequent along the northern section of the corridor, there is a neegrtamote the uptake of
public transport, improve connectivity with active modes and wider rural settlements.

6.15.9 Convenience of private vehicle trdya lack of significant vehicular congestion and availability
of parking can result in challenges in promgtiand encouraging mode shift towards
sustainable choices.

Longlist of Measures

6.15.10 A range of schemes, interventions and measinagbeen identified for the Travel Corridor;
these have been segregated into four standalone options as detailgddtion 5 Full details
of the longlist of measures developed is provided within the corrgfmecific Technical Note
contained atAppendixC

Option Appraisal

6.15.11 The assessment of options for tlEalwayg Oranmore and SWravel Corridor has confirmed
multiple ways for the County to address the expected changes in travel patterns and demand.
The appraisal process has identified a combined approach as being the most likely to succeed
Ay RSEAGSNAyY3I | 3ldanyfiadissueaindkthe ivided poliz? dbjbiclives?2 NI &

ProposedOptions

6.15.12 A summary of proposed measures for the Gak@agnmore and SW (N67) Travel Corridor is
provided inTable 2Z2and Figure 64

Table 22Galway¢ Oranmore& SW (N67) Proposed Measures and Forecast Benefit

PROPOSED MEASURER FORECAST BENEFIT ‘

Improvedconnectivityfor cyclistsbetween Oranmore and
Galway City andural settlementsalong the Travel Corridor
to proposed east to west (Galwathlone) Greenway

Cycle Greenway along N67,
including connections to
GalwayAthlone cycle route.

connections.
Multi-Modal hub at Required to increase attractiveness of pulttensport use
Oranmore and allow for integrated interchange between modes.

Reduced congestion upon approach and within Galway Ci

Park and Ride at Ardaun . . . L o 4
by reduction of private vehicle trips improving journey time
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Improved safetydr vulnerable road users, particularly
through Clarinbridgenvhere a cluster of accidents has been
recorded.

Reduced congestion &tcalised congestion hotspots at
identified congestion hotspotmcluding Kilcolgan,
Ballinderreen ad Kinvarahaving positive impacts on journe
times.

Figure 64. Galwayc Oranmore& SW(N67)Proposed Options Summary
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7. WALKING CYCLING STRATEGY

7.1 Objectives of the Walking Cycling Strategy

7.1.1 The importance of walking and cycling as a fundamental part of a comprehensive and
effective transport strategy is recognised and supported through current policies at both
0KS yFiA2Yy It FTYR NBIA2ylf tSOSt dtoluseofil KS Ay
iKSaS Y2RSa IINBE 3ISySNrftte 2SN GKIYy F2N) Y2
modes of travel means that people choosing to walk and cycle accrue not only direct
benefits to themselves in terms of both physical activity and enjoymént also
contribute toward a number of wider benefits to their local communities.

7.1.2 Pedestrians and cyclists are ideally placed to support local amenities and businesses, and
to provide activity and natural surveillance which in turn benefit thablic realm and
other public spaces.

7.1.3 The CDPsupports the application of relevant design standards contained within the
National Cycle Manual and the Design Manual for Urban Roads and Streets in terms of
the design of pedestrian and cycling infrastructwiéh all new developments required to
demonstrate how their proposals would be in accordance with these documents.

7.1.4 The implementation of the principles of good urban design through the arrangement of
land uses and the creation of welbnnected streets @d neighbourhoods between
residential areas, neighbourhood centres, schools, and places of work, will encourage
people to walk and cycle more frequently; this will be achieved through both the delivery
of new development in appropriate locations, and enbaments to existing walking and
cycling networks through the approach set out in this section ofGREP.S

7.1.5 Chapter g(Transportand Movemen} of the CDPFidentifies a series of policy objectives
directly relating to Walking and Cycling. Each of theseabbjes has been derived from
analysis of local and regional transport information and future movement predictions as
set out previously in this report; the application of strategy measures to achieve each of
these objectives is described below.

0 Policy Objetive WCL ¢ Pedestrian and Cycling Infrastructurdo require the
design of pedestrian and cycling infrastructure is in accordance with the principles,
approaches and standards set out in the National Cycle Manual and the Design
Manual for Urban Roads ar@ireets.

7.1.6 TheCouncil will require these principles and standards to be applied on all works carried
out on County Road, and will liaise with TIl and NTA with regard to connections to other
parts of the road networkSpecial consideration will be given tieet design of new or
improved infrastructure for local footpaths, or in areas of importance for habitat
conservation or other landscape designations.

° Policy ObjectiveWQ ¢ Bicycle ParkingTo encourage the provision of secure
bicycle parking facilities within the public realm of the town and villages throughout
the County.
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7.1.7 Provision of secure cycle parking will form a key element of the work around the proposed
Transport Hubs (for Ballinas&, Tuam and Athenry); the positioning and design of these
facilities will be approached in a manner to make cycle use as convenient as possible, and
to act visually as an enhancement to the public realm).

° Policy ObjectiveW (3 ¢ Sustainable Transport Movemeniflo require sustainable
transport movement to be given priority at the earliest design stage of
development proposals, to ensure accessibility by all modes of transport and all
sections of society and promote the provisiof parking space for bicycles in
development schemes.

7.1.8 The Council will support this objective by working to identify potential for public realm
schemes and those being brought forward as part of development proposals to interact
and support one another2s G KIF G GNXzS aSyR (2 SyRé¢ LINR DA AA
the earliest opportunity. The planning application system will be used to underpin the
importance of high quality design for these elements in all development proposals.

° Policy ObjectiveWC4 ¢ Modern Network of Walking and Cycling Infrastructure
To continue to work and engage with the National Transport Authority, the
Department of Transport, Tourism, and Sport and other agencies in developing a
modern network of walking and cycling infrastture in the County.

7.1.9 The corridor strategies have identified a series of regional and national walking and cycling
route proposals which are expected to be brought forward by the NTA during the period
of the County Development PlafiheCouncil will worko enable not only the delivery of
these routes themselves, but also to represent local needs in terms of route selection. The
County will also specifically address the creation or improvement of local connections to
these strategic walking and cycling netks, in order to maximise benefits for Galway
residents.

° Policy ObjectiveW( ¢ Traffic Free Cycle Route$o provide, where possible,
traffic free pedestrian and cyclist routes particularly where such routes would
provide a more direct, safer, and moaétractive alternative to the car.

7.1.10 Consideration will be given to the provision of trafiiee routes as part ohew
development, or where redevelopment of sites provides opportunities terorge
vehicular movement and create lightly trafficked or-fia@e routes. The wider principle
of providing for active travel modes first and with priority over vehicular access will be
applied to all relevant proposals on the public road network (as per objective WC4).

7.2 Greenwayd Blueways

7.2.1 As set out in the Transport chapter of ti®R the Council actively supports the provision
of greenway infrastructure within the county and acknowledges that benefits from a
recreational amenity perspective which encourages an active and healthy lifestgler
communities.

7.2.2 The Council also acknowledges the economic benefits which arise from greenways
particularly from a tourism perspective. While certain areas of the county already benefit
from a strong tourism sector, it is considered that there ignificant potential for

Galway County Development Plan 202028
Galway County Transpaahd Planningtrategy 2022 2028 300748/GCPS/2
FinalReport May 2021 Page 102/137



7.2.3

SVYSTIA

increased tourism numbers across the county and the addition of greenway and blueway
infrastructure can provide a catalyst to increase tourism activity and provide a platform
for further growth in this area; there is also strongt@atial for such provision to accrue
additional benefits to local residents and act as a further incentive for leisure walking and
cycling activities.

The Council will continue to support and facilitate the provision of greenways where
appropriate withinthe county, and an objective is therefore included within the CDP to
this effect as follows:

o

Policy Objective GW1 Greenways The Council will support the development of
an integrated Strategic Greenway Network of national angiaeal routes and
maximi® connectivity to existing greenways through linkages of cycling and
walking infrastructure in a manner that is compatible with nature conservation and
other environmental policies. This will include but is not limited to the following
which are of Nationbeand Regional importance:

National Greenway Dublin to Galway
Connemara Greenway ie (Clifden to Oughterard, Galway to Oughterard)

Policy Objective GBW 2 Future Development of Network of Greenwayd:o
support the delivery of sustainable strategic greegtdueways and projects in

the county in accordance with the Strategy for Future Development of National and
Regional Greenways.

7.2.4 The Council wikeek to support tese objective both through direct application of funding as
this becomes available, and through negotiations and discussion with the developers of major
sites in proximity to current or planned Greenway and Blueway networks.
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8. PUBLIC TRANSPORT STRATEGY

8.1 Overview

8.1.1 This section of the repodescribes the measures which will be pursued and supported in
order to increase the reach and uptake of public transport modes within Galway County.
The strategy includes measures focused oncHje public transport modes, and
associated measures to promote and improve integration with other public transport
services, active travel, and more sustainable forms of private vehicular travel.

8.2 The Role of Public Transport in Galway

8.2.1 The Council activelsupports the provision of public transport throughout the coynty
both through direct involvement with the identification of service needs and joint working
with relevant providers and other bodieFhe National Transport Authority (NTA) are
responsiblgor the provision of public transport and the Council will continue to liaise and
co-operate with the NTA to ensure the enhancement of existing infrastructure and
development of new public transport infrastructure takes place, particularly with regards
to supporting areas of planned growth to embed public transport use from the earliest
stages.

8.2.2 The strategy supports the improvement and expansion of public transport services,
particularly to serve areas of new or more compact developmghts is intendeda
SyadzaNs GKFd GKSNB A& 3INBFGSNI adzaidlAylrofS v
population and also aims to ensure issues with respect to exclusion within more remote
areas of the county are minimised.

8.2.3 The Council also suppsrthe promotion of universal design in the delivery of all modes
of public transport/infrastructure to ensure the more vulnerable in our society are not
disadvantaged and can actively partake of public transptris extends to public
transport vehicles, tep and station design, and routes of access to and from public
transport stops and stations

8.24 There are a number of modes of public transport within the county including bus, rail,
rural transport services, air, boat and taxi services. These servicesi@mwnumber of
connections both between settlements the county, the mainland and our islands, the
wider region and various locations throughout the country.

8.2.5 Policy objectives have therefore been defined in connection with general public transport
principles and provision as follows:

° Policy ObjectivePT1 ¢ Sustainable Modes of Transporfo encourage a modal
shift from use of the private car towards more sustainable modes of transport.

8.2.6 The County will seek to apply the measures set out in the preferreatioo options to
RANBOGtEe AyFtdzSyOS |yR JIdzARS GKS ONBIFGAZ2Yy 2
development of housing, employment and other land uses), such that sustainable modes
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are not only available but made attractive in terms of jourrtieye and convenience.
Where this occurs, it is anticipated that the increased visibility and uptake of public
transport services will encourage other residents and visitors / commuters to Galway
County to make use of services in turn. A key element ofstiddeqgy is the recognition

that it is very unlikely for existing residents and visitors to alter all of their trip choices;
however,by way of example, a change which results in a person previously commuting to
work five days a week by car to one who sigke car three days a week and PT on the
other two will, when expanded across the working population, result in a significant and
positive change to the demands placed on the road network.

This policy objective also has direct links to the wider changesiking arrangements
which have been seen in effect as a result of the Gh9igpandemic, and the connected
policy objectiveswithin the County Development Plan which will support an increase in
20t YR aK2YS¢ g2N]JAy3ID

° Policy Objectived”T 2¢ Developmaent of Public Transport Infrastructurelo engage
and work closely with the National Transport Authority and other relevant
transport authorities and both public and private operators, in facilitating and
securing improvements to and the expansion of putthasport infrastructure and
services in the County.

Galway County Council will seek to pursue the development and implementation of
improvements to public transport infrastructure as described within the preferred
corridor strategy options, withJNA 2 NA & 3IABSy G2 (GKS daKdzé
and Athenry. In parallel to this, the County will engage with smaller local communities and
operators of public and private bus services to identify locations where swTelk
infrastructure improements (such as bus stops and shelters, seating, and localised
physical constraints to bus access) would facilitate a greater uptake of existing services,
and/or support the extension or expansion of routes.

The Council will additionally seek to supporthodnitiatives which help to improve eo
ordination between different types of public transport (i.e. bus, coach and rail) and those
GKAOK AYLINRGS | O0Saa OAl aFANBRG FyR tF&ad
and transport hubs on foot and kpycle.

Bus Services

As has been set out in the transport baseline sectiah®GCTP,3$he County is currently
served by an extensive network of bus services both public and private operators,
connecting rural areas, linking settlements within the cousriyl connecting with major
destinations including Galway City, nearby regional airports and other centres of scale
nationally.

The Council recognises the importance of these services to the respective communities
and will continue to facilitate their impsement primarily through provision and
upgrading of infrastructure, and continued provision of bespoke services to rural
communities, including demanresponsive transport (segection 8.4below).

Consolidation of growth in potential bus markets, asseclawith planned new
development and the spatiglolicy objectivesn the CDP, is expected to support and
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broaden the customer base for both public and private bus services in the future. As is set
out at Chapter 6 of the CDP, tipdan willthus support the NTA and public and private
operators in improving and extending bus services and infrastructure thraugine
County.

8.3.4 Policy objectives have therefore been defined in connection with provision of bus services as
follows:

° Policy Objective P3¢ County Bus Service§o support the National Transport
Authority (NTA) and other stakeholders and community graoapsnproving bus
serviceinfrastructure

8.3.5 The Council will liaise regularly with NTA and other relevant stakeholders during the
lifetime of the CDP, and will respond to relevant consultations on proposed
improvements, including advocating for smaller commities within the County in
relation to service frequency and coverage.

8.4 Public Transport in Rural Areas

8.4.1 The Council considers the provision of public transport in rural areas to be of particular
importance having regard to the rural nature of large paftthe county and the number
of small urban settlements located throughout the courtys recognised that there will
be ongoing challenges in providing regular services to multiple rural areas with low
L2 Lzt F GA2y RSyaAGe ol &pSdRc trangport profisioNIhdvavérd 2 v I £ ¢
it is considered essential that rural isolation is reduced and that those without access to
private vehicles are not cut off from vital services and the wider interactions with their
communities.

8.4.2 In County Galway the MTprovides rural transport services through the Local Link Rural
Transport Programme with over 80 services a week including demand responsive and
door to door servics. These models oEerviceare considered to represent the most
effective method ohddressing rural social exclusion while also assisting in the integration
of rural transport services with other public transport servicEse provision of rural
transport is supported through a dekd policy objective as follows:

0 Policy Objective PA¢Rural Transport¢ 2 O2 y G Ay dzS G2 &dzLJLJ2 NI
transport service and to encourage operators to improve the service to meet the
social and economic needs of the rural communities en@ounty.

8.4.3 During the lifetime of the CDP, the Council will seek to maintain existing service levels
0KNRdzAK GKS [20Ff [AYy]l LINRPINIYYSZI YR gAff
YR GKIAf IyYyR NARSE &SNIIA OSuipporiifof matkddeddofft € 2 Ol
extending access to these services through telephone and intdrastd booking

systems.
8.5 Parké& Ride Facilities
8.5.1 The Council actively supperthe provision of various formef Park& Ridefacilities at

appropriate locations with the main focus on encouraging commuters to utilise public
transport, reducing congestion and assisting in the transition to a low carbon county.
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Consultation with existing stakeholders has indicated that thereusllangness to see
Park& Ride facilities expanded as a method of tackling Istagnding areas of congestion

on the road network, in a manner which accommodates the reality for many Galway
County residents of a continuing need to use car travel for watlkication and other
purposes; these efforts are specifically intended to complement those associated with
encouraging increased use of public transport wherever possible.

8.5.2 The Council supports the enhancement of and provision of capacity with regard to park
and ride where feasible. The Council are also supportive of additional park and ride
facilities which can be provided either through rail or other sustainable transport modes
such as bus services at appropriate locations throughout the county, or canghari
facilities which could be utilised by commuters who car pdtile support for these
measures is expressed through policy objectivé: PT

° Policy Objective PB ¢ Park and RideTo work with the National Transport
Authority (NTA), larnrod Eireann, Transpanfrastructure Ireland (TII) and any
other stakeholders in identifying suitable locations for and the development of Park
and Ride facilities in the County.

8.5.3 The Council will seek to work in partnership WitiTA, Tll and other stakeholders to
appraise addional potential sites for Par& Ride provision as they become known and
available; wherever possible, the Council will support sites which are capable of becoming
selfsustaining over the medium and long term, and where any additional capacity which
may be released on the road network as a result of reductions in general traffic via
transfer to Park and Ride services can be used to improve access for sustainable modes
and/or to address and improve safety.

8.6 Rail Services

8.6.1 The county is well served from the south and from the east viaGh&vay- Limerick
(Western Rail Corridor) and Galwaublin rail lines respectively. The Galwaymerick
line intersects with the GalwayDublin line in Athenry. The disused rail limetween
Athenry and Claremorris via Tuam which provides the potential for additional rail services
to the north of the county and the extension of the Western Rail Corridor to provide rail
access to the north west of the country.

8.6.2 Policyobjectives havelterefore been definedor each of these areas of the rail network
and are discussed further below.

8.6.3 At present the existing railway line which serves Galway to Athlone is limited in terms of
its capacity due to the infrastructural constraints. This plgppsuts the upgrade of this
line including provision of a dual line being provided between Galway and Athlone which
would significantly increase both the speed and frequency of service on this line. The
Council considers the development of enhanced raibstfucture to be critical in terms
of facilitating balanced regional growth and the development of the Galway Metropolitan
Area Strategic PlaMASP) area and the wider north western region. The Council will
continue to engage with larnréd Eireann in segkto improve rail services and
infrastructure at appropriate locations in the County
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° Policy Objective PA¢ Galway to Athlone Rail Lindo secure in coperation with
larnréd Eireann improved raihfrastructure andservices between Galway and
Athlonewhichincludes a dual railway tracknd additional improvement works to
ensureto ensure enhanced capacity and frequency of service.

As has been demonstrated through the corridor studies, the provision of enhanced service
frequency on the Galway to Athlone corridaill serve a key role in encouraging the use

of rail services to access both Galway City and the MASP area. It is cuareitilyated

that proposed development to be delivered within the period of the CDP can be
accommodated via measures utilising existing road and rail infrastructure; however, over
the longer term, the proposed growth within the MASP areas will require dhi$3S
olflyOAy3I¢ 2F RSYIFYR 6@ Y2RS Ay 2NRSNJ (2
It is therefore considered to be important that the CDP and this Transport Strategy
provide a clear and consistent approach to the provision of these rail enhamteaad

that all action possible is undertaken to advance the schemes within this plan period.

° Policy Objective PT ¢ Western Rail CorridarTo support theopening of the
Western Rail Corridor route from Athenry, Tuam, Claremorris to Collooney as an
option for passenger and cargo transportationthe event that the Government
decides to proceed with this project following the review of the All Ireland Rail
Review outcome.

The provision of electrification is considered by the Council to be a necessity anter

the longer term to allow for the benefits associated with electrified train infrastructure to
be realised. These include greater reliability, fewer carbon emissions, and improved
perception of rail travel as an attractive travel choice for detgrof purposes.
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9. ROAD NETWORK STRATEGY

9.1

9.11

9.1.2

9.2

9.21

9.2.2

9.2.3

9.24

Overview

This section of the transport strategy sets out how the road networks within the County
will be managed and maintained during the lifetime of the CDP. The strategy covers the
| 2dzy i@ Qa NBES Ay NBflIGA2Yy G2 GKS mghaged 2 y I f
08 ¢LLX YR GUKS 20t NRBIFIR ySGg2N]la oKAOK

It is recognised that maintaining the efficient and safe operation of the road network is
pivotal to the success of the other modal strategies, as well as allowinglavelopment

to come forward. Making best use of existing road capacity is given a corresponding high
priority, with additional road capacity targeted either where it can enhance provision for
sustainable modes or where there is a strong strategic casenbre general capacity
enhancement.

Existing& Previously Proposed Road Projects

The Council recognises the importance of the public road network in the county and the
importance of the continued safeguarding and development of this infrastructure to
ensure the safety of road users, the transport of goods and services and connectivity
between the settlements and the wider regid@onnectivity both within the County itself

and to adjacent Counties and key destinations further afield is heavily dependent on the
provision of safe and efficient road network access.

There are a number of motways and national routes which provide excellent access
routes into and out of the county which are extremely important in terms of the economic
and social development of the county. At a more local level there are a number of regional
and local roads wibh provide connectivity between or town and villages and their wider
rural hinterlands.

Whilst the plan supports the promotion of sustainable transport and a low carbon county
the Council recognises that due to the significant number of rural communittes the
county and the importance of maintaining movement of goods that roads infrastructure
will retain an integral part of the overall transportation network for the county.

The Council will continue to support extensions and improvements to existagls
infrastructure within the County with the priority projects listed witlables23to 25 as
follows:
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Table 23National Road Projects

NATIONAL ROADS

N6

N59

N59

N59

N84

N67

N17

N63

N83

N65

N84

N18

Galway City Ring Road

Clifden to Oughterard (N59 Clifden to Maam Cross and N59
Oughterard toMaam Cross) Ongoing

Clifden to Leenane (Mayo County Border)
Galway to Oughterard

Galway to County Boundary

Kilcolgan to County Boundary,

Tuam to County Boundary,

Annagh Cross to Ballygar

Tuam to Dunmore

Kilmeen to Portuma

N84 Galway to County Boundary Scheme

Carrowmoneash northwards towards the interchange with th
M6

9.2.5 Other improvement projects associated with the routes identified above are asvillo

Critical Town Bypasses

(o]

(o]

Other

O o o o o

N59 Maigh Cuilinn Byass(ongoing) and
N17 Baile Chlair Byass

Road

R336 Bearn#&crib via Ros an Mhil

Athenry Relief Road;

Tuam Inner Relief Road;

Kinvara Inner Relief Roaahd

Link from the Parkmore Industrial Estate to the R339

Table 24Existing Public Car Parks

PUBLIC CAR PARKS

GortCar Park

Galway County Development Plan 202028
Galway County Transpaahd Planningtrategy 2022 2028 300748/GCPS/02

FinalReport

May 2021 Page 110/137



SVYSTIA

HeadfordCar Park
KinvaraCar Park
OranmoreCar Park

Oughterard Bu®arkng

Table 25Major National & Local Cycle Networks
NATIONAI& LOCAL CYCLE NETWORKS

Athlone to Galway

Galway to Clifden

9.2.6 A series of further local road projects are currently in development or being prepared for
implementation within the CDP period (2022 to 2028); it is noted that these projects include
initiatives targeted at specific modes as well as more general road nktupgrades. The
strategy supports the delivery of the following projects which are proposed within this
timeframe as follows:

Table 26Regional& Local Project$roposed for 20222028

ROUTES ‘ WORKS TO BE UNDERTAKEN

Networkimprovement worksstrengthening

R336, R446 .
overlay and improvements

N59 from Galway City to the Mayo boundary N59 from Galway City to the Mayo boundary

Oranhill Link Roads To complete link roads.
N6 at Carrowmoneash to link to Oranmore Investigate angbrovide for a pedestrian
Industrial Area on N18 crossing.

UL [REEe ) Qe B it o In conjunction with Gavay City complete the

design of the Tuam Road quality bus corridol
and reserve lands accordingly.
Complete the design of Quality Bus Corridors
and reserve lands accordingly.

Consider creation of additional lanes or
alteration of existing lanes for Quality Bus
Corridors on the R446, N17, N59, N84 and
linkage to the Western Rail Corridor.

Continuestrengthening improvemens and
realignment work where necessaworks to
these networks.

Local and regional road networks within the
County

9.2.7 The above are supported through Pol@pjectivesPRP and PRP:2

° Policy Objective PRP1 Proposed Roads Project$salway County Council will
facilitate the progression of the necessary infrastructure improvements including
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new roads/projects listed in Table 6.1: Priority Transportation Infrastructure
Projects for County Galway 202P28 and those listed within Tablé.2:
Regional/Local Projects Proposed for 22228 subject to relevant Irish planning
and European environmental legislation including Article 6 of the Habitats Directive
and/or other environmental assessment, where appropriate.

° Policy Objective PRP-Zorridor and Route Selection ProcesBolicies objectives
relating to new roads and other transport infrastructure projects that are not
already provided for by existing plans/ programmes or are not already permitted,
are subject to the undertaking of feadity assessment, taking into account
planning need, environmental sensitivities as identified in the SEA Environmental
Report and the objectives of the Plan relating to sustainable mobility. Where
feasibility is established, a Corridor and Route Sele®imcess will be undertaken
where appropriate, for relevant new road infrastructure in two stages: Stage 1
Route Corridor Identification, Evaluation and Selection; and StageRdute
Identification, Evaluation and Selection.

The strategy additionallyncludes specific policy objectives relating to the National and local
road networks, which are designed to address various matters including road safety, the
strategic function of roads for both personal movement and freight, and the impacts of
through-movement of traffic through settlements within the County. These objectives are
described below along with how they will be supported through the measures set out in the
relevant corridor strategies.

National Roads

L NBf I y Ran matofving Aldd dual cdageway networks provide vital, strategic
transport links between our major cities, markets, ports and airports. Transport Infrastructure
Ireland (TII) are a state agency who are responsible for the provision of the National Road
network and the Council Wicontinue to work with Tl to ensure the enhancement of existing
infrastructure and development of new infrastructyrehere this is consistent with wider
sustainable transport and development policies

The following national roads schemes are curredélyeloping/progressing within the county
in accordance with the National Development Plan:

° N6 Galway City Ring Rgad
° N59Maigh CuilinrBypassand
° N59 Oughterard to Maam Crass

In addition to the above schemes the N59 Oughteraiaam Crosg, Clifden igncluded as

a Scheme in Planning/Design/Construction in the National Development Hlaa.
Oughterardg Maam Cross section has received planning permission and construction works
have commencedelivery of these schemes will safeguard the movement ofesjra traffic
within and across the County.

Galway City Ring Road

The delivery of the N6 Galway City Ring Road (GCRR) is considered to be of significant
importance to ensure the success of the Galway MASP and the wider region. The city and
environs will continue to grow and without intervention the current congestiontoa
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approach into the city from the county area will worsen and inevitably impact on the overall
function and success of the Galway MASP. B&IP&nd the GTS have both outlined
measures needed to address this problem including the delivery of a nevaloiduite (ie. N6
GCRR).

The proposed N6 GCRR road development will function as part of thd Tiétwork that
includes the core transport routes in all EU Member States for all transport modes. The N6
around Galway forms part of the THNcomprehensive rievork in Ireland and is governed by

EU regulations associated with such designation. This means that the proposed N6 GCRR will
be a high quality road with limited access. This is to ensure that the road functions as intended
in improving the transport infistructure of Galway with proper control of access via junctions
thus ensuring unhindered flow along the proposed route.

¢tKS bc D/ww Ad O2yaradSyid AGK GKS LINR2NRGA:
national policy documents including the Natadibevelopment Plan 2018027, the Regional

Spatial and Economic Strategy for the Northern Western Region202® and the National

Planning Framework 2040 which include goals to tackle transportation infrastructure deficits.

The policy objectives withitinis Plan will seek to ensure the protection of the safety, carrying
capacity and efficiency of the existing and future national roads, to ensure future schemes
are safeguarded whilst also making provision to encourage sustainable compact forms of
develgpoment which will have minimal impact on the carrying capacity, efficiency and safety
of the national road network.

National Roads Policy Objectives

° Policy Objective NRZ; Protection of Strategic RoadsTo protect the strategic
transport function of nationh roads, including motorways through the
AYLE SYSydGrdAazy 2F GKS W{LIGAIt tflyyAy3
ldzi K2 NR GASaQ 59/ [-BubpearrNetworks (TEN/Reguiatios. ¢ NI y &

The CDP poljcobjectivegelating to the location bnew development, and the assessment

of transport impacts of developmentare designed to ensure that the spatial planning
guidelines are applied to the specifics of scheme proposals which will be brought forward

during the CDP period. In particular, thecation of new development in places where
adzadFAYylFrofS GNIYyaLRNI 2LIA2ya OFy o6S RStAQS
OK2A 0S¢ F2NJ 4N @St ySSRa gAtft SyadaNB GKFG ad
private vehicle travel. The @ans by which this will be achieved for specific journey types

within identified travel corridors is described within the corridor option assessments set out
previously in this GCTPS document.

° Policy Objective NR2 Key Roads Infrastructure Developmnt3$o support the
delivery of the Galway City Ring Road (N6) Maégh CuilinrBypass N59 and tlge
Maam Crosg Clifden (N59) Schemes.

The Council will engage fully with Galway City Council and TII in relation to the development
and implementation of these chemes. The Council will additionally consider how
improvements to connecting parts of the local road network and other transport
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infrastructure and services will interact with these improvements, and seek to maximise
benefits arising from the combinaticsf schemes wherever possible.

° Policy Objective NR8 Traffic and Transport Assessment (TTA) and Road Safety
Audit (RSA)Require all applications for significant development proposals which
have the potential to impact on the National Road Network to beoatpanied by
a Traffic and Transport Assessment (TTA) and Road Safety Audit (RSA), carried out
08 addzalGlrofe O02YLISGSyld LISNER2Yyas Ay | 002 NFR
Assessment Guidelines.

9.3.10 In addition to requiring the production of TTAs, the @ciliwill direct developers and their
teams to consult with appropriate officers within Tll, NTA atider bodieswhere their
proposed schemes can reasonably be expected to result in impacts to the networks managed
by these parties.

9.4 Non-National Roads

9.4.1 In order to maintain the efficiency and functionality of the regional road network it is
important that the number of new accesses and the intensification of existing accesses are
restricted. These restrictions minimise risks to road safety as new entraacesesult in
additional stopping and turning movements, which give rise to the potential for additional
traffic accidents.

Table 27.Restricted Regional Roads

1 Ballinasloe to City Boundary North of Oranmore R446
2 Tuamg Bearnaderg; Horseleap R332
3 Galwayg An Spidéat Ballinahow Cross R336
4 Galwayg CarnmoreMonivea R339
5 DerrydonnelAthenry R348
6 Headford¢ Tuam R333
7 Ballinalsoe; Portumna R355
8 Ballinalsoe; Mountbellew R358
9 Gort¢ Loughrea R380
10 Lough George Annagh Hill R354
11 Kilcolgang Galway /Clare County Boundary R458
12 Baile Chlair, M6 (Junction 19 Oranmore R381
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° Policy Objective NNR4 Restricted Regional Road§osafeguard the capacity and
safety of Restricted Regional Roads listed in Table 6.3, agavsiopment where
a maximum speed limit applies in order to protect the carrying capacity and safety
of such roads

9.4.2 The Council will seek to control the provisidmew access points and increase in the use of
existing access points to the listed restricted regional roads.

9.4.3 The methods for proposed development to contribute toward this objective are described in
relation to a number of other transport policy objeds; in essence, development which
would result in an increase in traffic on any of the listed Restricted Regional Roads will be
required to demonstrate that all viable actions related to provision for sustainable transport
measures have been integrated inthe development proposal (including the use of a
mobility management plan where relevant). The scoping of the TTA and other documentation
to support such proposals should specifically address the assessment methodology for
qualifying roads

° Policy Objective NNR ¢ Safeguard Regional and Local Roaitle safeguard the
OF NNBEAY3 OFLIOAGE YR &l ¥Side 2F G4KS [ 2dzy

9.4.4 The Council will work with the relevant authorities to identify locations on the regional and
local road netvork where actions to improve safety may be required; a number of these
locations have been identified as part of the corridor studies through analysis of accident
records. The strategy also recognises that, with increases in both active travel andarehicul
movement associated with growth, monitoring and further actions may be necessary over
the lifetime of the CDP to address any emerging safety issues. This is considered particularly
relevant to encouraging the increased use of active travel modes, asowiover safety are
frequently cited as discouraging these journeys, particularly for younger and vulnerable
people.

9.4.5 The modal strategies set out in this GCTPS will guide the selection of future projects to be
included in any future updated works prognane, with particular priority given to works
which enhance the safety or efficiency of the networks for all users.

0 Policy ObjectiveNNR3¢ Design Manual for Urban Roads and Stredmmplement
the recommendations of the Design Manual for Urban Roads aee{St{DMURS
2019) in relation to urban streets and roads within the 50/60 kph zone.

9.4.6 This objective is considered to be directly relevant to the implementation of planned
development within the MASP; the principles and contents of DMURS may also be relevant
in areas where more concentrated development is planned. Care will be taken to align the
use of DMURS with the existing characteristics of settlements.

° Policy ObjectiveNNR 4 Traffic Management in Town CentreSeek the reduction
of throughtraffic paseng through town centreand also to manage the movement
of through traffic through town centre giving priority to pedestrian, cyaid public
transport vehicles

9.4.7 It is recognised that high concentrations of throudgaffic movement, particularly during
network peak hours, can be detrimental to the uptake of sustainable modes for local journeys;
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in pursuing this objective, the Council will seek to balance a redutithis type of through
Y20SYSyld ¢AUGK F NBO23IyAluAz2y GKIF{G aSdofesySyida
YR af Ayl SRé GNRLIAZI F2NJ SEFYLI S 6KSNB LISNAZY
and visit local shops and other services ag patheir longer journey.

° Policy ObjectiveNNR5¢ School Travel Plandncrease the safety of children at
schools by assessing safe routes to schools for school children and by the
installation of traffic management measures. Require School Travel Ridnes t
submitted with applications by schools or colleges in accordance with actions as set
out under Smarter Travel, A Sustainable Transport Future 2@020.

9.4.8 The safe movement of children and young people to and from places of education will
continue tobe given a high degree of priorityhen proposed improvements or changes
to the transport networks are considered. Section 10 provides some further consideration
of how education and school travel can be facilitated, in a manner which supports
maximum useof sustainable travel options, but also recognises the needs of those living
in more rural areas of the County.

° Policy Objective NNR@ Traffic and Transport Assessments (TTAs) and Road
Safety Audits (RSAs)To require the preparation of Transport and Tiaf
Assessments and Road Safety Audits for new developments in accordance with the
requirements set out in the Tl Traffic and Transport Assessment Guidelines.

9.4.9 This policy objective will ensure that the transportation needs associated with residents
and other users of new developments are taken account of, and addressed in a manner
which is compatible with both this GCTPS and the wider CDP. In reviewing submitted TTAS,
the Council will consider the extent to which the development proposals contribute
towardthe achievement of all relevant transport policy objectives.

° Policy Objective NNR7 ¢ Mobility Management Plans To require mobility
management plans to be submitted with applications for trip intensive
developments.

9.4.10 The use of mobility management plans will provide a mechanism for the benefits of higher
concentrations of travel demand to be captured, both in teraisproviding new and
upgraded infrastructure and generating an increased customer base for public transport
services. The mobility management plans will also demonstrate how necessary access for
vehicles (including servicing vehicles) will be provideda imanner which does not
negatively affect provision for sustainable modes.

° Policy ObjectiveNNRB ¢ Car ParkingProvide/improve parking facilities in towns
and villages as development and traffic demand. The requirements for car parking
shall be in accordae with the standards and guidelines as set out witbirapter
15 (Development Management Standards and Guidelines) of the County
Development Plan under Guidelines for Transportation, Roads, Parking, Loading
and Storage.

9.4.11 Car parking policy and its effects on the travel choices made by residents of Galway County
(as well as regular visitors from elsewhere) is considered further within section 10 of the
GCTPS. The strategy will seek to direct new public car parking prdeisomations where it
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can serve those who have a physical need to travel by car, and those for whom other transport
choices are limited. Car parking associated with new development will be managed via County
policy to reflect the provision and availabilit 2 ¥ adzadlk Ayl ot S (NI @St
DNER ¢ (i K¢ which Nill lie 8eliviered via the wider CDP should ensure that development

is directed to locations where excellent sustainable transport options are or will be made
available.
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10. SUPPORTING MEASURES

10.1 Demand Management Principles

10.1.1 The Galway County Transpodnd PlanningStrategy has been constructed around the
principles established through national and regional policy that the transport impacts
associatedwith growth and development should be managed to achieve a number of
different aims. Central to this is the principle that growth and development should actively
support and encourage the use of sustainable transport modes, and that whilst some
additionaluse of private vehicular transport will by necessity be required, the road networks
should seek to accommodate this demand through measures which make best use of existing
infrastructure. Measures which work together to achieve these outcomes are codBcti
NEFSNNBR G2 Fa daRSYFYR YIFylF3SYSyidé YSI adaNBacx
GadzLIL2 NI Ay3é StSySyia oKAOK FFNBE RSt AGSNBR |
importance in maximising the benefits and effectiveness of the mode strategies
considerable. This section of ti&CTP8erefore sets out how a number of these measures
will be implemented as part of the delivery of the modal strategies, and in partnership with
relevant bodies and organisations.

10.2 Transport Mode Integration& Trip Linking

10.2.1 The County Development Plan establishes the locations where new development will be
delivered during the plan perioénd how this development will integrate with and support
existing communities. Transport has a key role to play in this processegfration, by
providing opportunities to enhance connectivity between residents, employment and
services, providing new customers for public transport services, and generally allowing people
GAUKAY GKS [ 2dzyde G2 af AyilyéravaRbodEimeSANddrdingly, LJdzNIJ2 &
the GCTPSvill support the delivery of development in accordance with the principle of
GO2YLI O 3INRPoGKE H6KAOK gAtft AyONBlIrasS |00Saa
facilities in asustainable manner, facilitating easiconnections between sustainable modes
of transport and ensuring that vehicular access is maintained where necessary to support
those with limited mobility, or essential delivery and servicing activities.

10.3 Parking Standard& Parking Controls

10.3.1 It is recogised that the availability of car parking in different settings has a strong impact
upon the relative attractiveness of travel by private vehictbss in turn has a direct impact
on the efficient and safe operation of the road netwark$he GCTP$herefore seeks to
support the provision of appropriate levels of car parking within new developments which are
compatible with the overarching objectives relating to the wider road and other transport
networks.

10.3.2 The parking standards which are proposed withia County Development Pldrave been
designed to work alongside the modal strategies and other supporting measures in order to
I OKAS@S (KS /5tQa 202S0GAGSa FT2NJ INRSUOKE Ay
both existing and new residents andgwors (including those travelling for employment and
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education). The parking standards will in turn be supported through appropriate use of on
street parking controls, and careful location and capacity of public car parks, with attention
also given to pking for cycles and motorcycles as part of this provision.

10.3.3 Particular attention will be given to the provision of wieltated and secure cycle parking in
all major developments, and in local centres.

10.4 Electric Vehicleg& LowCarbon Technologies

10.4.1 There isan expectation that there will be a significant increase in the uptake and use of
electric vehiclesand other lowcarbon technologies during the period of the County
Development Plan. Th6CTP%vill seek to support this increase through the provision of
parking and charging infrastructure, where it is feasible to do so; it is recognised that this
should include electric cycles and scooters alongside private cars.

10.4.2 Galway County Council will woddongside TIl and the NTA with regard to supporting
provision for longedistance travel via electric vehicles, including provision for hybrid public
transport and freight.

10.5 Parké& Stride

1051 TheGCTPR dzLJLI2 NIl a GKS LINBP@A&AA2Y 2F aLIN] FyR adl
improve access to services and community facilities where some travel by car is necessary,
but where there are opportunities to locate associated car parking away from comedrar
sensitive locations. It is considered that this type of facility has a particular role to play in
increasing access to local centres and education facilities from surrounding rural areas; park
and stride facilitieglso reduce the impacts of inappriate onstreet parking and encourage
a degree of increased physical activity. The implementation of Park and Stride facilities will be
explored further as part of the development of the Local Transport Plans ford&iknand
Tuam, and lessons learnédm these activities will be applied to proposals and opportunities
identified elsewhere in the County.

10.6 Park& Ride

10.6.1 Theprovision of Park and Ride facilities to serve different corridors and settlements has been
explored as part of the corridor option delopment work reported in previous sections of
this GCTPSThe GCTP$herefore supports the development of Park and Ride facilities in
locations where there is expected to be sufficient demand to enable a facility to become self
supporting, and where theonnecting bus services are able to deliver a consistent journey
time for P&R users which circumvents or otherwise avoids significant congestion hotspots.
The development of P&R proposals which will impact on travel demand into Galway city
centre will be mdertaken in close consultation with Galway City Council; in turn, Galway
County Council will remain engaged with the City Council with regard to the further
development of P&R sites which adescribed in (and supported by) the Galway Transport
Strategy.
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10.7 Rural Housing Protection Zoné&sRural Transport Services

10.7.1 The development of housing within rural areas of the County has historically been managed

through the application of policies designed to recognise the strengths and challenges for
those who live ad work within the rural parts of Galway County.

10.7.2 Figure65 below shows how the different geographical areas of the County are defined, for

10.7.3

10.7.4

the purposes of applying rural policies.

Figure 65.

Rural Housing Policy Map
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this area are considered to have access to Galway City by one or more modes which
represents an attractive option for tlse seeking employment. As such, it is considered that
locations within this geographical area are likely to consequently be attractive for new
development, and/or to attract an increase in the residential populat{ttris noted that this
areaalsoinclud G KS a! {t I NBF YINJSR a4 da%2yS wm¢ 2y
Previous evidence of this pattern of population distribution is found within the 2016

population change data extracted from 2016 Census information; mapping showing both the
LISNOSyYy G+ 3S I ngRin gopudtionziumbers Witkih the GCTPS area is shown at
Figures66 and67.
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Figure 66. Population Change 20142016 (Percentage)

Figure 67. Population Change 2014.2016 (Actual)

1075 / 2YLI NAYy3I GKS LISNOSyGlr3IsS OKFy3aSa gwoll&bel KS
expected, the highest concentrations of growth within this period were focused around larger
existing settlements. However, the pattern of change within the rural areas outside of these
settlements is mixed, with relatively large areas of the Qpunithin the GCTPS area
experiencing modest growth in population.
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